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BRIDGES

Population 1912 - Wauchope 600.

17 miles by river from Port Macquarie

12 miles by road from Port Macquarie

Sailing vessels were brought up river by tugs from Port Macquarie being guided to the channel
at the rocks where there was a wharf opposite Wauch at Camerons - other wharves at Ennis RI.
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King & Sarah Creeks bridged.

Telegraph Point bridge opened April 9.

Bridge Creek Bridge being demolished. Opened Mrs Don Cameron—gf-

Crosslands, “Men of Mark™.

Carrington

Wharf was at Mortons Creek before Beechwood.
Humpty Back, North Haven - Harry Klumpp

Arthur Harriott had mail run for 9 years.

Bains Bridge approach dedicated.

£300 cost of repair to Bain Bridge after flood.

Driver to inspect Morton Creek.

Bridge to be built over Stony Creek Ferry at Hursley.

New Bridge over King Creek.

King Creek Bridge




Seuey ye sbpiig uotsuadsng




Dee Creek Bﬁde. o he Oxley Htgh way, Iook m Lon Flat side.

|




A5
~Y

THE FIRST PYLON

The first pylon is driven at the Bain Bridge site on October 24, 1906. The bridge is currently un-
dergoing extensive works which will make it a maintenance-free concrete SIructure.
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“ON BEECHWOOD ROAD”’

Camerons Falls river crossing, prior to the opening of Bain Bridge in 1907
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THE TWO BRIDGES

Early access across the Wilson River at Telegraph Point was by punt.

On April 22, 1899, a public meeting of Telegraph Point residents urged the government to
construct a bridge to replace the ferry. Work began in September 1900 on construction of a single
lane bridge with both the design and construction being carried out by the Public Works
Department at a total cost of £8,500. A lifting span was incorporated in the bridge to allow the
passage of timber droghers on their way to and from the various wharves along the banks of the
riven to Ballengarra.

The bridge was formally opened on April 9, 1902, by Hon. R. Davidson and christened by
two old residents, Miss E. Rowsell and Mrs. H. L. Wilson. This uninterrupted thoroughfare was
to continue until the opening of the north coast railway line in November 1917 when gates were
erected to protect vehicle and train movements.

On of the most important decisions to be made since the opening of the railway line was on
February 15, 1972, when tenders were called by the state government for the building of a new
bridge to span the Wilson River. Not only would this eliminate a serious road traffic bottleneck on
the single lane wooden bridge, but the new bridge would pass over the railway line and eliminate
the level crossing on the Pacific Highway. On May 4, 1972, the contract was let for the bridge ata
cost of $1.432 million with a completion time of 108 weeks. The bridge was to be of concrete
construction, 15 span and 1800 feet in length including approaches.

The first 'test pile’ hole was driven on the south bank on June 8, 1972, and thus began
construction of the new bridge about 50 metres north of the old structure. By June 26, 1973, the
new bridge was half way across the river and by mid July wooden poles had been driven up to the
railway line. On September 21 the last concrete segment was placed in position on the northern
abutment. By December 17, the bridge was nearing completion and in March 1974 during a major
flood the bridge was unofficially used by road vehicles. On April 10 the surface of the bridge was

covered with bitumen and all was in readiness for the official opening.

On April 17, 1974, the Wilson River Bridge was declared open by Sir Charles Cutler, the
Minister for Main Roads. Prior to the opening a function was held on the actual roadway at the
southern abutment where numerous dignitaries attended. A bronze nameplate was embedded into
the abutment with all details of the opening. A Scottish band led the procession across the whole
length of the bridge. It was a great day for Telegraph Point when this magnificent edifice came
into being, especially with the elimination of the traffic hazards of the old single lane bridge.

The bridge opening saw the railway level crossing gates shut and locked, bringing to an
end 56 years of use of this crossing. With the shutting off of the southern approaches the old
bridge became isolated bringing to a close 72 years of history. '

The demolition of the 1902 bridge began on March 7, 1975, and on April 17, -- exactly
one year after the opening of the new bridge — the old bridge and an era were gone.

(This article was condensed from information provided by
Wallace A. Jenkins of Telegraph Point.)



The Kindee Bridge under construction in 1936,

Isolation remembered

The picture of the Kindee Bridge in a recent
copy of the Hastings Gazette, brought back
memories of the days of isolation of the residents,
of both Kindee and the Forbes River.

For years, the residents of both districts had
combined in an effort to be provided with a
satisfactory outlet. The aim was, for one bridge,
and one road to serve both communities.

A high level bridge over the Hastings River to
Kindee, and the road to continue through Kin-
dee, and out through the gap in the hills, at what
is now the property of Mr Gordon Latimore, and
on through the Forbes River district.

To prove that the route was feasible, Mr
Robert Dulhunty was commissioned to make a
survey of the proposed route. His report in 1926
contained the following:

1. A grade of | in 20 is available throughout, and
very little rock is encountered. ’

. By adopting the Kindee-Forbes-Cowar Route
thirteen miles of construction, and 135 miles of
widening and re-construction, will be elimin-
ated ana a saving of over twenty thousand
pounds effected
That access will be provided 10 60 properties
which at present are isolated by a small fresh
in the Hastings River

4. There will be no extracost for bridging.

5. Twenty five settlers (Soldiers) on the Pappin-
barra Creek now 20 miles from a store or P.O.,
will be within 8 miles from the stores and post
office at Long Flat.

6. Large areas of land suitable for settlement at
the head of Kindee and Forbes will be opened
up.

. Large belts of timber at present inaccessible,
will be tapped.

Then came the depression and the Forbes

River residents, who were the most disadvan-

taged, were given the option of either waiting

some years for a high level bridge and one road to

serve both Kindee and the Forbes River or a

suspension bridge for each centre, with the For

bes to be served first.

Acting on the principle, that “a bird in the
hand is worth two in the bush” the Forbes opted
for the suspension bridge rather than the long
wail for the “one road, one bridge™,

This bridge was duly opened on July 1, 1933. It
was a nice sunny day m mid-winter and the local
residents rejoiced in, what the oldest resident
“Uncle™ Johnnie Coombes, described as his proud
day, as he cut te ribbon. Mr Arthur Blackie,
secretary of the local association described it in
his sneech ac liftine them “aut af tha denthe of
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retardation by 50 years.” This bridge washed
away in 1946. Another was erected in its place,
only to suffer the same fate.

Kindee got its bridge in 1936. Its completion
was delayed because of the tragic death of the
contractor Mr Haydon, when an anchor pole
snapped letting him crash on 1o the rocks below.
Mr Jack Bain was left suspended for several
hours, before he could be brought down to safety,

However the bridge was duly completed, and
was officially opened on December 19, 1936.

The bridge meant so much to Kindee, that the
opening was a time of general rejoicing.

After the opening ceremony the public
proceeded to Long Flat for Junch and a picnic.

To epd a memorable day, a lorry load of us
were caught in a thunderstorm, which only added
to our joy, as the season had been very dry.

— J. E. Huckett.
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® SAWMILLERS
® FARM MACHINERY
® EARTH-MOVING
® LOGGERS
® HEAVY TRANSPORT
PORTABLE SERVICE VEHICLE
ON CALL
A Modern, Mechanical
Engineering Plant

James Machinery co.

INDUSTRY RD., WAUCHOPE
Phone Wauchope 85 1379.
{No. 2 Industrial Area).
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PROGRESS ON £60,000 BRIDGE |
AT RAWDON ISLAND

The villuge of Sancrox. some four
miles down the Hastings from Wauchope,
is the centre of an activity surpassing any-
thing it has known in its lifetime — the
construction of the Rawdon Island Bridge.
This £60,000 project is being linanced by
the N.8.W. State Government and con- |
structed by Anderson Civil Engineering
Co. Piy.. Ltd.
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BRIDGE
WITH
MODERN
HISTORY

—OFFICIAL OPENING
ON FRIDAY

The bridge across Lake Cathie en-
trance, by no means the most significant
as far as bridges go, yet of tremendous
significance to the seaboard of the Hast-
ings River Valley, is to be officially open-
ed on Friday afternoon, December 1st, by
the State Government's Minister for Local
Government and Highways, Mr. Charles
Cutler.

Mr. Cutler, M.L.A., will be the guest
of the two Local Government bodies, Port
Macquarie Municipal Council and Hastings
Shire Council, who shared the cost of the
bridge with the State's Department of
Main Roads.

The five-span, pre-cast, pretension-
ed concrete bridge has been open to traf-
fic since early this year.

The tender of E. M. & M. R. Firth,
of Tamwaorth, at $96,069, was accepted in
April last year, and total cost of the bridge
and approaches is expected to be between
$130,000 and $140,000.

Hastings Shire Council was respons-
ible for and built the approaches to the
bridge; the Shire is also doing the butt-
ressing work that is at present consolidat-
ing an excellent job.

Half of the total cost will be met by
the Department of Main Roads; the mun-
icipal and shire councils will share the oth-
er half.

The bridge is 183 feet long with a
width of 36" 3". A 24-foot pavement has
footways of 6-feet. It hasn't the charm of
the rugged, wooden structure which it has
replaced, but in these modern days it is a
very fine example of engineering skill, cap-
able of standing up to the heavy traffic de-
mands already made upon it.

THE FIRST BRIDGE

The southern areas on the seaboard
of the Hastings Valley—that is Laurieton-
North Haven and Port Macquarie — have
been joined by a direct route since the first
bridge was built at Lake Cathie in 1958-59,
though it was some years later before the
road between the two areas reached the
high standard which local and wisiting

ICONTINUED NEXT PAGE

@ Pictured this page, the delightful area
that greets the picnickers; th

1ew bridge
and the one it has replaced
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CATHIE BRIDGE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

people, indeed many highway travellers as
well, enjoy today.

In 1962, a Tourist Road was pro-
claimed by the State Government and it
was in that year that the municipality ach-
ieved the sealing of the road as far as Lake
Cathie.

A $40,000 loan was raised by the
council to supplement the Tourist Road
Grant.

Just six years ago, the shire complet-
ed its section of the Tourist Road, from
North Haven to Lake Cathie on the south
side.

In doing so, the Shire Council made
the greatest contribution to the develop-
ment of the seaboard link with its half
share of the cost, something in the order
of $130,000.

Thus, as well as building a bridge, the
two councils have made an enormous con-
tribution to the seaboard development of
the valley.

The history of that first bridge a-
cross Lake Cathie is well worth recalling.

The Port Macquarie News had advo-
cated the way in from Kew as the natural
gateway to Port Macquarie and a commit-
tee of three from the then Chamber of Pro-
gress was appointed in 1956 to make pre-
liminary investigations.

First problem in those days was to
get to Cathie along the sand track, and the
committee looked at a site for the bridge
closer than at present to the sea.

However, and fortunately, engineer-
ing know-how prevailed and the present
site was decided upon.

There was an immediate and re-
markable enthusiasm for the bridge—to be
built by voluntary labour if necessary —
and an equally remarkable scepticism.

A Port Macquarie deputation went to
the shire council in January, 1957, and this
led to Ald. Kenny and Kennedy joining the
late Harry Bransdon (shire president) on
a deputation to Mr. McGrath, Minister for
Public Works.

The deputation was successful in
that authority was forthcoming to allow
the bridee to be built, but there was no
government grant—as hoped for.

The two councils were, however, al-
lowed to each transfer $6,000 from Com-
monwealth Aid Road Funds to Cathie
Bridge, which was expected to cost be-
tween $20,000 and $25,000.

The municipal engineer, Mr. Ron
Richardson—who later supervised the con-
struction—got out a plan for the bridge
and in April, 1957, the Public Works Dept.
decreed that an extra span—not three but
four spans—had to be added and this up-
ped the cost by $4,000.

Later in April the Shire Council a-
greed to allocate $7,000—and no more—to
Cathie Bridge.

By June, however, Ald. Kenny was
threatening to take over the south Cathie
and Laurieton area because of an “agree-
ment" the shire had drawn up in relation
to the bridge—to which by that time do-
nations of labour and material promised
had reached $15,000.

With $800 provided by the Chamber
of Progress and wlth the aid of working

The Minister for Local Govern-
ment and Highways, Mr. Charles
Cutler M.LLA., who will officially op-
en Cathie Bridge on Friday after-

noon

bees, work started on the bridge in mid-
July, 1957,

Lioyd McNeil joined engineer Rich-
ardson and council foreman Sid Hinton,
and a host of voluntary workers and the
last pile was driven at the end of Novem-
ber, 1957.

At the end of March, 1958, Sid Hin-
ton had the honour of being “the first man
across the bridge.” It was completed well
within the estimate at a cost of $18,158.
Actual expenditure was $11,047.3 and the
remainder voluntary labour.

But there was more to be done, and
at the official opening of the bridge and
approaches the figure was put at $32,000.

Of this amount, the municipal coun-
cil found $10,000, the shire $7,000. $1600
in cash came by way of public subscription
and the remainder through donations of
material and labour.

At the official opening on Frida:.
July 17, 1959, among those thanked were
Mr. Stace, of the Camden Haven, for his
donation of the bridge piles; Mr. Eddie
Cunning for the rock fill; Heron's Creek
Timber Mills, for timber; Platt's Transport
for cartage; the Skindivers’ Club, and the
Apex Club.

Members of the Apex Club were
thanked not only for their work on the
bridge, but on the picnic area near the
bridge as well.

Lance Hartley will be remembered as
the chairman of the Chamber’'s bridge-
building committee, and he and engineer
Richardson, along with Lloyd McNeil and
Ern. Cunning, came in for commendation.
Roger Dulhunty was thanked for free sur-
veying; even the “Mews” received a bou-
quet for its part.

The official opening was performed
by the then Commissioner for Main Roads,
Mr. Sherrard, and the “tea party” that fol-
lowed was held jn something else that now
belongs to history—the old golf clubhouse
{since demolished) that was moved from
town to the Tacking Point links.

A remarkable sequence of events has

followed the building of that first bridge.

Less than twelve months after the
bridge was opened to traffic, the Lands
Department sold the first home sites on
the Port Macquarie side of Lake Cathie
and it was then the most successful auc-
tion of seaside land the department had ev-
er experienced.

Further sales since have increased
the number of lots sold by the department
on the Port Macquarie side to 153, and 70
of the lots have been built on. Another 20
lots will be auctioned in the new year and
plans are already drawn up for further ex-
tensive releases.

This activity led to Oxley County
Council extending its supply lines to the
north side of Cathie in 1959 and in Octob-
er that year the shire moved to extend its
water supply and by May, 1960, the Cam-
den Haven water supply was flowing north
of the bridge.

There is no pan service, and septic
systems are an essential requirement with
all buildings; early next year a twice week-
ly garbage service is to be instituted by the
municipal council.

Lake Cathie has for many years been
a most popular picnic area because of the
safe swimming for children, and the fish-
ing; today it is of ever-growing importance
as a residential and holiday resort area.

On the south side, within the shire
boundaries, progress has also been out-
standing in recent years, with flats — ev-
en motels — adding to the high standard
of hame building which the area is enjoy-
ing today.

@ Pictured, the new bridge at Lake Cat-
hie looking from the lake side and show-
ing the extensive buttressing work, also
the approach from the southern (shire)
side of the inlet. The second picture, taken
from the bowling green which is in course
of construction. shows the type of build-
ing development taking place on the south
side.

Port Macquarie News,
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HIGH
SCHOOL :
P. & C.

At the November meet-
ing it was decided that,
because of other school
activities in December,
the next meeting will not
be held until the second
Tuesday in February,
when we hope to welcome
many new members

The principal, Mr. Milne,
during his comprehensive
report on school activities,
stated how successful the
various parent | teacher
nights have been, with
benefit to students, teach-
ers and parents.

Az the school's 16 m.m
projector iz In constant
use, Mr. Milne asked for
another 16 m.m. projector,
an overhead projector and
screen. The P. & C. allot-
ted $616 to buy this neces-
sary equipment

It was also decided that
the P. & C.'s prize to the
dux of the school will be
books to the value of $20
in place of the medal pre-
viously presented

The rental of the school
Canteen was before the
meeting and |t was unani-
mously decided to renew
the lease for a further 12
months

All members were sor-
ry to hear of the illness
of Mrs. McLaren, the wif-
of our president. and
wish her a speedy recov-
ETy :

AUTO RADIATOR
SPECIALIST

W. CONNELLY
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is under new management and for one week
only we are having an

Auction Sale
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Glarence Street, Port Macquarie

MUNICIPALITY OF PORT MACQUARIE

Official .Opcning Lake
Cathie Bridge

The Honourable C. B. Cutler, ED., M.LA,
Minister for Local Government and Highways
will officiate at the opening ceramony of
the new Lake Cathie Bricrllgm 3330 p.m., Friday,
Ist December, 1972.

All citizens and representatives of local or-
ganisations are cordially invited to be present.

W, G. ALCOCK,
Town Clerk.

Council Chambers,
Port Macquarie.
by e B N}

SCREENING AT THE
RITZ THEATRE

Tues., Wed.
CAINE ADMIRES

Sun., Mon.,

Road Design Draftsmen

Applications, closing on fth December, 1972,
are Invited for appointment as Road Design
Draftsmen, Class I, at the Department's Divis-
ional OMfice at Port Macquarie,

The minimum educational standard required is
the School Certificate with English and Science
at ordinary level and Mathematics at credit
level, but prefrence will be given to applicants
with the Higher School Certificate with passes
in at least four subjects including Mathematics
and English

Commencing salary will be within the range
£2,016 to $3,258 a year depending on qualifica-
tions and age, with very good prospects of fur-
ther advancement subject to satisfactory ser-
wice,

Conditions of employment Include four weeks
annual leave, long service leave, study leave’
and superannuation benefits.

Applications in own handwriting accompanied
by coples of testimonials and vocational guid-
ance reports if available, should be submitted
on forms available from the Senior Clerk (tele-
phone 831144, ext. 4) and addressed to the
undersigned:

T. P. DESMARCHELIER,
Divisional Engineer.
Department of Main Roads,
P.O, Box 147,
PORT MACQUARIE, NEW. 2444

Fridges;
Heaters;

Pictures; Chairs; Tables; Bed and Bedding; Ward-

Saturday, 2nd December

Washing Ma-

Tays, Crockery,

GIVE-AWAYS

PUBLIC NOTICE

Please take notice that as from Saturday, November

I'l, 1972, the business known as—

Kempsey Brick and
Pottery Co.

IS UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Supplies of bricks will continue and there will be

no interruption to normal trading.

We lock forward to your continued support of your

local brick yard.

Our General Manager in charge at the brick yard
is Mr. Harold Berry, a man of many years' brick-
making experience. Please feel free to call on him
(or telephone Kempsey 2225) with any problem you

may have,

100,000 COMMON BRICKS ARE AVAILABLE FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Special prices for quantity sales and cash

NORMAN BRENCHLEY
Managing Director.

Authorised by G. Freeman, Secretary,
Hastings District Trades and Labor Council

SANTA ARRIVES 6.30 p.m.

when SANTA  TOURS
TOWN by MINI-MOKE TONIGHT

THE

TRIPLE THREAT

Lovely British actress
Petra Markham, who at

BOGART

In MGM's new gang-
ster film, "GET CART-

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

the Hpe: old  age. .of ER,” Michael C';m; . s
P %, ot | iy + amecer wiich  Electoral Division of Lyne i)
her film debul as .4 | con roles Humphrey

fifteen-year-old opposite
Michael Caine in "GET
CARTER,” is an expert
al doing three things at
once. She played a maj-
or role in the MGM
film, appeared with an
improvisational  theatre
group at London's Raoyal
Court Theatre, and co-
starring the TV series
“Victoria & Albert” —
all at the same time.

Asked why she keeps
up such a strenuous
schedule, the actress said
with a smile: “1 like to

eat regularly.”

Bogart used to play,

“That's fine with me,"
said Caine remarking
that the late actor is
one of his two favourite
film actors,

The other?
“Cary Grant," he re-
plied “After  “GET

CARTER"” I'd like to do
a love story or.a light
comedy, the type of film
Grant does so well.™

“GET CARTER" is
rated as the best ganmg-
ster drama released in
recenl years.

The following persons have been duly nominated ns
Candidates for the Election of one iiember of the
House of Representatives, for the above Division, to

EL PASO

serve In the Parli

t of the O Ith:

CARNEY, Peter John Arthur
Glenthorne via Taree, Solicitor.

COLLINS, Herbert John

13 Trrawang St., Raymond Terrace, Labour-

er.

CORDNER, Joseph Henry
3 Bhort 8t, Taree, Retired.

LUCOCK, Philip Ernest
13 Canget 5t., Wingham, M.P.

THEW, Stephanie Christine

RESTAURANT NOW

SPECIAL PARTY
* ®x x MENU * % %

(Prices include band and drinks}
Don't miss oud, Contact the El Paso Restaurant
Phone B3 1944 or 83 2540 after & p.m.

their wary attempts to com-
municate make this strange
love affair ring true,

Warren is the actor who
couldnt crack Broadwa
despite training at the Uni-
versity of Louisville and ex-
tended coaching by New
York's Herbert Berghof. But
he landed a bit part in a
“Have Gun, Will Travel"
segment  within c;acrs after
reaching Hollywood.

More important rales fol-
lowed and it was not long
before Warren Oates was
one of the most sought
after young actors.

Warren Dates in
MEM’s **Chandler™

“I'm trying to live down
the cattle rustlers and out-
laws of my movie past, and
enjoy the right side of the
law,” says Warren Oates,
who stars with Leslie Caron
in MGM's "Chandler,” an
action-packed thriller.

In his Jatest film he plays
a private eye with a code so
strict that he baddies ean’t
believe he’s for real. Neither
at first, can Leslie Caron,
as a woman with a past, but
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RING 83-2255 FOR
CLASSIFIED
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B River 8t, Wauchope, Computer Program-
mer,

A Poll will accordingly be taken for the Division on
Saturday, the Becond day of December 1972, in ae-
cordance with the law of the Commonwealth for the
regulation of Parliamentary Electlons. The Poll will
open at Eight o'clock in the morming and will not
close until all Electors present in the Polling Booth
at Eight o'clock in the evening, and desiring to vote,
have voted.

The Polling Places appointed for the division which
are prescribed for the Subdivision of Port Macquar-
ie are as follows:

Prescribed Polling Places— Hibbard (Hamilton
House); Port Macquarie (Methodist Hall); Port
Macquarie East (High School); Port Macquarie
Hospital (Hospital).

NOTE: A list of al! the Polling Places appointed for
the Division is advertised in the Manning River
Times on the 30th day of November, 1972,

Dated this 30th day of November, 1972,
R, G. LAYTHAM,

Returning Officer for the Electoral Division of Lyne.

— FREE ADMISSION —

El Paso Licensed Public Restaurant

presents

DINNER DANCE

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT
Music by Top Group

SPECIAL 4 COURSE MENU PLUS A WINE — $4.00

® NO COVER CHARGE

oV " !,25'

BOOKINGS - 83 1944 I
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Salt Air

According to a read-
er of the “News"
following reference in
this column on Thurs-

dsy last to Koala
Bears — the Koala
will eat any type of
eucalypt (gum leaf)
but will only breed

when feeding on two
particular types, com-
monly known as the
cabbage-leafl gum,

To add credence to
what he had to say,
the same reader told
us his Finches would
not nest until he fed
them seed from our
popular and plentiful
Casuaring. He takes n
sugarbag full of the
gathered on
Cathie plains — home
to Sydney after every
holiday here.

A 4 4

No Rlue Ribbon: The
Royal Agricultural So-
clety of N.S5.W. has pro-
duced a high quality
publication  explaining
the highlights, organis-
ation and financing of
Sydney's Roya| Easter
Show. Tt was printed in

Japan. Mayhe the
RAS8 should start a
section for printed

work, or entice the Jap-
anese to send down an
exhibit of pumpkins
and Saneen goats! —
“Printers News" reac-
thon.

A 4 4

Not that we want to
encourage the locals to
put their tariffs up, but
did you happen to no-
tice—according to a
“S.M. Herald" advi—
you can buy a luxurious
apartment in Acapuleo
for S62,000 (Australinn
$52 162) and let it for
$85 a day summer rates,

A 4 4

Now I had better be
careful . . . . I wasn't
coming here B.C. but it
was before Asher Joel
« «» . It wag OAT-1 then

and is still to me.
CAT-T has more charm
about it for me than
“RATHY" .. . . who is
“KATHY" anywny ?,
even though T notice
your shire president

keéps referring to Lake
“Kathy."—The Minister
for Local Government
and Highways Charies
Cutler, at the opening
of Lake Cathle bridge,
and the CAT-I's got the
applnuse.

A 4 2

The price of heer, or
what it costs to serve
it * * . “Eary in the
month, a meeting was
held between members
of your Executive and
the Execuntive of the
Registered Chubs' Asso-

cintion. During  the
meeting, matters of
common Interest were

discussed and good pro-
gress made on certain
points at issue. To me,
the main futl:re o: t'h?
mesting was the alr o
cordiality which existed
between both Executive
bodies. How different it
wns to the old days!
Now, the meetings we
hold are always fruit-
ful and co-operation ex-
ceptional.  This, of
course, Is the way that
it should be. We are
both in the same type
of industry and both
have a role to play In
meeting .the needs of
the community.”

From the President's
Newsletter, Australian
Hotels' Association.

Cowan

vor, Ald.

Minister

and shire

president John Abi Saah
at the ribbon cotting to

mark the
Cathie Bridge.

opening  of

The Country Party Member for Lyne,
Mr. P. E. Lucock, of Wingham, was return-
ed to Parliament at Saturday's Federal

elections.

In common with the
swing away from the
Libera)-Country  Party
government his major-
ity Iin the Lyne elector-
ate was reduced.

At the close of count-
13 yesterday, Mr. Lucock
led the Labor Party can-
didate, Mr. Peter Carney,
of Taree by 3542 votes
and 2,582 preference votes
—of which Mr. Lucock
could expect half—had to
be distributed.

In addition; something
in excess of 6,000 votes
remain to be counted and
final figures are not ex-
pected to be known until
late this week.

Yesterday afternoon the
position was:

Carney (ALP) 18,934
Collins (DLP) 1,287
Cordner(Ind.) 226
Lucock (CF) 22 481
Thew (AP) 1039

Before the distribution

of preferences at the 1969
Federal elections, Mr. La-
cock led the ALP. can-
didate, Mr. J. R. Allan by
25 898 votes to 15,631, Af-
ter preferences, the final
eount was Lucock 27,1086,
Allan 18 857

Indications are that Mr.
Lucock's 10148 majority

on Mondays.
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STEP-UP FOR "NEWS”

Today marks the introduction of a regular
|6-page issue of the Port Macquarie "News"

Several new features are to be introduced,
first of which is an increase in size and volume
of our T.V. supplement, which can be relied
upon to provide up-to-the-minute programmes

This first step has been made possible
by advertisers willing to support and maintain
local industry, and we thank them heartily.

Immediately after the Xmas holiday rush,
a second new feature — which is sure to have
wide appeal — will be introduced,

Monday's "News" will, of course, continue
with weekend :port and be as newsy as ever

in 1069 will be approxi®
mately halved.

Both Port
and Wauchope
slightly favoured Mr, Lu-
cock, whilst all other
candidates fared badly

At Port Macquarie Mr.
Lucock polled 2820 voles
to Mr. Carney's 2,047.

Mr. Collins polled 105,
Mr. Cordner 26 and Mrs.
Stephanie Thew 141

At Wauchope, Mr. Lu-
cock polled 1,707 to Mr
Carney's 1,338,

Mr. Collins got 33 Mr.
Cordner 5 and Mrs. Thew
BE

Macquarie
votersa

In the adjoining seat of
Cowper, to the north th
sitting  Country Party
member, Mr. Ian Robin-
son, narrowly retained his
“blue ribbon” seat when
he polied (at the close of
counting yesterday) 21 -
184 voles to the Labor
Party Mr. Cronin's 18,510.
Mr. Robinson's majority
in 1969 was 11.385.

To the south, in Pater-
son, the sitting Country
Party member Mr. F. L
O'Keefe, who had a maj-
ority of 8709 in 1968, is
behind and iz in danger
of losing his seat

AL T L L e T R L L T YL )

This new and impressive bridge is typical
of modern facilities that both the State Govern-
ment and Loecal Government bodies in the dis-
trict are continually striving to provide, said the
Minister for Local Government and Highways,
Mr. Charles Cutler, M.L..A., when opening the
Lake Cathie bridge.

Today we are official-
Iy marking the com-
pletion of one project
which alone represents
an investment of al-
most §130,000 in the fu-
ture of this area™ he
My Government,
through the Department
of Main Roads provided
$66,000 towards the total
cost, with the balance

e being shared by Hastings

Shire Council and Paort
Macquarie Municipal
Council,

The co-operation of the
two Local Governing bod-
ies Is worthy of commen-
dation; in fact their co-
operation in most things
iz a tribute to both coun-
cils he said

From the point of view
of your tourist Industry,
perhaps the most pleas-
ing feature of this bridge
is the special care that
was taken in design to

provide a blend between
the man-made structure
and the natural sur-
roundings, said Mr. Cut-
er.

Thizs bridge will un-

doubtedly be a major fac-
tor in the future success
and development of the
tourist road between
Laurieton and Port Mac-
quarie.

The foture of Lake
Cathie as a developing
tourist resort, close to one

of the most magnificent
scenic coastlines in New
South Wales will be all

the more secure for the
completion of this work,
he sald,

It iz very pleasing and
I think most significant
that Department of Main
Roads traffic surveys have
already recorded traffic
volumes of up to 2 000 ve-
hicles per day on this
road, said Mr. Cutler.

Tourism

The major lncome ¢arm-

er in this area is of
course the tourist dollar

When the final figures
are tallied up for 1872 it

is expected that well in
excess of hall a million
people will have visited

the Port Macquarie-Hast-
ings district and that they
will have spent an esti-
mated $13 million

Although many will
have stopped for only one
night, the average stop-
over by visitors to this
area iz, T understand, 3.8
days.

My family has kicked
the average up over the
past 25 years in that we
always stay for three
weeks or more

When it is considered
that the total population
of Hastings Shire and
Port Macquarie Munici-
pality was 21,000 at June
1971, the fact that the
area will attract more
than half a million visi-
tors this year provides a
telling comparison.

An interesting side-
light is that 50 per cent
of these visitors will have
come from Sydney and
nnother 30 per cent from
other areaz of New South
Whales.

Department's
Contribution

In 1971-72 the Depart-
ment of Main Roads spent
$1325 million In  all
phases of its activities in
the construction pro-
gramme to upgrade roads
throughout the State of
course, the final figures
for the current financial
year will be well above
this.

Despite the need to
spread its funds over so
many areas where works
are obviously needed the
Government, throagh the
Department, has achieved
much.

Forgetting tis new
bridge for a moment there

are other important works
in progress along the
Lower North Coast which
represent  huge invest-
ments in the future of
this area and the State of

New
whote.

Just as an example,
through the Department
of Main Roads my Gov-
ernment has so far made
allocations and grants for

South Wales as a

maintenance and  con-
struction to Port Mac-
guarie Municipal Council

and Hastings Shire Coun-
cil for the 1872-73 finan-

cin] year totalling more
than £2.6 million
Perhaps the most im-

portant work at present
under way is the recon-

(Continued on page 2)

TOWEL SETS

® Face Washers
® Hand Towels

- @ Bath Towels
® Bath Mats

Glorious
Colours

Shop early for
Christmas

Furniture Department




Fine and warm South-
erly wind

marning
By's

15°C
Rainfall
Humidity

rising

Fort

@ The shire presi-
Cr. John Abi
Saab { B fl\ and may-
b Adams
(right) presenting a Death of
coffee  table to  Mr.
and Mrs. Cutler, in
appreciation of tln;lir B t M Wh-
coming to open the e c t
l'\llhlvg l.lridg‘l:. The r 'r er
:L‘:_'.:,‘;."“"f“.l:,':e' :‘i‘c_:.r’ At the age of 71 sports and the like
mnds .at Wamshope. years, Mr. Bertie Clay- He was also strong
ton McWhirter died in character and highly re-
the Hastings District spected by all who knew
Hospital on Satorday, him.
December 2nd. He married into
WEATHER A well known resident well known Dick family,
of Port Macquarie of his wife predeceasing him

many years standing, he several years ago,

lived at 26 Gordon Street,

Seas slight to pgrt Macquarie the past ily are well known

The tempera- 49 years, dents of Port Macqguarie
ar 9 o'clock this He conducted a general Burviving are Ceecil,

was 21°C. Yes- carrying  business for Vera, Johm, Alison

maximum W8S gome years — from the Albert and Kenneth.

ships coming into harbour

Th‘ overnight minimum sy Port Macquarie, and St Andrews Presbyterian
from the railway. Appro- Church in Port Macquar-

21 points fell prigte to his occupation, ie this morning at 11a.m.,

Sunday he was recognised as a the interment — under
564, baro- styong man, always the direction of McWhirters'

10221 millibars gnehor man in “old time” Funerals was made in

tug-o-wars at hospital

[=] REAL ESTATE

Land

HASSAL STREET—level building site

ROORONG AVENUE—views from here
KADINA CRESCENT—bushland setting
HKARALEE PARADE—level block near the beach
FPARKLANDS AVENUE—a lovely part of lown

Development Site

AFPPRECIATING VALUE—Here we have a really good site close to
trans and beaches. Level, and zoned for 40° 0" high rise develop-
ment, this magnificent property has a frontage of 66" 0" by a depth
of 150° 0. The property is currently returning $1,700 per annum per
medium of a pair of 2 bedroom fibro flats which lend themselves to
removal to another site. Possibilities galore in this proposition. Price

o All About Houses

A LOCALE OF CONVENIENCE-—An older type weatherboard cot-
tage iz offered for sale. The short, level walk to town takes only
minutes, while beaches and Olympic Pool are invitingly near. Ac-
\umnmd.almn is bigger than most and includes & family sized lounge,
three bedrooms, sewing room, sunroom, kitchen, dining area, bath-
room et ¢ area of land is surprisingly large and invites the green
fingered ones to bring out the best in it. Priced at $16,750.

FRETTY AS A PICTURE—This four year old brick venser has been
thoughtfully placed just right on its view-catching site. Town and
mountain views are superb, and will fill many & pleasant hour,
Grounds, too, have been well attended, and & new owner will have
very little te do. The family accommodation Is attractive and com-
prises lounge, 3 b.r's., mod. kit. and din area, tiled bathroom, gar-
age and laundry Well situatrd and priced at $24,000,

0,”' S‘d‘)lll 34 MUNSTER STREET

PORT MACQUARIE
real estate

{OPP. CO-OP.
PHOME: 83 2988 OR AH. 832412

s
MEMBERS OF REAL ESTATE INSTITUTE OF N.&.W.

54,500
$4,750

Macquarie News, Monday, Dec. 4, 1872

in 1857
Members of their fam-

Following a service at

Port Macquarie cemelery

ADDITIVES
TO WATER |
TO START
THIS MONTH

Introduction of ad-
ditives to the Port
Maecguarie/ Wanchope
water  supply  will |
commence later this
maonth,

An  assurnnce of
this was glven to
the Iatest meeting

of Hastings Shire
Counci] by the shire

engineer, Mr. w.
Russell.

Answering Council-

Huarrison, Mr.

lor
Russell said that all
plant houses for the
chliorination and
fluoridation of the
| local watey supply
were completed and
it was anticipated
that the plant would
be In operntion prior
to Christmas_

P

Beechwood
requests to
council

At s latest
Hastings Shire
granted a request from
Beechwood Tennis Club
that the provision of pub-
lic conveniences for the
Beechwood Park be con-

megting,
Council

sidered in the 1973 esti-
mates
x X X
Mr. M. Christi wrote

concerning the erection of
horse stables and the oc-
cupation of a caravan al
Beechwood

On the motion of Crs.
Harrison and Dark, it was
agreed that the writer be
required to submil an ap-
plication for the stables
and that permission be
granted to occupy a van
until December 9, 1572

x x X

Subject to Police ap-
proval being obtained,
Hastings Valley Sporting
Car Club was given per-
mission to conduct vehicu-
lar accelerntion tests on
the cld Blackman's Point
Road, on Sunday, Janu-
ary 14, 19738

LAKE CATHIE'S BIG

(Céntinued from page 1)

struction and  bitumen
surfacing of the Oxley
Highway between Wau-
chope and Wailcha which

when completed wil] cost
an estimated $4 million

This work is currently
recelving priority and
although expected to con-
tinue for the next two
years, already involves
the completion of bitumen
surfacing for the 56 miles
between Wauchope and
the Hastings Walcha
Shire boundary.

Improvements 1o the
junction of the Pacific and
Oxley Highways known
commonly as the Manning
turnoff, wil] be completed
by Christmas.

Work on bridges and
approaches totalling ap-
proximately $2 million is
also under way or due to
commence shortly in the
Lower North Coast areas

Good Gathering at

Opening

Mr. and Mrs Cutler
headed & long list of
VIP's present at the
opening ceremony.

Mr Phil Lucock,
MH.R., Mr. Bruce Cowan,
ML.A. and Mrs. Cowan

Councillor John Abi Saab,

Mayor C. C. Adams and
their wives; the Division-
al Engineer of the De

partment of Main Roads,
and

Mr. Desmarchelier

Mr. Lake, shire council-
lors and aldermen, and
the president of Lake

Cathie Progress Associa-
tion Mr. Harry Finniger,

were among the 200
people present plus a
long line-up of walling
traffic—when the Minis-
ter opened. the bridge ai-
ter a round of speech-
making.

The Minister wag the

only one to cut his speech
short; he said he did so
when Mrs. Cutler prompl-
ed him about the traffic
held up a line of veh-
jcles up to two miles long

Mayor speaks

On behalf of the citi-
zens of Port Macquarie,
and In association with
the President of the Has-
tings Shire, 1 am pleased
to extend a warm and
sincere welcome to you
and to Mrs. Cutler on the
occaslon of the Official
Opening of this new and
valuable link between the
two councils of the Hast-
ings Valley, said the may-
or of Port Macguarie,
Ald. C. C. Adams,

As you are aware, the
supervision of this splend-

id addition to the pro-
gressive up-grading of
our tourist and main

roads within the Hastings
Valley, was jointly car-
ried out in & most har-
monious relationship be-
tween our two councils
and the Department of
Main Roads

I must say that the fu-
ture of the Hastings Val-
ley appears to be un-
doubted. At the present
time, building applications
approved by both councils

to do, and that is fo make

the localities much more
presentable But here
again, shortage of funds

may delay any embellish-
ing of the areas

Mr. Minister and Mra.
Cutler, it is always a
pleasure to welcome you
both officially to this area
for which 1 know you
both have such high re-

gard. On behalf of my
colleagues and staff of
our council, I would like
to wish you both the

season's greelings.

Bhire Appreciated

Potential
Cr. John Abi Saab
ishire president) said his
counci] realised the po-
tential of the area many
years ago,

When the Tourist Road
classification came we
immediately applied, he
said

In conjunction with the
Dpartment of Main
toads we shared a $250,.-
000 expenditure on the
road from North Haven to
Cathie and the completion
of this bridge marks &

$400,000 expenditure all
told.

The shire had eve
confidence in the area
and this confidence has
not been misplaced, he
=aid.

Cr. Abi Saab sald a

project such as this bene-
fitted all ratepayers with-
in the shire and not ne
cessarily only those who
lived nearby.

My council will continue
with such development
and at the same time will
take steps to protect the
environment.

I am sure the Minister
appreciates what we are
doing, he said. As Leader
of the Country Party wou
have a blg role to play
and we are proud to have
you #s that Leader, and
for what you do for Local
Government we are also
grateful, he said.

Cr. Abi Saab also prais-
ed Mr. Desmerchelier for
his role as Divisional En-
gineer with the Depart-
ment of Main Roads.

Due to your dedication
and understanding we are
resolving our problems he
said to Mr. Desmerchelier.

Heavy Traffie

Mr. Pinniger, president
of Lake Cathie Progress
Association, told of a lo-
cal count back in early
1870, which revealed a
traffic flow of 6152 ve-
hicles in & month over the
pld bridge, with 3 200
crossing over on January
5 that year.

(A figure of 2,000 & day
today was mentioned by
the Minister)

Mr. Pinniger thanked
the two councils for thelr
joint efforts; he thanked
Bruce Cowan for his rep-
regentations

Where Best Fish
Bite Best

Mr. Pinniger urged the
Minister to consider the
construction of a fishing
platform  under bridges
such as at Lake Cathie.

' mented

engineers

DAY

This is where the best
fish bite best, he told the
Minister, and a platform
such as he had seen in
Western Australia, would
be a tremendous asset

Mr. Cowan

Mr. Bruce Cowan
ML.A., complimented the
two councils on  thelr
joint efforts to provide the
type of services that were
attracting so many people
to the area

We all have & tremen-
dous task in the prob-
lems that confront us with
development and it Is good
to zee people facing up to
their responsibilities he
said,

Mr. Cowan sald he hop-
ed to see some extensio
to the unique 'bus serv
which had a permit to
operate between FPort
Macquarie and ydnay
enabling it to serve the
Cathie and Camden Hav-
en area as well

Mr, Cowan also compli-
the engineer of
the Department of Main
Roads, and included the
of the two coun-
cilg for the part they had
played in the good job
done at Lake Cathie.

Lunch; Afternoon Tea

The councils had the
Minister and Mrs. Cutler
to lunch at the council
chambers in Port Mac-
quarie, and after the op-
ening ceremony — in 8 |
huge marquee which
blended magnificently
with the local environ-
ment on the north side of
the bridge—afterncon tea
was served.

It was, too, one of those

extremely pleasant early
summer days for the aus-
picious occasion; the

more remarkable because
of their rarity since
Spring began

RODEOS
AT
MARBUK

Rodeos are to be held
at  Marbuk Park in
January, mnot in De-
cember as  announced
in last Thursday's
edition of the “New
The dates are Janugry

6 and 21. The rodeos
commence at 8 pm. and
will be held under spot-
light

The two rodeos prom-

ize to be even bigger
events than those held
last year with $600 in

prizemoney being put up
cn both occasions.

Admission wil] be $F
for adults and 50 cents
for children,

this year have reached
more than ten million
dollars, and we know of)
almost another million|

that have been approved|
by way of development|
applications.

This  delightful new
structure stands close by
the original bridge that
was commenced by volun-
tary labour in 1857 It
was & splendid example
of community endeavour.
Those who were unable
to give of their labour,
contributed financially or
with materials. Alderman
Kennedy, who is still a
member of the Port Mac-
gquarie Council, was a
council representative on
a deputation to the then
Minister for ‘Public
Works, Mr. McGrath, who
gave his blessing to the
project, but that was all.

According to the Port
Macquarie “News", the
first bridge cost around
$25,000. Quite a differ-
ence, sir, to this one be-
ing opened today at a
cost of $140,000.

As the Lake Cathie ar-
ea on both sides of the
bridge is such & popular
family picnic ground,
there is one thing that re-
mains. for  both gouncils

L

Heahh

Be sure to see our
Glace Fruit Gift

=
NOW . . . is the time to make those
XMAS CAKES and FUDDING
and the

“1Plaza 7

in the
PLAZA CENTRE (CAR FARK SIDE)

83 1687
HAVE THE FINEST QUALITY
INGREDIENTS

Remember—all fruit is pre-washed a
ready for use

SAVE TIME! Phone your recipe

requirements to us and we will

have them weighed, ready for
you when you call.

Packs — inexpensive
and sure to please.

Foods

extensive range of
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A NORTH COAST SCENE BETWEEN TAREE AND PORT MACQUARIE.
The bridge over the Haven River at Ross Glen, in the Camden Haven district,

2veaes 1a




camden haven to port macquarie

see also:-

extracts from the New South Wales Calendar and
General Post Offcie Directory of 1832.

Pages 141, 142.



"FIRST TRAFFIC
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Led by goverment rep-
resentatives, a steady
stream of traffic passed
over the newly opened
Laurieton Bridge soon af-
ter 1 pm. on Saturday
last,

As well as hundreds
of people, and motor cars,
river traffic was also
well represented at the
opening, even the dis-
placed ferry put on a
gay appearance for its
last official duly on the
Camden Haven river,

The occasion was par-
Lticularly noteworthy for
the residents of Dunbog-
an, who have “put up
with" a ferry service
which hag served them
well over a long period

Of VOurs.

The bridge is the first
to he eompleted H0eV-
ciral more are "!’H]l"l' con-
struction under a
State Government
scheme to replace all
government subsidised

ferries with  bridges
n target hoped to be
achieved by 1971,

This, of course, means
more bridges in the Hast-
ings River Valley within
the next five years.



OLD LAKE ROAD
— NEW BRIDGE

® Picture above shows work pruceeding
on the construction of the new bridge
on Old Lake Road — one, of fourteen,
T-21 beams, is maneouvred into position.
The construction of the new bridge has
been a must for some time and Port
Macquarie Municipal Council is to be
congratulated on undertaking the pro-
ject. One of the local council’s top men,
Mr. Mick Roohan, is supervising the con-
struction; Mr. Syd. Thomas is the Fore-
man. The T-21 beams, which were made
in Tamworth, weigh approximately 5}
ton each, and when they are all in place
will be covered with a 6" thick decking.
Another feature of the bridge is the sec.
tion carrying the beams which is separ-
ate from the head stocks of the bridge,
allowing for ample movement under
heavy loads. Guard rails will be con-
structed and the heavy work is being
done by Dayal Singh together with coun-
cil's own crane which has only been in
operation for a couple of months. The
crane has been doing a grand job and
showing its worth, Mr. Roohan told the
“News". It is expected that the bridge
which is a vital link to council’s indus-
trial subdivision, will be ready for use
by the first week in June.

1973 Port Macquarie News.
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RAIN MARRED BRIDGE OPENING

' COMMISSIONER

CUT RIBBON
A break in the weather on Friday
afternoon last permitted the official op-
ening of Cathie Bridge, but the wet wea-
ther loo& much of the enjoyment away.
inted time, 3 p.m., there was an aw-

w
Hddugc anded{rholahnmoffhoam&alputy
enabled the function to go on.

North

was a brief one, and an ad-

. and
the a/c. marked “too idear.
“Time”, the Internstion-
al magasine,
story of
ahooting
of his arm
for carrying
s Bunday.
another
as the
people have lssued & sum-
mons agalnst the owmer
whose fishing boat, was
lost on the bar a  few
months ago—~for haviag an
nmwmm“
In the nt-

|
;?

FOR MAIN ROAD

coma.
of the
voluntary effort mnd co-op- |

eration batween the two |

Mr. SBhorrard pointed out 1
" |

however, been of as- |
sintance with the road

3
units 12,-
For

than, | submitt

Mr. Sherrard cutting the ribbon

had muds the bridge pows-

A small but happy band of
voluntesrs had sweated over
blistered hands, and  the
bridge was & monument to
tmm. sald the Mayor.

Thelr contribution

8,000,

Ald. Crisp said the Mumi-
cipal Council's contribution |
had been greater than that
by the Shire, and an amount
of £1,500 above the £3.500 al-

out, we
partmental
lhe Mayor.

He hoped to see the road,
via the bridge
Main Road, pointing out how
it would serve to develop &
large rural area and relieve
highway traffic.

get some de-
nasistance, sald

. Mr. Sherrard with Mr. Ron Richardsan (Engineer], and
some of the workers .

Amongst those - welcomed
&t the Golf Club were Mra.
Ryan, wife of the Minister,
and Mra Carroll; the Mayor-
ess, Mrs, Criap, and the wite

The Municipal Council had
made Its men, machinery and
trucks available, “'but,”
ed the Mayor, *1 oould I.llk
for hours on the voluntary

Amongst them were mem-
and the Sl
divers’ Assn. He also th
“News” for ila

.

“We can thank Mr. Sher-

rard for overy penny of
" sald.

On such & wet day it Is

ing to
ﬁ"mu“&.ﬁ intaceet in
development ing place

€r. Harrie Bransdon skl
Progress and

voluntary workers were dus

for hearty thanks from both
Councils, and the bridging &f

Shire with the Municlpality,

Bameone had put It up to
him that God had the

aof

the twe to divide them,
and why mot leave It as It
was T

These nre not my renltnl\l
said Cr. Bransdon; "I am
Flm to see the
lpking the two Councils to-
gother. Thanks Lo ever
who plll a nall or pla
the bridge.”

Chamber president Mr. N.

dinner speech-making st |Of Lhe Bhire president, Mra. | workers."
wegs klso
1“'“1‘”““.‘“ the D“H the Isdies. bers of Apex
ister for Works (Mr. Ry- | Mm. N. W. Joscelyne mc-
an) was entertained, Ald. |companied her husband, the ed the P.M
+ J. L. Kenny, Labour MLC, of the CE of
Taised s laugh when he |Progress and Mra A P.|
sald be had offorod to wis with her hus- | the Chamber of
swop sesis with Mr. Jor- |band. the Doputy Mayor.
dan, MLA, and added, =1 Road Fund
don't lovow which is. the —
most precarfons.” Mluhwmn:mul re- | Cathie had
sent, t {3 =
A Macquarie Heights (ly of Mr. Sherrard and the
resident writes “to | nssistance his Dept. hlld giv-
comment on how en with Developmental Road
now thai Fund, stretch

W. Joscelyne sald the bridge

was a milestone in the devel-
opment of the Laurieton-Port
le mection of coast-

of Laurieton with Port Mac-

Belection of the site then
followed o combined mecting,

and the

line, and they were proud to
know the Chamber of Pro-
grﬂ'hadplnyedlm:hmlm-
portant part

were prood

They were
jfact that the brdge com-

i by m"%':;."

oeT, ml!.RD

’ﬂn Huﬂjr.‘!pnl Counctl had
rocceded with the con-
and met ull other

§3

mittoe numbered so many

from thelr ranks, and one |
membets

— the"

| hindd "
1 deal into the bulld-
of the bridge. .

Mr. Joncel_vnnd ul-oﬂru!eb
mn affort
Mr a

bridge

that will rgﬂacttounmdll.
of both Councils.

We hope to ses another
Gold Const develop hare,
he sald.

Mr. Ron Richardson then
Introduced Meagrs, myﬂn=~
Neil, , Bid Hin-

|ers on the bridge who were
lpruunl nt the function.

He referred to Mr. Stace's
| wonderful contribution in
giving all the plles; to Mr.
| Cunning’s donation of
jrock fllling plus his time in

l.uns it—for the approach-
' to Heron's Creel
Tlmlnr Co. who took over a
commitment with the Laurie-
| ton Milll-and doubled the con-
| tribution,

He spoke of the contribu-
tion which Platt's Trans-
port had made, getting mat-
uIJ.n].l to the bridge site at no

Hr Richardson also men-
tloned Mr. Barry Cunning,
the Skindivers, Apex, and
spoke of the comradeship
which had made the work a
happy task

‘Thoroughly Welosmed

Mr, Sherrard sald that af-
ter three or four times in the
ong day he feit thoroughly
welcomed.

set In overy Way.

Mr. Bherrard sald his
Dept. had not helped with
Lh.h:u;n.hutm-mhm
road.

lalning two types of
mlda.m dﬂnhamcnn tal and
maln roads, which

oconcern-
ed his department, Mr. Sher-
rard sald these were financ-
ed by road users—from the
annual amounts motorists
paid on wehicles, the ton mile
tax, and until recently, hy
petrol tax.  Councils
contributed on a share hu—
s

Both Councils have been

No other member of par-
llament has walted on me as
Mr. Jordan has, sakd Mr.
Sherrard.

My, Sherrard referred (o
the problem of deteriorating
roads.

Older like the

Mr. Robert W

21 last week, and as will as
the *“key to the door” his
rents (Mr. and Mrs. Joe

i ) ted  him
{with m cheque for E100. The
i Haggerty's' were n  well
known Rawdon Is tam-

ny ‘Before moving to Gos-
M.lnehnme of the Mayor

tie Centre's Misa Auatralia
Quest. Mr. and Mrs. Crisp
Eraci threw thelr home
open to the visitors, all of
whom were delighted with
the hoapitality extendad
them.

Mra. O, Martin, Pacific
Drive, Illmlld.-yi.ng In Syd-

but one—to an enjoyable ev-
wlng of music and sketch s
in the Parish Hall. Oppor-
tunity was taken by Mrs. A.
Lewis, President of lhe
Guides, to make a presenta-
tion of & wall plague to Mrs.
Yvonne Andrews, who
cently retired as Guide Ca -
tain. Guide Rhonda Lewis,
to Miss Beverley Kilmurray,
who relires from Guides be-
cause of having attsined the
age of 17,

Mr, Kevin Robinson left at
the week-end for Jackadger-,
oo, where ha has accepted |
appolotment In elur[e of &
two-taacher Mra.
Robinson and the nhuﬂmn
will join him later.

Mra. C, Walsh has arrived
back from the city after see-
ing son B! off to New
Gulnes. St “Th the
Wee Wak aren, Shannon has
already made contact with a
number of ex-Port Mae-

quarisisns.
Mr. P. A, Ford, of Home
Street has returned home

purpose
of visiting his daugher and

made a presentation of china | ar

her husband. He had not seen |~
either of themy {or nearly
fourteen years. Whilst there
he had the pleasure of meet-
ing his two grandchildren
| for the first time.

! Holiday with Mr., and
Mrs. Doug Forbes, of Wau-

land.  Mrs. Grantham and
Mr.| Forbes are brother and
sister, and have not met for
over 30 years.
Many l’xiuud.l here will re-
ot to learn that Mr. Eric
Idson, o former manag-
.the C-nmmonwealm
Bank at Port M

A WORMS E

_Producer Don Middlabrool
other haarty laugh and anolﬁur

He had his sodiesce in | Tt
fits of inughter on seversl |prov
oocaslons but particularly | ald |
when Mrs. Edna- Parolssien | pet)
extracted Bede Quinn's | Mrs,
foot from her jelly, | ton

It all centres arcund A|

Worm's Eye View."

three-act comedy thr.-il is Fl'
being presented by the Mus- |

ieal and Dramatic Soclety, |
and which opened last night |
in the Civie Hall to ait ap-

suffered a
lon. After an anxious time
Is now on the mend, but
it ta expected that it will be
a few months before he
is back at work again. Man-
ager at Belmore, he was get-
’t‘tng rendy for a move to
yde
M. the home of the Mayor
and Mayoress (Ald A L.
and Mrs. Crisp} several loe-
al people were delighted to
moet Miss Kathrine Rimmer,
& I-year-old English .lass
who ig riding & blcycle
arotind the world, Flat brokk
in Persia, she sold her- bi-
cycle to keep l.ﬂolL and af-

oec!m- ¥

Don't miss it: you'll thor-
ous’hh; enjoy (L The comedy
will be presented again t.oA
ni{m and to-morrow night.
o Middiebrook has M
some excellent castings, and
zm.r, be very hnppy wlth

Ll.It nl‘ht by Iad:y Sher-
ringham and Mrs. Edna Par-

Lock Sherringham

Locky is an Air Force re-
cruit, “enjoying” the billet
provided by the Imdle)'
Mrs. Parcissien.

Mrs. Pat Aleock g-vc n|

loa ¢
he h

ity |
well.

ite ¢

leavi

[+]

purchased annlner bike to
continue ‘her visit, Has plck-
ed a few peas here to keep
the wolf from the door. Planas
to work at Haoymam Island
ilong encugh to get the necs
essary to get to Japan from

fine per an  the
daughter of the landlady,
and Miss Beverly Batger's
Interpretation of ths maid
was equally delightful,

John Bate did well na the
snippy local govt. offlcer;
Juck Ml ld wns an excit-

weel
testi
be n

0

Darwin, then to the States
and back home for Christ-
mas, 1880,

Mr. Bric Denham and Mr.,
Ossie Scutts sccompanied
Mra. Jack Denham on Mon-
day, when they drove to
Crookwell.

One of Princess Alexan-
dria's first engagements dur-
ing her tour of New South
Whales s to visit the new
Country Hostel of the Spas-
all of the

ing “Biue Orchid" walting | Syd
for his wings, and- rookie!Syd
Bede Quinn an huurtoul'“"'
Welsh miner type with i |ter.
slant usually found in biliets. |
Newcomer Malcolm Har

As veteran Fred Johnston
would put It, Malcolm had all M
the ‘levin' to do. |5L‘

Fred got very close to the
sudience ms the re-enlisted| =
last war veteran, helping the | Hi
Alr Foree boyw sort out thelr

DONATION.

Further donations
torical Sociaty, and mor

II? the Port Macquarie "News" for the H.
i

S&‘T 0 MUSEUM

bean made !o the appeal
istrict

B and a big hand | grov
went out to Frank Batger, ]
the drains inspector and
downtrodden husband of the

“wicious” landlady.
nmpuuﬂg the cast was
fulfill-

D
e are confidently npcdud

yward
Mr, Gunle Nlthull.u ‘1040,
llrs_ A leiur !;"0

twoen two nu!g bouring Aus-
tralian towns!
“T am gntelul to hn\m the

northern sections of the Pac-
ifle H my, wereg nol LE
scientifically bullt as roads of
today and their present de-
torloration was an  acute
problem,

The final stages of elimin-
nl.l.nl' all the ferries on the
const highway waas another

big job.
Thirty years ago thero
waere 12 to 14 ferries, Now,

only three remained—at the
Hustingn, chnm and Rich-
mond.

{ful potentialities, sald Mr.

an
thers wers many benches “ﬁ
the coast, many fairly we
no why did

sgn, who for many maonths
gave up hip weelk-ends,
As had been

said,
e Was an Indl:ltlon or
ing the two Counclls to-
gother, and, sald Mr. J
wa

§ige

come to Port Macquarie?
Mr, Sbamm sald ha had
dvel.dqd was becnuse it
was o well established town
11

ands and Its usefulness will

Mr Max F‘nmr 10/0.

Mrs, Sommer £1.

Cheers & Deobenham £1/1/0

Mr. and Mre. A. M. Cadall
£5/0/0,

i/
magnify through the years Mre. J. Mitchell l'.! !10
mhead, And what o happy ex- | Mr. and Mrs. J. P
ample of ration be- | Casey

H g:mkl rdson 8/0.
n

. ch’

w:llw‘l.er (I.."l.;ﬂ

Appesl to make n small coh-
tribution to assist the very
big voluntary effort of Lha
members of the Socle
Dam&om nokbo ac uow
ledged this weel
lr and Mrs, H, Dlmlu £8,

had beon pleased to read In

the local papergthe [nterest
taken by the Historical SBo-
clety.

The Norfnll Island Pineas
were also a groat wsset, sald |
Mr. Sherrard, and gave the |
town character,

*“We should learn from ihe |
efforts of- the people who
planted Hlem. and plant
many more,” he sald.

Ald. A, P, Cooper, depuy
mayor, pregented Mr. Sher-
jrard with a palr of gold-
plated acissors, sultably in-
soribed, and Inslsted on an
English custom of A copper
coln being Dﬂmtrd by Mr.
Sherrard in rel

Mr. Taylor, upﬁloutlnz
the Lauriston-North Haven
Aren, )oinﬂx In the axpross-
lons that

Mr Comex 22’-

Mr, A. A, Hay £1/1/0.

Mrs, Baker 0/-.

Mr. Atkinson 2,/-

Mrs. Hallett 5/-.

Mr. J, Dabreceny 10/-,

Mrs. Gllson 8/-.

Mr. and Mre. A. Cummlpg

£2/2/0.

Mrs. A. Slmpson £5/3/2.
From Miss Boryl Dulhunty

“I enclose cheque for
E1/1/0 for the Hastings Dis-
trict Historical Soclety's *Ap-

]

I have just been ta a
|most_ inferesting talk AL the
Royal Australisn Historical
Boclety's rooms given by Mr.
Dunlop, of Armidals, in

hich he  described these
ail aver the world.

n lmpuulon
that the Hestings District
Museum would be the uv.‘oud
|best in Australia, I hope to
see it on Bank Holiday.”
From Governor
The Secretary of the His-
torical Boclety, Mra, Gabrisl,
has recelved & congratulntory
note from Hll Excellency tha

coastline, and ll'.r L. C. Jor-
n vote of | p

for the afterncon tea.

would bo expocted along the | he says

G of NB.W, where
“dongratulations to
the soclety an-the excellent

that has beon made

dan, M.LA. ross
mmhmwmuam1m~&. short_space of three

years.

I.n; well otie of the mhmr"

T. Reed &

| are happy to ann
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NEWS” OPENS APPEAL FOR

'HE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
£500 The Goal

The Port Macquarie

"News" is pri-

leged to launch an appeal for funds for

-
Previous Donors
Prior to this appeal, don-
ations have been received as

1o Hastings District Historical Society. | followsi— grade, G. Colilna 70 nett. Fack wis headmastor of | well School (he was 40 when
s ol & 'YL Cash — rig|  Mrs. Hudson extendsd ' | .ue school 6 Oroolowell; |Be died): previously he had|
The "Nows" has the pal Council £80; Col |Welcome to mew  member | the parent of s member of the top In & separ-
the Society, and the amistance of ifs members — |gGugar Refinery £15,15,0; | Mrs. D. Morton. his staff was dying at |8te special department —
rded by Mrs. Monck. Shire of Hastings £10/10/0 Champlonshlp Consnocke and Jack drove

- Mins t £10; Nat- the teacher there, It bs pro- and Mre.
he Historical Soclely | soom be an sccomplished |fonal Trust £10; Charley| “A™ Grade: B. Hudson, J.| sumed that he went to |N. E. Denham, live in Hor-
ds the monoy now; It | fact. Bros. £5/5/0; Mr. A. L. Moxey, L. Jogce- | sleep ot the wheel, as the |ton Stroat, the tatality
@a almost perfect Job | All the funds it has rals- | £5; Mr. Lavick £2; Mr. lyne, J. Thew, B. Pilge, I | drive ecntalled a 500-mile |hRs besn & sad blow to them,
I finished, nnd with Mwwm ro (Nat. Trust); £1/1/0; Dr. | Lavender. L. Ji lost | rum. as well as to his brothers

dy help one of the best -| between and have | Shallard £1/1/0; M. Turn- |to J, Thew; B. Pike lost to and siaters, 3
wums In the State will |been used up in what has al- [er £1/15/0; o |L. Clark; K. Lavender lost |, He had ‘phoned his wife| A reguiar visitor to Port
ready been done. £1/15/0; Mrs. Dr. Allen 10,0. | to J. Moxey. from CGoulburnm to say he | Macquarie he was here lnst
At & ing last F) or Berg- * Grade: V. Dent, R:wﬂﬂhhﬂmhuumrlmmmmhm
; evening, members found It |ors Paints; Brady & Cooper; | Garlick, G. Finlay, M. Mar- |tme. duys, and holiday time for
P e to “go easy” when , Fronch Pty. Ltd.: | tin, D. m'..,&.nm And It was on  his way | many pecple here will not be
It came to suthorising ex- | Heron's Creek Timber Mills; |dieston, M. Phillips, J, |N0me from Goulburn that the | the same without his com-
‘r Pﬂ:‘llm - J. N. Parker & Sons; 3 Joat, | fatal rwy and his smiling coun-

need: display | T ; PMM. Council |te M. Martin; P. Huddleston | Jack was possessed of SRR,

JFORSTER Chamber of light on the exterior of the |Men; O.C.C. Men; Mr, C. M. |lost to G. Finlay. mast lovable naturs; he haa | His wife and two daugh-
has done It will just- about de- | Edwards; Mra. P. Hayward; | Sunday 18-holes stroke (& ht and philophosical |ters, Judith an,
u__w"m'“u'l plete the present Mr,ﬂ,“ﬁ?ﬂ;urnummmnm .mﬂmmwm 'a [8re laft to mourn their sad

e % P Toss
ictorial booklel te|  Tvessurer Mr. Oyril Gar- |ring; Mr. A. H. Phillips; Mr. | Hudsoh on Ber win at Macks. | Leachet, saccesatul school | O S uevi brothers and
Ing g.;t:m:'; of next ::‘;, facts: “¥om have £18 Schubert; Mr. C. T, Uptin; | ville on Sunday, when she At the early age of 39, he |bisters mm s
¢ (July 18) of the Fors-| in hand; theee's the Hght Mr. A. 0. Walker. took out the major trophy. became b at Crook- -n&ﬁeg" i o
Nmoutey” Metige. to be paid for, and you owe quarie}, Ruby (Mra H. J.
£40 In rates ifor the mext rd) and Miss

VEIY'T “This is the Bl yoar.” « "
all resorves, It Is well |, fou i wi REGIONAL jUDGING I lndlllvll(ll(.rl..‘: ita!‘-

ds- |, - service Is to be held a
fment s such,” said the | ook ety OVer It pro Crockwell todsy, and the
ster for Lands (Mr. J. E500, If the ean body will be brought to Port
Hahoa) when reached, will It properly Macquarie for intorment.
& Beach (Coffs Har- |;, i1y fos cortege  will move
r) camping reserve last “All that © holding the trom the Church of St
waday afternecn. roof togetharis the paint we m:;! noon an Batur-

on it,” sail o member at P —— & -
H‘%‘: lacky can ybu 'S i . % Ty Cemetery.
r Two smooth phar| ° r on-
o elalming 0 repye able ths roof to be remew- Final anwm Made
T g o L Arr ts CATHIE BRIDGE
% : other  day, | noede attention; the top floor A meefing of the Spastic Centre Council this OPENING
o e | o ey o Sttt | "ek madle el arengemenh glanal fudgi
om e
One of the “reps~ |&Tounds have %o be done up. of the Miss Australia Quest #o be held here on Monday, NE T WEEK
4 into s wellknown! A lot of small donstions | July 20ih. ;
e cafe and outlined the| "ill -ﬂl_um The girle will appear at Of his mmount £350 was
. He, the eafe propristor, | 8mount of wemb b0 the Spastio Centro
id have exclusive rights 1 S g e ok Mok, The Commissioner for Main Roads, N.‘hlx H. W.
wen Bulahadelsh and nnnk”- !'! . Lounge on the Monday ev- Shervard, will open the bridge over the Cathis
to n!: m':mm bus c l‘ ”ﬂﬂ g s m"}‘m m""‘:,:’;,:’: .‘",::: inlet at 3 pum. on Friday, 170h July, next week.
r

engers. Payment in 8d-| The Soclety alms to pro- 'I'hg"-rmla's ‘.”’ r:lwu?'w°“h"&“ The of Port Minc- [nlse be in the area st that
- and 80| wide a complete and 1 m’“‘- of tod "t" 'm quarie, A. L. Ortap, |time, nnd the official party
itage was et two | pieture of the early days of | Ll L %4 A | Contributions to the funds| mado 'the anmouncement |will bo staying hero over-
& rapid change with the | settiement in Port Macquar- [y 10" b0 i * | have boen made by Mr, J, B, | this woelc, night. .
sthies out-smarted. The |le and the whole of the Has- - P Hunsell £20, and Mr. A. L.| The Minister for Public| Ald. Crisp told the “News
¢ “rep.” want to Wing- m‘ﬁ.\r-nq. £3, Works, Mr. P. N. Ryan, wiil | today that he wns TTT
and unknowingly pit th & little help from av-| Alter the Judging In Mr. Sherrard was aveilable
sams proposition to the this con be achisved. | comploted the Mayer will to perform the officlal func-
rietor there who earller| A visit to the mussum in the winner nw = i
day n his | Clarence Strest will convince !

i;iti
ik

ii

;
F?
H

A
[

Associate
Golf .

Winnar “A" V.
Dént 69 nett; Winner “B"

TRAGIC DEATH OF
MR. JACK DENHAM
Funeral Here On Saturday

A native of Port Macquarie, Mr. Jack Den-
1m, met an unfimely end when his car ran off the
Goulburn-Crookwell road on Tuesday night.

The Reglonal winner then
tate

i
-

i
5
i

e

]
3 Fik e

|

H

iigs
if ki
o

ed,
alve second husband and his | comedy produced

s Eye View

i W . ’ v
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Stocktaking
SALE
Starts Thursday, 9th
Rack Blouses

Long and Shart Slesves — To Clear from 13/11

Ladies’ Topcoats
Only a faw — Sacrificad Balow Cost

Children’s Topcoats

Size 18" to 36" — Less 20 per cent Reduction

Ladies’ Winter Frocks

XS5W to XOS — Prices Slashed to Clear
.

Skirts :
XSSW to XOS — 75/- to E5/19/11; New
Only 29/11, 39/11, 53/11
Slacks

In Multi Tweads and Plain Worsteds from 39/11

Woeollen Knitwear

Top Brands In Cardigans, Twin Sets and Pullovers.
Marked Prices

All to Clear at

Underwear-and Foundation '
; .

TabhudehuhﬂGthhu

Remnants

Half Price in Dress Goods and Fumishing Fabrics

Winter Pyjamas

S5W to W. Ui /6 49/11 — To Clear
et s s~

Early For These Bargains

Reed's Big Corer Store

M_“...-'_...._I_'_.‘_.pmm ari
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1821

1825 Long Bridge - Bridge Street, demolished?

1830, . _lLog or (1nrdungLﬂu'd_ge_MajJ_InnﬁL_Qlﬂ_Lﬂkﬁ__Bﬂad_L___.

1835
1840
1844, _ "Bunyip Bridge" Gordon Street, or Dam SR
1815

1850
11855

1860
1865

1870
1875

1880
1885

1890
1892 Gordon Street, timber deck replaced.
1895

1897 . Kooloonbung Ck. Bridge for Breakwall, 1934 |
1200

1905

1910

1920

1924 _ Breakwall Bridge new deck.

1925

1930

1932 Two Span reinforced concrete deck Gordon St. Bridge.
1935, Break, Bridge demolished. New Bridge. demolished 1968.

1940

1945
1950

1955

\AS%  Codaie Ol erenach
1960 ° ‘oe

1965
1%%%# ___Sesqui Centenary Bridge. Bridge Street, ) .

1%%%3 . 01d Lake Road, Bridge. ) i s
1980 Kooloonbung Ck. Bridge Gordon Street, S
1985
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THE BRIDGES OF KOOLOONBUNG CREEK.

THE FIRST BRIDGE.
on the early maps of Port Macquarie, there was provision for a bridge.

As early as the map of 1826 there was a bridge to be erected near the

prisoners garden see map.

In Anna Boswell's Jounal page 88 she quotes " In the afternoon it was
proposed that we should call at Gooloowa, which I was glad to have an
opertunity of doing Mr Hugh escorted us, and instead of going by the
old long bridge, we crossed the new one, which is scarcely finished -
it forms a dam also, and will be a fine wide roadway, very different
from the old one; there is a flood-gate in progress...."

and on page 92

she quotes " The long bridge was in such a dilapidated condition it
was thought it would not be prudent for us to cross it in the carr-
iage. However on arriving there, we found Bruce and two other men
waiting for us, who for greater security, walked by the horses'
heads, and we soon found ourselves in safety at the other side.Y

This was written in 1844.

I quote.... the original design incorporated a low rubble mason-
ary weir built between the stone abutments to impound water in the
creek for domestic use.

at the base of the Gordon Street Bridge there is to be found...

A stone monument.....

inseription:-

KOOLOONBUNG CREEK BRIDGE
THIS STONE WORK WAS TAKEN FROM THE ABUTMENTS OF THE
ORIGINAL BRIDGE NEAR THIS SITE WHICH IS BELIEVED TO
HAVE BEEN BUILT BY CONVICTS IN THE EARLY 1840'S.



William Street:-

THIS BRIDGE WAS OFFICIALLY OPENED AND NAMED THE
THE SESQUI CENTENARY BRIDGE
BY THE MINISTER FOR LANDS
THE HON. THOMAS LACELOT LEWIS, M.L.A.
ON THE 20TH JUNE 1968, THE YEAR OF THE 150TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PORT MACQUARIE.

Gordon Street,

KOOLOONBUNG CREEK BRIDGE

THIS STONE WORK WAS TAKEN FROM THE ABUTMENTS OF THE
ORIGINAL BRIDGE NEAR.THIS SITE WHICH IS BELIEVED TO
HAVE BEEN BUILT BY CONVICTS IN THE EARLY 1840'S.

B.J.SEXTON.
COMMISSIONER FOR MAIN ROADS
NEW SOUTH WALES..

MARCH 1980



Pioneers of Port Macquarie

With the completion of the new single
span prestressed concrete bridge over
Kooloonbung Creek at Gordon Street,
Port Macquarie in August, 1979, an
historical link has been forged with
pioneer bridge builders of the last
century. The original timber bridge over
the creek at this site was constructed
during the early 1840's. The original
design incorporated a low rubble masonry
weir, built between the stone abutments
to impound water in the creek for
domestic use. This water supply was used
for the Port Macquarie township until the
Wauchope pipeline was extended in the

“‘\..r_’ﬂid 1950's.

Two early bridges

A map of Port Macquarie, dated 1831,
shows a bridge across Kooloonbung Creek
on an extension of Bridge Street, but no
bridge in Gordon Street. This was
probably the “*old long bridge" referred to
in the extracts below.

The two extracts, from a journal written
by Annabella Boswell*, make reference to
two early bridges.

The first is in February 1844, when . ..

“On Saturday morning, about eight
o'clock, | had the satisfaction of seeing the
steamer pass my window, Miss M'Leod
arrived by il, and others of the wedding
party are expected next week. This house
is two-storied, and joins the hotel, which
occupies the corner of the chief street near
the landing pier. There is only a wide road
between the verandah and the sea. |
admired the view very much one morning
as we watched a boat loaded with grass
coming from the opposite shore — it was
drawn into the current, and then carried
rapidly down past the house. The men
stopped, and landed the grass. It was a
Government boat, and there were men in
waiting, who soon carried off its contents.

“In the afterncon it was proposed that we
should call at Gooloowa, which | was glad
to have an opportunity of doing. Mr. Hugh
escorted us, and instead of going by the old
long bridge, we crossed the new one, which
is scarcely finished — it forms a dam also,
and will be a fine wide roadway, very
different from the old one; there is a flood-
gate in progress. Arrived at Blackman's
Point, we signalled for a boat, which soon
arrived to ‘row us o'er the ferry’"”

In August 1844, Mrs. Boswell wrote . . .

“On Tuesday 20th August — the eventful
day — we set off for Port Macquarie about
nine o ‘clock. The roads were not so bad as
we expected, but we had to turn off at the
sandy flat, as the bridge was still under
water. The morning was sufficiently cloudy
to make us anxious about the weather, but
was otherwise pleasant. The long bridge
was in such a dilapidated condition it was
thought it would not be prudent for us to
cross it in the carriage. However, on
arriving there, we found Bruce and two
other men waiting for us, who for greater

security walked by the horses’ heads, and
pie - ey feaanel snesplives in safetn o o

The crossing of Keoloonbung Creek at
Bridge Street would have been of some
length, hence the journal description

“long bridge". The new bridge (men-
tioned in the first extract) is presumably
the one at Gordon Street, where the
adjoining dam was located.

Chain gangs and invalids
Development plans of the 1830's showed
that a considerable amount of earth fill
was to be obtained by convicts, from an
area to the east (where Hayward Street
now stands). This fill was apparently used
for the approaches to the bridge.

The abutments of the original bridge were
probably constructed before 1844. Some
of the stone was sandstone foreign to the
area, which could have arrived as ship's
ballast. The journal quoted above men-
tions: “The district was still a depot for
invalids and a chain gang at work at the
dam, completing the road to New
England"".

The stonework was almost certainly
carried out by convict labour. Conse-
quently, at the suggestion of the Hastings
River and District Historical Society, it
was decided to recover a sample of the
abutment stonework, and to preserve it as
bath a tribute to the work of the original
builders and a reminder of our pioneering
past. A large block of sound rubble
stonework has subsequently been erected
by the Department as a monument near
the eastern approaches to the new bridge.

Changes in time

The timber deck of the original bridge at
Gordon Street was renewed in 1892 by
the Department of Public Works. In 1932,
the timber deck was replaced by a two-
span reinforced concrete deck (6 m wide
kerb to kerb), supported at the centre on
new reinforced concrete piers.

Department of mair Roads Journal.

BRIDGES
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THiS LONG BRIDGE.

When a contract was let on August 2nd, 1897, for the building
of a Breakwall on the southern side of the Hastings River entrance,
it was reclised that a big supply of metal would be required to
complete the w:ll- so a contract was arrangedé aflease beiég
g%ﬁ%ﬁ%@ks%gnsﬁil .e metal from the western end of a gravel quarty

The next step was getting the metal to the starting point of
the propcsed wall. To do this it was found that a bridge would
have to be built at the entrance of Kooloonbung Creek.

This was done by driving wooden piles by a crane and iron
monkey. On these piles were placed heavy timbers and then heavy
rough planks were used as decking, rough timber so that the
horses would not slip - actually, they were heavy rough sleepers.

The next job in bringing the metal across was the laying of
tram lines., These were laid first in a northerly direction
till reaching what is now known as Bay Street, then easterly
along past the factory and through the Park till reaching the
bridge; across the bridge and turn northerly again in Short
Street till it reached the old Wool Store, again turning east

till it reached the foot of Hay Street where the weigh-bridge
had been erected,

No railing was placed on the bridge for some time and no
serious accidents are reported, but certainly there were quite a
few minor ones. One little girl well known to our members was
crossing one Saturday morning after a trip to town on messages
for her mother when.she quite accidentally fell overboard. One
boy started to remove his boots when another said she could
drown while he was doing that and jumped overboard and went to

her rescue., I am alluding to Mrs., Joe Campbell (nee Lena Nicholls)
and Dick McLaren,

~ Dn another occasion a little boy crawled across, being afraid
of the wide cracks, His uncle and aunt were walking in front and
didn't realise his fear. Two small boys, thinking to play a
trick on a poor old dark woman, stood under the bridge with two
sticks to which they had tied a plece of string, but it was

their own father they caught. He never found out the culprits,

I forgot to say that four or five horses were used to pull
the truck and some of them were almost human they were so well
trained,

. On November 22, 1924, a new decking was placed on the old
foundations, money being raised at an entertainment in the old
Empire Hall ‘and by public donations in the way of materials,

nails etc. After a very early start it was completed one Saturday

_"_8”'(1835
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end you may realise there were meny willingwrkers. The timLer::
was all carted in oyster punts by the late Bob Reckless and ]
Dick McLaren - also voluntary effort.

About 1935 a Government grant (State Government) was procured
to build the present bridge. During the time it was being built,
it took Jjust twice as ®long to reach towvn. The o0ld bridge was
demolished a little at a time and the young people used to
walk planks whenever pogsible. ' I never tried that. No railing

was built for quite a time, I walked over night or day excepting
if it was very windy.

One very Zry summer less than a week before Christmas, when
people were Jjust passing Port ty as there was no water, Mr,
Mowle put in a water supply for camping ground, hotels etc.,
by running pipes from the butter factory wells across the bridge.
Water was turned on Christmas Eve while the town children and
visitors alke were entertained by donations of sweets etc. and
a real Santa Claus, I think a Christmas tree included.

Mr, Mowle was a great townsman and even our Historical Society
remembers him with gratitude in connection with the old
cemetery, Mr., William Burgess Dick cut the ribbon and declared

the bridge open. He was a son of the first tanner, who arrived
in Port in 1841.

M. McLaren




Photo. by A. M‘Neil, Kempsey.
BRIDGE OVER

WILSON RIVER, MAIN NORTH COAST ROAD, NEAR PORT MACQUAIRE
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DENNIS BRIDGE.

In December 1961, the Minister for Local Government P.D.Mills
officially opened the Pacific Highway bridge, which replaced
the Blackman's Point ferry at Port Macquarie and named it
"Dennis'"'.

Mr Spencer Dennis was a bridge engineer with the Department
of' Main Roads for many years. A plaque on the bridge comm-
emorates the death of Mr Dallarmi, who fell from the bridge
He was one of several Italians working on the job.

Port Macquarie News Centenary Issue. 1982.



15th June 1931.

Rawdon Island quite recently a bridge of 120ft. was built on to Hacks Island from
the Maria and with the help of residents the cost to Hastings Shire Council was
133 pounds $266. now, strange to say, the estimeate for a bridge of 20ft span
at Narrowgut, Rawdon Island is 250 pounds $500, assistance given by farmers at
the Mariz reduced the cost of that bridge, and the Island people are prepared to
do their bit, when the depression eases, to have this work accomplished.

15th Jure 1G37.

Bfidgc_g.___“_&'l
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event in the history of the
- which oc-

Large numbers of ladies
lemen and children
; all parts of the district
| picturesque spot quite early
n the day and
| 800 persons present, about
100 having arrived from
Port Macquarie in. Mr

{ Through historys pages...
erfect day to open
Bridge Wauchope

Walsh's new launch. The  There was a great deal

of agitation 8-10 years ago
was in Frank

Italian Spring band was
present and played select-
ions throughout the day.
The bridge is of the low
level type and stands on
Monier cylinders with con-
crete arches. It is construct-

The bridge was formally
opened by Robert David-
son MLA, who was intro-

duced by Mr P.J. O'Neill
(Shire President), while the

i

a bridge.

and

trict

pointing out to the gov- Photo ~anc
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The Deputy Premier, Sir Charles Cutler,
cuts the ribbon to officially open the Tele-
graph Point bridge. He is watched by the
Commissioner for Main Roads, Mr. R. J. S.
Thomas. Inset: Official cars pass over the
bridge for the first time, led by a highland
. pipe band.

A GREAT DAY FOR
TELEGRAPH POINT

In a well planned ceremony yesterday morning the new Telegraph
Point Traffic Bridge, costing $1.6 million dollars, was officially opened
by the Deputy Premier and Minister for Highways, Sir Charles Cutler.

Addressing a crowd of more than 500 adults and schoolchildren, Sir Charles said that

the project, with associated roadworks, represented an outlay by the Department of Main
Roads of almost $3 million.

REED'S FURNITURE
STORE

have just received supplies of

ADAIR 100% ACRYLIC
BLANKETS

These are nylon bound, m

washable and warmih i

weight. Size 72" x 90". In 5
popular colors,

ALSO: Pure wool blanket ends now

Describing the bridge as a "beauty”, he said it was the latest of many projects to improve the roads system in NSW, in stock in various sizes from

$4.50 ea.
¢ u’:!lkhnugh many of Telegraph Foint was of- Telegraph Point Bridge is schedule. ; . past on thelr way to
i Hem were small, he ficially opened in 1802, 1826ft. in length. The Commissioner for school, as In the past O
said, the department Official guests for the 1In a graceful curve it Main Roads, Mr Russell they had to approach a SUPERTEX CEU&P AIRE COTTON COT
was construeting about gecasion  included  local lifts over the Wilson Riv- Thomas, who presided, narrow wpoden bridge ANKETS h
150 bridges a  year government and ecivic er and the North © weleomed Mr W, Ken- then negotiated a

throughout the State. representatives from cen- raflway line and c
5, the depart- tres between the Man- a re-routing of the
3100C ning and the Macleay ic Highway to avo

nedy MLC (Taree}, Mr J. level crossing.
H. Brown MLA (Ral- “Those days are gone
eigh), Mr Tan Robinson farev in~ 'Telegraph

(warm in winter, cool in summer)

ARE NOW AVAILABLE

d Irr‘.lf-

Schoolchildren of the fic flow difficulties for MLA (Cowper), and Has- Pgint,'" he said
Telegraph  Point  and the village of Telegraph tings Shire President, Cr Mr Thomas said the cp
Rollands Plains prim-  Puoint. John Abi Saab, Telegraph Point  Jevel
ary srhools were as- The bridge is 28ft. wide He tributed the work of crossing was the 42nd
sembled behind the between kerbs with a 6ft. the DMR staff in design- gy be eliminated by his
next  two  pguests on the approach wallkway. ing, locating the site and  department in  nine

_yuars.' he zaid, “another tg the flag-bedecked Designed by the De- in =supervising construc- years but there were
-2000 miles would be add- bridge, on which mem- partment of Main Roads, tion, In this latter role he gl about 300 to go, he
Ied to the total" bers of the Hastings the bridge was built un- warmly praised the work gald.

I 8ir Charles extended a pDistrict Pipe Band der contract by the Pear- of Mr Desmarcheller In a jocular reference
jpepecial welcome to Miss formed up to provide son Bridge Company un-  In speclally welcoming to the bridge costing $1.6
Nancy Da 5011, 50 light music, prior to der the supervision of Mr the children of the Tele- mjlllon, Mr Thomas said

Reeds

BIG CORNER STORE
Furniture Department :

.-

8 viving _member o the start of the pro- T, Desmarchelier, engin- graph Paint Public he had recently bee
3 Robert Davidson  credings. eer in  charge of the School, Mr Thomas sald gea the controve
b Described officially as DMR's divisional office at jt was a proud day for painting “Blue Poles'

one of the most spectacu- Port Macquarie, Bullding them as they would no {hought for §1.3 million)
lar modern bridges to be time was 18 months, five longer have the worry of
s0m F’"tr at built in thiz State, the months less than the heavy traffic rushing (Continued on Page 2)




Cont'd. from Page 1

and sald he would rather
ave <ha blldgL for his

lrnr called upon the
Hastings Shire President,
Cr. John Abi Saab, to ex-
nd & 0

welcome to  Sir

Charles and Lady Cutler. r

Cr. Abl Sasb said Sir
Charles was no stranger
to the Hastings, where he
had proved a good friend
to local government and
was held in the very
highest esteem
“He iI5 the minister in
charge of a very fine de-
partment — the Depart-
ment of Main Roads, said
Cr. Abl Saab, in stress-
Ing the good work carried
out by the department in
constructing the Dennis
Bridge over the Hastings
E r at Blackman's
Point and other nearby
work on the Oxley and
Pacific Highways, aswell
as the great traffic flow

improvement effected by

the department at the
previous dangerous junc-
o the Oxley and

ighways.

spoke of his local a
and the
deep friendships he
formed with & number of
local peaple

In this regard, he quip-
ped about his association
with some of the “local
bushrangers” with whom
he enjoyed the best of
fraternal relationships. In
this connection he singled
3 Radford Gamack,
of Rollands Plains, for a
very reference
g in .|g"|._r

lmli

Cutler w
and the
e by Mr. Thomas
“Blue FPales"
to eve
political) “that certain
people had made & bit of
a8 blue and t month
would be up ale.”
Switching to more seri-
ous matters, Sir Charles
said the Commonweslth
Air Roads Agreement ex-
pired on June 30, and no
one had any idea what
arrangements

er-
ta
had led him
{without being

ne

8 very serious
he said, “be-
cause you can't plan
without mo 13

matter,"

said a report had
n_- mm..ndn.d o cul of 25

cent In year
ahead.

If that happens road
and bridge bullding will
be in wvery serious diffi-
culties

He sald local govern-

tent road bullding teams
would have to be reduced
in this event, with con-
sequent unemployment.

In a further reference
top the report, he said it
stated that inflation was
running at B per cent,
whereas everyoné kneéw it
was running at 14 per
cent.

But despite the esti-
mate of B per cent infla-
tion, the report only al-
lowed for allocations to
local government ta be
reckoned at & per cent in-
flation

This would mean thal
if the recommendations
of the report were put
into effect that Lthe new
to local gov-
would be down

ernment
50 per cent on the old, in

terms of real money.
Concluding  his  ad-
dress, Sir Charles
spoke of the great
pride taken in the work
of the department by
the staff and the esprit
de corps prevailing
among officers, because
of the excellent leader-
ship provided by the
commissioner.

He said today waa a
day of pride for all who
had worked on the con-
struction of the bridge
and the road deviations.

Sir Charles sald the
bridge was to be regard-
ed as symbolical of bring-
ing people together. “To
get from one side to the

other to mix and be
friendly."
In a reference to his

recent visit to Russia, he
said he hoped he would
never live to see the day
when & bridge would be-
come a border,

The member for Ral
elgh, Mr. Jim Brown,
MLA, extended the
thanks of those as-
sembled to the Minlster
for declaring the bridge
officially open.

He said the depart-
ment was held in high
esteem for ita ability to

him today was a day of
considerable satisfaction,

He said the same first
class  workmanship was
cvident in  the depart-
ment's current construec-
tion of bridges at Ellen-
borough and Newee
Creek, which were com-

ing along well.

Mr. Brown sald the re-
commended cut to §15
million of the ¢urrent §24
million CAR money
would amount to a 50 per
cent cut on present allo-
cations if inflation was
caleulated, as the report
recommended, at only 6
per cent instead of the
actual 14 per cent

He sald that it was im-
portant that members of
the public should be
aware of what was con-
templated and raise thelr
voice in protest

Mr. Brown
warm pgreetings
Radford Gamack, the
Rev. Sid Welch, Rector
cf Port Macquarig's his-
toric  Church of St
Thomas, and Rev. Fr. L,
Donnelly of St Agnes'
Roman Cathoelic Church,

extended
to Mr.

Port Macquarie
At Mr. Brnmr-s Invita-
tion, those ex-

pressed appreciation for
the v'sit by Sir Charles
and Lady Cutler by sus-
tained applause.

Sir Charles then de-
clared the bridge officially
open by cutting a ribbon
stretched across the
roadway and unveiling a
plague on the side of the

bridge to commemorate
the occasion
Official and guests'

cars then streamed across
the bridge to sample the

crossing provided before
returning over the bridge
W a marquee erected
nearby where invited
v'sitors were the guests
of the Department of

Main Roads at light re-
freshments

Weather

Yesterday's maximum
temperature in Port Maec-

quarie was 24
overnlght
20°C.

build fine bridges and
roads

Mr, Brown
bridge was
example of
He had

Under tll::l: present
agreement, local gov-
ernment received $24.1
million for shire and
rural roads, but again
it was not known what
was to be forthcoming
from July 1.

sald the
& splendid

tearmn waork.
watched the
bridge construction
gradually snaking over
the Wilson River and for

& moderate
Iy.

The
steady,

in

RESIDENTIAL LAND
Quiet bushland eetting just § mile from the ocean
Cleared—gentle slopes—ready for building to commence
Selected trees with glimpses of the ocean
Elevated block with all services available
Handy to ocean, ideal home site
A quality block with all the features you quUlrL
Level block only one street from the river
Almost fronting the river—fronting the reserve
Quiet sub-division, level block—suitable boating enthusisst
Handy to town, views of racecourse and mountains
Rural and mountain views
Set amongst new homes
New sub-divigion — quiet cul-de-sac
Rural Setting—trees—on main road ...
Elevated block—nice home next door
High side of street set amongst trees
3 mile from Bhelley Beach
Slightly sloping—handy to beach and shops
Last block in quiet cul de sac
BOOO sg. ft- building block-—would permit ranch style home

UNITS !

ocean front living. Priced from a mere $29.500 per unit.

listings or many others that we have?
free inspection for you

OrP.
After Hours;
J. A, Howard 831

CO-0FP. |

real estate
PHONE: 83 2988

MEMBERS OF REAL ESTATE INSTITUTE OF N.5.W.

ohn Savill

Port Macquarie News, Thurs., April 18th, 1974

°c,

swell

barometer

I=| REAL ESTATE

$7,750
$7.850
$8,000
$8,250
$8,500
$8,500
$8,500
9,000
$0,500
$8,600
§10,250
$10,500
$10,950
$11,000
$11,500
$12,000
§12,500
§12,550
§13,000
$13,000

Brand new block of 7 ocean front units, Superb ocean views from some
units. The others have urban and rural views, This block of units com-
prises 3 x 3 bor. units and 4 x 2 b.r. units. Built-in robes, etc. Own car
asccommodation. Ideally located as investments with potential of high
lettings, or, as a home site for s business or retired couple. You may
not wet a line from the windows but you will enjoy every other facet of

Why not call and consult our experienced staff regarding any of these
They will arrange an obligation-

34 MUNSTER STREET
PORT MACQUARIE
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GRANT TO SCHOOL A
"POLITICAL MANOEUVRE"

Calling tenders in June for extensive replacemenfs to the Port Prlmary
and Infants Schools is only a political

“The blg question
now is when the project
will be undertaken,”
local Teachers' Fedem—
tion representative
(Mr. J. Pollock) sald
yesterday.

“It's all right to know
that tenders have been
called but when the
building starts is some-
thing else,” Mr. Pollock
said,

He said it was pleasing
to note that at least pluna
had been made and “it
appeared that funds had
been allocated for this
purpose”.

Last week it was an-
nounced that tenders
would be ealled in June
for extensive replace-
ments to the schools
costing about §250,000,

Included in the works
are six primary class-
rooms and two kinder-
garten classrooms.

Correspondence be-
tween the State Educa-

tion Department and the
Teachers’ Federation
shows that reconstruction
at the school was being
considered for some
years, but restricted loan
funds prevented it.

When gueried about
the =school lighting, the
department had said pre-
ference was being Eiven
to school buildings which
would remain in use “for
the foreseeable future™
Mr. Pollock said.

“Even where new build-
Ings have been establish-
ed as in the case of
Westport Primary, condi-
tions cannot be regarded

as educationally satis-
factory."
In pa list of  com-

plaints presented to the
federation by Westport
teachers there are five
claseos  housed In de-

mountables In  which
some  children have
spent three years.

Stage two of school
construction should now
be complete, but there

seema little chance of this
before the third term.

Five primary classes
are over federation maxi-
ma,

An  additional class-
room Is required to enab-
le  the headmaster to
teach full-timea,

Four infant classes are
oversized and an extra
ciassroom Is required to
enable the mistress to
take a full class

At present she is teach-
ing a group of 19 remed-
ial pupils in the eclinic
which measures Bift. by
17t

® Sir Charles Cutler
unveils the plague
commemorating  the
opening  of the new
Telegraph Point
w bridge, He is
Ted by the ©
« gloner for Main
Roads. Mr. W. Thom-
as and Mr. J H.
Brown, MLA, the'
member for Raleigh.

»

manoeuvre to "keep the peace'.

Toilet facilities are in- “If a school like president (Dr. E. Pear-
adequate and recess and Woest FPort had been S0n) would be inspecting
lunch breaks have to be completed at the time FPort Macquarie schools
staggered to prevent ov- it was needed, these later this month. J
ercrowding problems may have A public meeting is ex- |

Mr Pollock sald this be-n solved,” he said. nerted to he ealled to co-
disorganisation and frus- Mr Pollock glsoe an- Incide with his wvisit.
tration could have been nounced that the State Dr. Pearson will arrive
avoided Tearhers' Federation on April 20

L. J HOOKER LIMITED w(igDm
for yur REAL ESTATE

PHONE 83 3044

[Member of the Real Estate lnstitute.of N.S'W|

LAND FOR SALE—

*North Haven: Sewered 2/3 years, :hcap " $ 7400
*Bonny Hills: Quiet cul-de-sac $ B.750
*Port: Near the river, bargain $ 9,450
*Lake Cathle: Sea views_ handy ... $ 5,500
*Clifton Estate: Port i $10,600
*Near Highway: One acre block $11,000
*Shelly Beach Area: Good =ite ... .. ... . .. $12,000
*Close to Town: High position, Port §14750
*Flynn's Beach Area: Very handy $14,500
*Pindari Avenue: Beautiful prestige area £16.500

HOME UNITS & TOWN HOUSES—

*A great way to spend your life In FPort: Beach position with great

views — parklike grounds from $27,000.

*East Side: Permanent water views, 200 yards to Horton Strest, from
$51,000,

.

illa Style Unit: Very private, carpets, low weekly cost=—3$38,000.
*Penthouse: Suit large famlly or similar—§46,500.

HOUSES (all prices for every need)—

*Pleasant timber home: Suit small family, good living area and stor-
age, $26,950,

*A dolls house: Owner going inter-state, beautiful area, high and dry,
§27,850.

*Retirement family required: The nlcest 2-b.r. timber home In town —
$31,000.

*New Brick Veneer: Three bedrooms, s good finish and can't be replac-
ed at price—§36,500.

Many, many more at all prices for retired executives etc.

*Riverside Farmlet: A most interesting and attractive proposition for
holiday or permanent. High ground, does not flood but enjoys lovely
river views. A new homestead suitable for “one or two" familles. Live
like a king on this 25-acre property — excellent amenities for leisurely
living. Sole Agents — $48,500. Adjoining 25 acres also available,
*Motel Site: A very rare “2C" zoned site — over 10,000 square feet —
level and handy to town. Has modern 4-bedroom house for removal,
when development required. Priced at $36,000 for prompt sale. Sole
Agents,

*South West Rocks: A really great speculation/grazing venture, Ad-
joins village area. Already subdivided to allow Immediate part sale to
your friends or others — 78 acres of “Utopis’ for $60,000.

H L.J.Hooker Limited

Division of Hooker Corporation Limited.
66 Clarence Street — Port Macquarie
PHONE 83 3044 A.H.: 83 2160 — 83 3574




Once upon a time the Bain Bridge was a
novelty to the kids of the town. It was a meeting
place of rival gangs and a courting boundary for
young couples of Beechwood and Wauchope.

The boys would race the cars across and try the
same with the sulkies till a flick of the whip would
send them over the side onto the pylons. The day
would finish up with a raid on Cowdery’s lemon
trees, everyone armed with a lump of salt in a
twist of newspaper.

Now! The pylons are disappearing under the
new wide decking. This work is to take six mon-
ths. In 1906 it took only 12 months to build the
whole structure . . . but the lead-up to getting a
start on took more than 30 years!

Before telephone and mail delivery, the only

The Opening of Bain Bridge

way to get a message through was by the local

paper, and we are indebted to the old Port
“News" for our information on this article.

The first move was made by Beechwood
School P & C in July 1878 when “a capacity
crowd braved the winter chills to discuss a flood-
free bridge over the Hastings™.

Lindsay of Huntingdon, Frazer of Frazer's
Creek, Cameron of Crosslands and Bain of Let-
terewe were the instigators. The matter was soon
of interest to the up-river farmers and business
men of the Port.

Many meetings were held and two young
chaps, Bill B:in and Len Dawes were sent off to
Sydney to put the matter before Government.

In the meantime some self help was called for.
The only crossing. Cameron Falls was dangerous
and getting worse. Mr Francis Marchment was
washed out of his sulky and lost a purse of
sovereigns. (Later found when the fresh went
down.)

Mr and Mrs John Graham of Koree Island
narrowly escaped drowning.

Beechwood Progress Committee was formed to
lend strength to another application to Sydney.
Such men as George Way, W. O'Brien, Angus
Kennedy, McKenzie of Brombin and Campbell of
Koree Island joined in.

In 1891 ballast from the ships at Beechwood
wharf was used to build a causeway across the
Falls. The stone kept washing away and the ex-
periment failed. A few years later, sapling posts
were driven in to direct the traffic.

It was quite obvious that the district had no

future without a safe crossing.
In October the first pile was driven by John
Cameron, in front of a large crowd, and the

following year the bridge was opened. Mrs

Graham of Koree Island had the honour of cut-
ting the ribbon and Mr P. J. O'Neill the honour of
driving his vehicle across first. _

The bridge has not been without its tragedies.

In July of 1955 three men were drowned when
their car went over the side, and in 1979, another
life was lost the same way.

The old bridge has stood up to some battering
from floods over the years. The water rising
above 3 meters at umes. However, the incon-
venience only lasts for a day or two.

With the opening of the Rocks Ferry bridge at

v T N 3 -
TS .

Wauchope, and the proposed building of a newj
one at Morton's Creek, the old-timers could
truly say that they have what they first set out 1d
get 100 years ago — “A flood-free bridge across
the Hastings™.

— By Hazel Suters
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