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The Bonny View Shop

Established by the Litchfield Family

The Litchfield family, Frank, Margaret and Valentine, came to
Bonny Hills in about 1953 when Frank took a job as compositor at
the Hastings Shire Gazette in Wauchope.

At first they rented Jack Parker's house, then moved to the house
east of “Boronia”, later McCredies. Here they started a small shop

Frank Litchfield working as a compositor
in the garage under the house which opened at weekends only.

at the Hastings Shire Gazette in Wauchope

Margaret and Frank cleared a lot of the scrub and rubbish around
the headland and down to the beach with hand mowers and brush
hooks. Council did not bother too much in those days.

Margaret obtained employment at the office of Hornsby Sawmills
in Wauchope so they bought a combi van and ran a small bus
service to take the local kids to High School in Wauchope.

Seeing the potential in Bonny Hills, Frank and Margaret built the
Bonny View Shop with living quarters behind it.

During Christmas holidays the Litchfield family hosted Rock and
Roll dances in their living room for holidaymakers and locals.
They were a lovely family and very community minded.

After about 20 years of service to the Bonny Hills community, they
sold out and retired to the Atherton Tablelands in North
Queensland.

Frank, Margaret and Valentine Litchfield




The Latham Girls - two generations

Marcia (L) and Elaine (R) Latham
Rainbow Beach 1950s

Alice Latham (nee Wade) on right
and friend Eva McQuaid (nee Dykes)
Rainbow Beach 1920s




Dobson Family Memories
Photos and text supplied by Rob Dobson

: 1 : is is myv brother David Dobson on the left and me (Rol?in
1. This is my Dad's Milk and Ice truck with me as the little boy, 2. Thlljsol)sony) on the right at Bonny Hills circa 1948-9. | believe

Ci;i?j B?Jiz)gzagi#rfl?glﬁzjf rt\i;ig E;’é_sf ggéoxbyl%rzgrﬂ?cveen that the photo was tlakgn ai;] t(hBe tﬁp&z)concrete steps to
: Little Beac artle .
Bonny Hills in the holiday periods. My dad (Med Dobson) is s
in the driver’s seat.

The road from North Haven to Bonny Hill was nothing but a
sand track which started where the North Haven Surf Club car
park is now and proceeded just behind the sand hills. As the
track came to the start of Bonny Hills the track went over the
hills, which in those days were quite steep and very slippery in
the wet. The road proceeded down the hill to where the Surf
Club is now, fairly close to where the concrete footpath is now.




The Bulley Family

Bill Bulley holding billy cart

Bob Bulley’s house. First permanent house in Elizabeth Street.
Built by Tom Bartlett and Sons 1951 ~

Mr and Mrs Bulley ~ Robert and Doris
with Bill and Keith (Stretch)




Memories from Gai Fowler (nee Brunsdon)
Photos and text provided by Tami Ray (Gai’s daughter)

“The Opera House” Billy & Oliveen Statham’s brand new house Allan and Muff Brunsdon built their house at 8 Panorama Drive in 1950. This was
on Graham Street. Designed by Keith Prince and built by their holiday beach house as they lived in Wauchope and owned the Wauchope
Max Thompson. Muff Brunsdon on the veranda.1961 Gazette. Although renovated and modified, it still stands today.




Manning Foster getting ready to go spear fishing in front of the old boat shed at
Bartlett’s Beach about 1955. Manning, now 81, says there used to be a track at the
corner of Jordan and Honeysuckle that went down to the beach. Photo courtesy of Gai
Fowler (née Brunsdon)

Vinegar creek about 1955. Dennis Vinegar creek 1955. Manning Foster
Brunsdon, Monica Roods (née Isaac), and Janice Walpole with dog Tippy -
and Gai Fowler (née Brunsdon)




Memories of Childhood Holidays in the 1940s

Clare Webber (nee Martin)

Recently Clare recalled the times she visited Bonny Hills in about the
mid 1940s.

Clare and her sister Ruth travelled by train from Sydney when she was
about 8 and 9 to have holidays with her. uncle Harold Martin and his
family.

She remembers being collected from the railway station at Kew by the
Suters family and travelling along a bush track to get to Bonny Hills. At
the time Clare's dad, Alex Martin, was working with Harold and lived in
Bonny Hills for 12 months.

Clare recalls the Martin's had a house on one side of the creek and a
property where they grew vegetables on the other side. A sign on the
old bridge said "Martin's Corner”.

One of many happy memories was of the times concerts were held on
the back of an old truck and everyone around joined in the fun.




Memories from Roger Masters
visits to grandparents in 12 Seaview Street

The house at 12 Seaview St, Bonny Hills holds many happy memories for me.
It was owned by my grandparents, Gordon A Fisher and E Mary Fisher.

He was headmaster of TAS 1940-60. My mother is June Fisher, their
daughter. We first visited Bonny Hills in 1959 that | recall but | don't have any
photos of that time. My family lived in Taree, where my Dad (Elliott Masters)
was a GP from 1952 to 1961 when we left to go to England. My grandparents,
known to me as Ma & Pa, also came to England at that time and Pa taught at

Shrewsbury for a short while as he headed for retirement. We returned in
1965.

The photos of the front of the house, including dirt road, were taken in 1969
and include our ‘new’ car. There were no houses on each side. It was a lovely
house and garden. (The brick veneer and number of additions and enclosures
came after 1972, the year my grandfather died of a stroke.) There were
virtually no other houses. The McCuddens lived opposite. Beyond them you
could see the water tower.

| recall the daily walks with my grandfather down to the rocks to fish, on an
old track from the end of Seaview St that lead beside an old timber post &
wire fence. Often | would walk through a side gate into the western next door
block they owned, then down to the post office to collect the mail from the
pigeon holes.

In 1969-72 | would surf the beach, but | believe the sands have now moved
and it's a lot smaller. The house had a large living room and after a day of
swimming, fishing, reading etc we would watch the ABC news at 7 and then
something like Ronny Barker etc. Near the front door was a long cedar
bookcase, full of interesting books that | would fill my time in on those visits.

My grandfather planted some Norfolk pines in the eastern next door block that

they owned; they are gone but the Norfolk pines you see down near the PO
and the beach, he also planted.

Roger Masters 2019




Roger Masters (left) and Richard Masters (right)
with Ma (Mary Fisher)

The photos of the birthday cake celebration include me, my brother and
Ma & Pa in separate shots. The birthday was my brother’s and dates it to
Sept 1965. It shows the concrete patio which was outside of what was a
sunroom. You stepped off that into the garden.

Roger Masters (left) and Richard Masters (right)
with Pa (Gordon Fisher)

Memories from Roger Masters
visits to grandparents in 12 Seaview Street



The photos of the back yard show me (Roger) with a fish, my brother Richard, my sister Jane and our dog Sandy.
Taken in 1966 these show the view towards the sea with few houses and the dirt roads in the background.

Memories from Roger Masters
visits to grandparents in 12 Seaview Street




Memorable times
at Bonny Hills
from Bill Shelly

" Everyone’s idea of Paradise is different

I would not have swapped the years
I spent at Klumpp’s Corner for the Taj Mahal”

Photo taken at Top Shop by Brian Antram.
The lobster ended up on the dining table of
Mick Sullivan and Jack Gibson

The smiles say it all
Nana Klumpp and Rick Graham




In Bill's own words

"I was lucky to be the son of a good fisherman
who taught me to hand line before 1 started school.
But my greatest luck was the people I fished with,
dead set fish magnets. They took to hand lines like
you wouldn't believe and were second to none.”

Bill and Rick Graham
Taken on boat ramp by German
fishing inspector Hermy.
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Bill and Arthur Jones Mick Jeffery




Wall hanging created by Travis Allen, (great grandson of Jack Suters)
Items collected from the local beaches (except for the largest crab).
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Googery and pumpkin vine at Nana Klumpp's family home



Dougie Suters' Shack

Home to EJiz Lloyd-James and family 1980s

/

Nana Klumpp




Klumpp Dubbys - called this by Nana (each family had a unit) and chook house
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Jan Carney remembers the historic well at Bartlett's Beach

| remember surfing at Bartletts Beach, known to me as “Little Beach” when a very young girl.

We would enjoy the surf and then go to the shower under the reservoir to rinse off the sait

water. The water was crystal clear and ran non stop from the overflow of the well through a

hole in the roof of the shower. The water came from a natural spring which runs through the Car ney _ Sharkey
reserve near the amenities.

Unfortunately, progress and development of Bonny Hills spoilt this wonderful reservoir as in
the early seventies new residents to Bonny Hills were required to install septic tanks. The
septic tanks were pumped out by a truck and disposed of. Due to the expense of having to

pump out the tanks, many tanks were left to overflow with the effluent finding its way to the
reservoir

Hastings Council as it was known then decided it was a health issue and ordered the reservoir
to be emptied of its water.

My father Alex Sharkey worked for the Hastings Council in the mid seventies and was asked
to “blow up” the reservoir.

He was quite upset about having to demolish it because he had also enjoyed holidays each

year with his family the Suters, but as an employee of the Council proceeded to carry out their
wishes.

He placed explosives at the base of the wall and set it off. The concrete in the walls was
made from sand and grit from Bartletts Beach and was very hard and strong - it didn’t
succumb to the explosives much to his delight. However a small hole was made in the bottom
which served to drain the water and that is how it stands today.

The well acts as one of the best environmental friends the old weathered cliff face could have.
The natural spring plus water from the above residential area still spills into the reservoir. It
then overflows onto the rock platform at the base of the well - NO EROSION.

Take note of the erosion caused by the drainage installed some 100 metres to the southeast of
the well. Pipes were installed under the road and open out onto the reserve. In a downpour
the local children ride their boogie boards down the reserve. The water channels its way
across the reserve and gushes down the cliff face causing massive erosion.

| would love to see the well preserved for it is a very important part of Bonny Hills heritage
and the history of its early settlement.

Alex Sharkey

Wouldn't it be wonderful if life was still simple enough for the old shower and reservoir to
return?

| have been a resident of Bonny Hills since 1973 and have photographs of the well as a keepsake
but would much rather have the “real thing”.

Let us think back to all the things that have been knocked down in other villages for progress
and look ahead to preserve our well.

Jan Carney
November 2006




Little Beach Headland — old amenities in background
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Peter Robinson, Alan Laws, Rex Trotter, Roger Green Ray Fowler,
Steven Reid, Rod Marchment, Ray Thompson
Seated: Chris Hunt, Ron Carney, Charlie Suters, Peter Sonter, David Whittock




Angie Carney, Briony Henley Gretlyn McIntosh - . ! ' N _ Bonny Hills Netball Team | _
- Amy Ridland & Carrie Lane o TR B 3 : Janet Hellyer, Phillipa Henley, Lorraine Starr, Cheryl Martin
; ' : : : Bev MclIntosh, Jan Carney & Liz Ridland

 Morely, Kurt Carney, Darren O’Rafferty,
AcCudden, Jarrad Morely & Michael O’Rafferty
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ennett brood of Bonny Hills

2 secret of living

Peter

IT’S tempting to paint the
Bennett clan asan Australian
*version of the von Trapps orthe
Partridge Family, yet there’s |
nothing quite like them. “It wasn't an expensiy
Meet mum Shirley. 56, dad lifestyle. because we res
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