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4 HOLIDAY TRIP TO CAIDBI ILVEN. I.S.H.

Nincty years ago, Mr. Alfred Sharp who spparcently
- wcamc from MHew Zeolond mede the scn trip to Comden
. & Hoven for o holidey. £&s you reed this reprind from
The Illustroted Sydney News of 6.712.1790 you find
a picture of o very different Comden Hoven to ours.

“

MEW SOUTH WALES, like Iew Zealand, is full of intercsting districts
7 b (9] ?
. of which the generel public have heard but 1ittle, or clsc ncver heard of
O 2 7
ot all; and smouny such is Comden Hoven, situcted cbout 180 miles north
of Sydney.

Brief Camden Haven is one of the strongholis of the northern timber
¥

trade there being three or four mills thore, These mills give cmployment

? hel &) T

to o small army of puntsment, snagsmors, river men, lumberers, cocsting scoamen,
sewmill - s, teomsters, splitters, shinglers,
ot hoc genus omme. 1t possesses the fincest timber londs on the Hew South
Yales cocsts, the timber from which

iz cusily got ot by the lrrge navigoeble
rivers and lokes forming the river systom of the district.

Hoving receiwved o cordial invitation from the lorgest firm of the
district sowmill owmers, that of Mooy and Bibly, ncr Bibby Brothers,
one fine sunyy morning in Scpbtember saw me on board the good ketch
"Endeavour! of Sydncy spanking down Newcastle Herbour before o westerly
brecze, with o1l oy personal ond sportinz lumpediments sofely stowed within
one of the numerous rccesses of her cabine Of thot cabin nothing more need
e sald than that it wos hit off to o T by Lord Byron when he wrotci-

ey dey! Call you this 2 cabin?
Why, "tis hordly throe Joet squore!

Not cnough to stow Queeon Hnb in ~
Who the deucc could harbour there?"

g ue were Lolf wy to Port Stephens,
and the cvening shades were closing over us when off that horbowr, showing a
decide®ty dirty look to winduord. Another keovch thoat had storted from
Hewcastle at the same time os owrselves, bownd also for Camden Haoven, thought
discretion the better port of velour;, ond put into the Port for shelter, but
the "Endcovouwr!! steadily went.on her why, oand townrds morning, caught another
favourable breeze end the rnac afternoon was off the south head of Camden Heven
called Perpendiocular Hopd - o sheer © aulf, projecting out into the sca, and
forming a pretty bight to the north, well sheltercd from oll southerly
goles. The rocks arc conglomercato, with marks of voleconic action and
fire discolourations over lorge arcas, and risc porpendiculerly about 150
feet above the occans Looking ot thew, one cen readily understend how the
singular and well-lmoun Nobly Head ot Hewocastle wns formed: for, if the
JHigh sandy hills forming the neck of the promontory were blown away Ty some

The crisp morning breeze fell lighs vhen

great storm, Perpendiculor Heed would T alnost the fvery moralt' of Hobbys,
only higher, gronder, and more rugged. A Byethe-wsy I hove been amoble to
digoovor wryr the southern headlond of MNeweastle Herxbour is cnllced Nobbys,

My roscarches have brousht to light no reason for such & name, and no
gpongor for its baptism; so I have come to the comslusion thot it is o
corrupbion of the word 'kmobs'. Scon Ircm the sco, the heodlond, the port,
ond the small towun between, form throe hummocks or knols. IHence the name,

as I believe.

=% % But $o retwrn. Soiling in %o the ond of the bight, wder the lee

~of the well-wooled promontory I have describoed, cod with o low, sondy, bush
“covered beach stretching awey to the northwnrd for muny miles, o tug come
out of the Haven to meet us. ‘Taking the lebch in tow, it headed for o well
of vhite tumbling woter and form rightahead, 'nd while I wos wondering if

we woere not going to do the 0rpheus?® shipwrockover agoin on o small geole,
the tug suddenly turncd ot right angles, and pousing a moment to let the
kotch do likewise, we slipped sharply round into o cleoar green channcl,
searcoe twenty yords wide, with the occan surf tinmdering botween us and the
sag on one side, and the same surf brenking heavily on the sendy shore one
hundred yords off on the other sides Lo the little vesscl was ropidly towed
up tho chammel throuch this boar, the huge groon rollers would 1ift her up
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and ocorry her bodily clong, sideunys, os if to desh hor on the shoros It wos
very excitipg to me, Lut, fortunctoly, +4he chonncl is only one hundred yords
long, .porpllel with the const line, end ab the end, with another errent . turn
we rounded off into the river, ond sweeping round o low wooded heodland, with
two or three pilot cottoges on it, mode fast to g small vhord just inside
vhiere the ketoh procceded to discharge the corgo of coal she hod Lroucht for

the usc of the tug hoats.

) THE HELDLAWND 'S DELIGHTS.

% Whilst she wes doilyg so I roomed about with gun and sketchboolk,
shooting some small bLirds I hed not scen before, and toking scvercl sketches
thereaboutse ** I went as for as the heads, and on my roturn hod to submit %o
the process of heving onc or two ticks houled off wmy neck, and one thot had
half buricd itsclf in my flesh hod to W dut out. Wicks arc very numerous
in the scrub londs of the district, and you will notice thot ony neighuours
you meet after boing in the bLush, curiously scan your ncck for cny sign of
these posts, s0 as to do you o friendly act by hauling or cutting them out
for you. If ollowed,  they would soon burrow deeply in your flegh, and

ause great local inflommation and pain, lLut, strangoly cnough, their
bitcsy; and cven their burrowings, couse no pain when actually procecding.

+
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At this place I also came across tWo men cengeged in burning off the low,
matted shrubs on the sca side of the hills. On my pointing out thnat such

an oot ladd the sand boare, and often coused sand-drifts thoy said they could
not help thot, but that burning wos neccsszry to keep the sneokes undere 2 In
fact, from subsequent experience, I verily Lelicve that the bush would Dbe
scorecly habitaeble with sofety if it were not for the constont usce of the
Tirewstick in New South Hales, which destroys the snoves wholescle. Hoture
scoms to have forseen this ncoessity, for she had mode Austrolicn trecs so
hordy, ond protected their trunks so thoroughly ly thick bark, that unless the
firoe is unusunily fiercey, the trces suffer very little, or olsc sprout out

- other hranches ofterwords, cither from the trunks or roots and soon regedin
their former vigour and sizce

THE GRAVES.

I also visited the graves of on officer and four scomen who worce
drowned -in corossing the bar some yoors ofo. It is o squere onclosurc,
picket fenoce, about twelve foet squore, plonted with zoroniums
ingide; and now dilipadated and neglectcd.

While I was wotching the evening sun setting in crimson and gold
hohind the orest of the bold and strilkdng North Brothoers mountain, o
predty little pleasurc boat come down the river for me, and ofter a
gonial welcome from my hosts, who hed come 1o mect me, we started for
Laurictony, the mill township, about fouwr miles up the river. Landing
ot the mill wharf;, I was comveyed to the hospiteble home of the junior
partner, and moede quitc ot home in the Losum of h g fomily by o gonuine
Australian bush welcomes

.o ‘ The present river mouth, ofcourse, had not been created
v 3 ", N T kY .
o et the time Mr Sharp voyeged herc. Beforc the training
walls and kKlondyke werc constructed it scems the piver's
course was to the scaward side of Gogley's Logoon's
present expansc.

LAURIETON AND ITS MILL.

Next morning (as wes usual in those deys) was clear, aad Lright,
and clovdless, and I wos wp betimes o view ny now surroundingse
The pretty little village of Leuricton loy before me, nestling wnder
the shadow of the North Brothers, 180c ft. high, which towers steeply
up o the summit. There cre three mowntains, neorly the some shape
and height, in tho district, coch standing up distinct and disconnccted
from the mountain chains and hilly ronges around, and thoy arce called
North, South, and West Brothers respectively. They orce all covered with
dense forcgts, oand cre tho hawnts of snckes, kangoroo and wallaly.

Though I wos up very oz‘.rlygr ny host and hostess were carlicr still
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for on oppo¥ising brenddest
cad then
cotteges, sonttercd picturcs
not Leon thought worth folliix
sides Yy the mighty walls of b
yords wide swopt pouot the front

"estortod to look

on throe

two handred

°

The nill is o
of all govts, pri
It hos heavy bLrookd
tonguing and grooving, S
huge logs woere houloed we thoe

andt sliced into

Lfter leine duly impressed with 11 I snwy X rapid Jomding

of +the two or three ketches which were ing in orrgoes & bimles of the vhorvese
I also cdmived the lively woy in which the lorgg steem pant Qrredng only cighteen
inches of wntor, poddled about with lorge log-punrts in tow, ocontoining from
ninc to twclve logs cach, ranging from three foot to five feet in diometer,

~nd from twenty feet to fifty foet long.  Thesc logs wre collocted over on
immensc oreo of mognificent forcst lenmdss  Ono bronch of the river lends

into o protty loke, about three md o helf miles in diancter, hoving several
lorge novigable arocks branching from 1it, where the steam punt tows up the

log puntsto the various londings ot which the logs brousht down by the bullock
teoams cre left to lLe measured and rolled omto the punts. It is romentic

work burrowing up those creeks, which arc so norrov in places thet the punters
hove herd work keeping the projecting logs from cobching on the ftrecs on the
benks;  the trees often meet overheund, wnd nebive beers and iguonos look

down on you os you poss lenenth.

o

THE 1

The main river gocs up cbout four miles chove Leuricton,; ~nd then opens
owt into anothor lake, aboub twelve miles longs by two to throc
having several navigeble rivers branching from it One, onlled Stedomn's
River, is novigeble right up to its head, obout fwenty wiles from Louriston,
and lorge numbers of fine logs arc ploced on the punts and bowed dowm Lron
that ploce, including besch logs.  The Comden Howen River bwoends to lhe
westy  Lotween North and West Brothers mowntaing, oand Turrows auey omong
the tumultuous sen of lLack ronges for fifty miles or morce

' Thase with black swons, o flocks of wony
hundrods, £ ond norine insccts on the shollow
hottomse They arvc cnsily shot Y Aling stroaight down on fthom,  with
o good wind astern. . Thoy hove o diffiouley in riging from wbor

with the wind, so thoy risc ogoinst it, of course townrds the
whencs thoy exe dropped cosily by good guns ond lorge shobe  Ducks .lound
in oll the arecks ond in the small logoons of thu swomps, cud the rivers
toem with fish which you can sce ddsporting in wyricds in snsprrent
1 owould e

crecks thot branch from the lokes. I though whot o prro
; v the fish fresh to
coodise for the sportsonnn,

for o pet fisherman, if thoere was any way of gobtir
the morkotse ¥ In fact, the whole digtrict is o g
who can slaughter porrots innumerable, of 2ll sords,  kuugnroo, v llobics,
suons, ducks, teal, sco-birds, iguonas, swimp phessants, Lyre birdg, Lrush
turkeys, pigeons, dollar ond rifle; ond myricds of small birds of wonderful
plumege, voried with nctive bears, bondicochs, kangaroo rabs, pessun :
sopksn cnd howkse
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PORT 14,000

he fortnizht I spont
feann ol flore of
Gegtructivences fully o

there wno richt
llJ ul‘\,«fbuw ny How 9
,x;rc,d;lJ crtended,  cnd

cles

My hests took me o tuenby cight mile irive to Port fwncqu rley Lo sl
me the mogaificent virsin forests thob sprond elong neorly the cntire
The trees, of ~ll sizes, from mere soplings vy to othors 10£% . in Qdnmoto
over 250 #5. hish, 2Ll rosc wp strright oo pulers,  ond sonrid bowurds the
while o s n hush brooded cround, onl o dicphonous, s Light pervesiod
dim roccs of the forest greencry, ~ yob wrbouchad by fan.
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Lt Pori lincquorie I todeen over tho mognificent vincynrls thore,
and duly stopled not ondy thoe winc, Lub also the mmrmv digtilled there
from the grpe refusc, for fortifying purposco. They were both serwapd-
wously good, I hove not yot scen, in fustrolic, onything like the healthy

(]
luxurionce « the vines thercs ind no wonder, for they arc corcfully cultivote CL
and the soil is that deep, red, volcanic soil which the soul of the vine lovethe
There are lapge arcas of such soil between Caaddn Hoven ond Port ilacqu wic,
lying uscless and wnbouched for want of the hand of mzne

Coming ‘wck to Comden Hoven next doy, derkness settled down on us
while still swe miles from owr destination, and I was troented to my first
sight of fire-flics. A smcll brush gully orossod the ropd, covered with
wottles ond 1ilipilli growing under the towering gum overhcod.  And there
they woeree. I, znd out, ameng the wdergrowth, they were dorting, or, rother,
dencing in o peuliar porabolic motion, or clse whirling round cach other. It
wes o most intresting sight to me, who had never scen cnything of the gort
beyond the motsnless glow-worms and fire gungi of licw Zoolende

LDIEY

Lfter o fotnizht of unalloyed delight cmong the mowntains, the rivers,
the lokes, the oasts, the people and with » well-Tilled skot ch-vook, aml &
sun cose thot aomed to soy 'Oh, pive us o restt I hade adicuw to my lkind
untortalnors, o cmbarking on the ©Dolly HWalmsley®™, cnother of the timber
vessels regulaly employed by the firm, on the cvening of the sccond doy I
wes sofe in Netestle agoin, bronzed, beorded, nnd jolly, amd with the
bulk of my orignal impedimento grectly increvsed by sundry ¢ end divers
naturcl curios hich werc subscquontly duly distributed wnte my friends in
New Zoaland, whue “enimiles", and “snaikes! ond Sich like cusscs' oare unknown
and where cven ld+ds orc SCLICCe




