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□  Looking forward: B lue Poles C a fe  and  G a lle ry  o w ners  Ian  a n d  C o lleen  F arlow  look forw ard  to  th e  y e a r
a h e a d  a t th e ir B yab arra  business.

Global interest in Blue Poles
BLUE Poles Cafe and Gallery 

will adopt an Indonesian feel when 
school students exhibit their art
work in March.

The exhibition will bring together 
a collection of Byabarra Public 
School students’ artwork with an 
Indonesian influence as the popu
lar cafe and gallery gears up for the 
year ahead.

It has been 12 months since Ian 
and Colleen Farlow bought the 
business from Deb Collins and 
Miranda Mills.

Mr Farlow brings his creative

cooking and marketing skills to 
Blue Poles, while Mrs Farlow adds 
her artistic flair to the business at 
Byabarra, 44km south-west of Port 
Macquarie.

“The customers have given us a 
huge thumbs up,” Mrs Farlow said.

The Farlows gave the business a 
“spring clean” in the past 12 months 
including clearing privet and lan- 
tana from the property.

An arborist removed dead and 
dying branches from around the 
cafe building.

Mrs Farlow said the “amazingly

popular” bed and breakfast had 
attracted visitors from Dubai, 
Bolivia, Hong Kong, England and 
across Australia.

“Essentially, this is a people busi
ness,” she said.

“If you are lovely to people, first of 
all, they are happy, ana you give 
them great food and they are happi
er still, and then we have the view to 
die for.

“People absolutely love the food, 
the view and the service, and it’s 
very hard to beat that combina
tion.”
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what’s on

T h e

HE world's largest film festival will be  

in Byabarra for one night only this month. 

Sony Tropfest 2 007  attracted an aud i

ence of m ore than 150 ,000  people  

around Australia, earlier this year, but do not 
worry if you m issed it.

Hastings residents have a  chance to catch  

som e of the finalist entries to the popular 

com petition at Blue Poles C afe  and Gallery • 
on July 28.

This year first p lace  w ent to Q ueenslander 

Steve B aker (right) for his film An 
Im aginary Life. 4 M

B aker said the triumph was som ething J f l  

he had worked towards for a  long time. •J3  

"As a  director, it m eans so m uch for 

your career to be recognised at a  high ^  7  

level such as Sony Tropfest," he said. /

"And to have your film seen by literally J  

hundreds of thousands of people, 
there is nothing else like it."

A udiences w ere transfixed as the 

16 finalist films w ere b eam ed  live v ia  j  
satellite to venues in Sydney,

Melbourne, C anberra, Perth, H obart 

and Brisbane, plus e ight new regional 
locations around Australia.

To catch som e of the films that w ere  

screened  around the country head  out to 
B yabarra on July 28.

W HO: Trap Fest 2007 
W HEN: Saturday, July 28, show

only $22 films from 7.30pn 
WHERE: Blue Poles Cafe and 

Gallery, Byabarra
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f r i t h  P e te r y

BWPoles
G  a l l e r  I  C a f  c

Byabarra village on the road to Comboyne.

This diverse collection of paintings include 
memories of country life out west as well as 

images from ancient Egypt and Rome.

Official opening at 5pm Saturday 29th September 2001.

This exhibition is on show until Sunday 28th October 2001 
Gallery hours: 9 am — 5 pm Thursday to Sunday ph 65 871167

You are warmly invited to the exhibition opening 
of paintings by

(please note that Blue Poles is closed during September 
to reopen at 9am for preview on the day of this exhibition)
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B
lue Poles at Byabarra 
will host a Big 
Birthday Show to mark 
10 years in operation. 

Celebrations will Include a 
group exhibition by local 
artists who have been with 
Blue Poles since It began, 
Including Margrit Rlchenbach 
and Claude Teyssier.
These two artists bring the 
rich wildlife of their adopted 
home Inside, with kangaroo, 
galah, cockatoo, turtles and 
goanna portraits all having 
joined the party at Blue

Margrit and Claude are 
also responsible for the 
ever-changing paddock 
sculpture which is visible 
from the verandah at Blue 

and continue to 
all with their

creativity.
The birthday bash will also 
be followed by a dinner. 
Bookings are recommended. 
The café and gallery will 
open from 5pm, with dinner 
at 6pm.
For more Information call

WHAT: Blue Poles 10th birthday 6587 1167.
WHERE: Blue Poles Café and Gallery, Byabarra 
WHEN: Saturday, May 19 from 5pm
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BLUE POLES ,
In Byabarra, a village that sees a handful of 

cars a day, this cosmopolitan cafe, gallery and 

studio is a revelation. Make the trip for scenes 

of undulating hills, and enjoy a light lunch or 

settle in for the afternoon (they're licensed). 

Offerings range from sandwiches on Turkish 

through to fragrant chicken curry or a special 

of local beef fillet with baked mushrooms and 

caramelised leek. Desserts like the cumquat 

and ginger tartlet are amazing. Call ahead for 

detauTon jazz and theatre dinners. 1086 

Comboyne Rd. Byabarra. (02) 6587 1167.

From Delicious Magazine, 
March 2007. p48—53
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blue poles cafe
7 iu's S pecia l venue  /V c o n s ia n iiy  o f f t t i ^ y  a n  e c le c h c  *nix 

o f  con H h n para ty  a r t ,  h^nfic a n )  hntnik veaterim y cm 'j i m .

Rolling hills em brace this aw ard  w in n in g  and un ique bush ta le  only  

35 m inu tes  fo rm  Port M acquarie , Id ea l lor a generous breakfast, rich 

m e llo w  coffee, a long lunch, or d inner and a show. W ant to stay.’’

Our large treetup  studio a p a rtm e n t offers a  luxurious re tre a t so dose  

to hom e. Chef Jenni Jones boasts an  exceptional culinary background  

and uses th e  freshest local produce, Blue Poles is fully licenced  

ava ilab le  for w edd ings, b irthdays and private  functions.

1086 Comboyne Road. Byabarra 
Ph: 6587 1167 www.bluepoles.com.au

Jtnni, M  A  M ifanJa

o p e n : Cafe Hours W ed- 

Sun (fro m  2 7 th  D ec-end  

of Jan) Closed during  

feb ruary , R e-open  March  

1 (thurs-sun) 

m a in s  fro m : S io .M

Pi

P r o m  " P o e m s ’ 1 M a g a z i n e  J a n u a r y  2 0 0 7

Hastings i 
W A l/C H O P E !

http://www.bluepoles.com.au
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ucmda Peters has a voice ol st.ury

substance she has an original approach 

to well known fau repertoire as well as 

her own material, creating an ambience with 

class. She produces quality vocal music m the 

ja n  style ranging horn early Ella Fitzgerald,

I diti) piai, Sarah Vaughan, Duke Ellington and 

other jd // greats.

tur inda Peters has been described as 

"luxurious magic a talent possessing 

piolound originality and an extremely well 

developed ability to articulate that talent’ 

(Ciaig N Pearce Drum Media).

Her most recent Cl) is quoted as being

"one of the finest musicai documents ol this

or any year".

In this solo perloimame ol double bass 

accompaniment, local audiences w ill be 

delighted by Peteis Lucinda returns to Blue 

Poll's on Saturday 20th january 2007 tor a 

solo show ol exceptional ).r/ /  and original in 

lei (notations. With her remarkable voice and 

lit 'i double bass, Lucinda's music is mesmet 

i/mg ini Ibis veiy soothing summer stiow 

and fabulous two course dinner, individuals 

only $48, groups ol 6 $4S, or tor just the 

show $24. Hie show starts at 6 .50pm, foi |  

bookings call (02) 6S87 1167.

a r t ic le  fp c ff t  p e n s  n u u ja z in c
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king curly
-Mlere: Blue Poles Art Gallery 

Mien: 26th August 

hlO: Ph: 6S87 1167

King curly plays at Blue Poles Gallery 

-  Combine contemporary Australian 

songwr/ting, highly loose original and 

sparse instrumentation, unusual hand 

n o u g h t instruments and an electrifying 

young band of jazz cats and you get 

Steve Appel's invention King Curly. $46

dinner and show /S42 groups of 6 /  $22

show only. Mini bus transport available. 

Bookings are essential on 6587 1167.
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Nigel Gillespie’s painting are contemporary works rich in colour and texture. He is primarily influ
enced by the landscape, and the emotive response to the nooks, crannies and broad open spaces of ru
ral life.. This is Nigel’s first show at Blue Poles and in our region.
The Opening of this impressive work from a highly regarded artist is on Saturday 29lh July from 5pm. 
After the opening there will be a fabulous dinner (menu by Nathan Sheehan) for those who would like 
to stay on and enjoy Blue Poles by night. Everyone is welcome to join us. So please do .

H e llo  a n d  G o o d

A big goodbye and heartfelt thanks to Lynda and Nathan who stepped in to care-take Blue Poles in 
February for 6 months while the owners Miranda and Deb completed their preparation for the expan
sion of Blue Poles into an Arts and Wellbeing Retreat Centre. We could not have done this important 
work without their support and their tremendous care and love of Blue Poles. I am sure you will all 
agree that the food has leapt up the scale towards the sublime ! Rest assured that the menu shall con
tinue to surprise and delight you in the months to come. This month we welcome Jenni Jones to our 
team... a fantastic chef and a local from Comboyne. To say goodbye to Lynda and Nathan please join 
us on the night of Saturday July 29th.

King Curly is coming our wsy
Combine..contemporary Australian songwiitmg, highly original luusc ‘ 
and sparse instrumentation, unusual hand wrought instruments and an 
electrifying young band o f  jazz cats and you get Steve Appel’s inven
tion King Curly
They recently supported Cat Empire on their Australian Tour and Paul 
Kelly had this to say about King Curly...
"TFseemsto me a crying shame that two o f  the most extraordinary Australian records release4 

in recent years have gone largely unheraMect in this country KING CUKLY's new album Lullaby 

an4 their 2 002  4ebut album Family Man blen4 |oy, melancholy an4 won4er in songs o f  

haunting beauty. King Curly's name shoul4 beshoute4 from the roof-tops' ....

$46 cjinner, coffee and show.... 6.30pm start

$42 groups o f 6 or concession price
$22 show only......................... 7.30pm start
...mini bus transport is available from Port or W'hope 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL > 6587~1167or info@bluepoIes.com.au

W
hat’s O

n in July-A
ugust ’0€r

mailto:info@bluepoIes.com.au
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« L  ni
B Y A B A R R A , N S W  Lee  A tk inson  * :  % ,

T O  C A L L  it a to w n  w ou ld  b e  m is lead in g . E ven  th e  te rm  "village" is p e rh a p s  o vers ta tin g  it q tittle , b u t th e  

collection o f h o u s e s  ca lled  B ya b a rra , p e rch ed  on a ridge o verlo o k in g  th e  T h o n é T ^ i ^ l t è y ,  is m y favo u rite  

sm all country to w n .

T h e  p lace  I e s c a p e  to b e tw e e n  re s e a rc h in g  trave l s to ries  a n d  living on th e  ro ad .

H idden  on a b a c k  ro ad  h a lfw a y  b e tw e e n  W auchope  a n d  C o m b o y n e  in th e  N S W  m idnorth - c o a s t h in te rlan d , 

it’s one o f th o s e  b lin k -a n d -y o u ’ll-m iss-it p la c e s  ¿ a tw o -ro o m e d  p rim ary  school, a church, a n c ie n t S choo l o f th e  

A rts hall, a  public te le p h o n e  booth  an d  a  fab u lo u s  c a fe  a n d  art ga lle ry .

B lue  P o les  C a fe  a n d  G a lle ry  (w w w .b lu e p o le s .c o m .a u ) is o n e  o f th o s e  a lm o s t m yth ic  p laces  yo u  all too  

occas iona lly  s tu m b le  across in country  N S W  ¿ an  o u to f- th e -w a y  p la c e  th a t rea lly  does s e rv e  good  co ffee , an d  

light lu nches, h e a v e n ly  c a k e s  an d  local w in e  ¿ s e rv e d  on a la rge  d e c k  w ith  sw e e p in g  v iew s o ver th e  v a lle y . 

Inside is a la rge  g a lle ry  w ith  ch ang ing  m onth ly  exh ib itions  by w e ll-k n o w n  co n tem p orary  A u s tra lian  artists.

T h e re 's  a lso  a  stylish stud io  a p a rtm e n t out th e  b a c k  for B & B  a c c o m m o d atio n .

H e a d  up th e  ro ad  a little, w ind ing  yo ur w a y  th rough  to w erin g  tre e  fe rn s , an d  you'll burst o u t o f th e  ra in fo res t 

atop  a high p la te a u  o f lush da iry  fa rm s , c riss -cro ssed  w ith  old s to n e  fe n c e s  an d  v iew s  all th e  w a y  to  th e  co as t 

Turn  right a n d  you'll find y o u rs e lf a t  B oo rg an a  N a tu re  R e s e rv e , o n e  o f the  o ld es t re s e rv e s  in N S W , full o f o ld - 

growth c e d a r, d e n s e  ra in fo res t an d  pristine w a te rfa lls . Tu rn  left an d  you 're  a t E llenborough  Fa lls , the la rg e s t 

sing le  drop o f w a te r  in th e  so u th ern  h e m is p h e re . F ifte e n  m inu tes  dow n th e  hill from  B yab arra  a n d  y o u 're  a t  

W auchope  w h e re , on th e  fourth S a tu rd a y  o f e v e ry  m onth , th e  loca ls  from  B yab arra  and  surro u nd ing  v illag es  

g a th e r to s w a p  gossip  a t th e  fa rm er's  m a rk e t a n d  se ll w h a te v e r 's  ripe .

T e n  m o re  m inu tes  a n d  you can  ta k e  your p ick  o f a n y  o f P o rt M a c q u a rie 's  15 b e a c h e s . S m a llto w n  life a t  its 

finest.

L e e  A tk inson  is th e  au th o r o f O n th e  R o ad : 4 0  G re a t D riv ing  H o lid a y s  in A us tra lia . S h e  lives  in B ya b a rra

T itle * Sma 11 IS boun+i fu ) "

Source - T h e  M e lb o u rn e  Age
2 1 15 / 2 0 0 ^

http://web8.epnet.com/citation.asp?tb=:l&_ug=sid+24409B99%2D6A6E%2D4997%2DA51C... 7/26/2006

http://www.bluepoles.com.au
http://web8.epnet.com/citation.asp?tb=:l&_ug=sid+24409B99%2D6A6E%2D4997%2DA51C
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You may not know these women but you will know 
some other autumn bloomers.

Resilient, courageous and inspiring older women with 
many stories to tell. Join us in this audio visual 

celebration of their lives. 
u $ h t  t o  i / o u  k i f  Y O n u c h o p e  C o m m u n i t y  

/ I t t s  C o u n c i l

«¿f/i a s s i s t a n c e  / ¡ v o n i t h e  / h t s  C o u n c i l  o /
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Gallery hosts works of Arthur McNeil
FROM his early 

Women’s Weekly story 
illustrations to his sketch
books of India, Arthur 
McNeil has drawn and 
painted for 50 years. A 
complete shnw of this fas
cinating man’s life’s work 
(a retrospective) will be 
on show at Blue Poles 
Cafe Gallery during 
January and February.

Arthur trained as a 
graphic artist at East 
Sydney Technical College 
(as it was then known) 
after the war then became 
a copy boy for Women’s 
Weekly then Woman’s 
Day magazines and 
worked alongside

Australia’s top illustra
tors of the 1950s and 
1960s. He also did free
lance book illustrations, 
however with the coming 
of TV artwork dried up 
and he returned to East 
Sydney Technical College 
teaching at diploma level. 
He has taught at most 
metropolitan colleges.

During the years 1962 
to 1974 he travelled twice 
a year to Papua New 
Guinea to experience and 
draw the local colours 
and cultures. Some works 
from these travels will be 
in the exhibition.

The exhibition contin
ues until the end of 
February. Gallery hours 
are 9am to 5pm 
Wednesday to Sunday.

O N  D IS P L A Y : Arthur McNeil has opened his exhibition at Blue Poles Gallery 
at Byabarra. The exhibition continues till the end of February.





Blue Poles’ play a real thriller
WITH full house for the six nights of drama at Blue 

Poles Cafe Gallery, hosts Frith and Allan Peters are 
thrilled to be able to provide an obviously much-needed 
venue.

Murder in the Gallery, a play written specifically for 
Blue Poles, was performed by a newly formed drama 
group, Death by Drama Ink. Nine actors led the audience 
a merry chase to discover “who dun it”.

Though most of the actors, such as Lance Thompson, 
Robyn Curtain, Michelle Gorton, Oshun Burrows, are old 
stagers and the others have had a variety of experience, 
there were many surprises. In fact some even stuck to the

script!
Writer/director Angela McPherson, who has recently 

resettled in Byabarra from distant studies, has many plans 
at foot. Stay tuned.

Running parallel to the night-time drama, the important 
exhibition opening of Art Alliance on Saturday, May 1 
brought around 150 people. The seven artists, Sue Bell, 
Julia Lock, Joanne Bums, Daryl Davis, Ali McCudden, 
Kerry-Anne Holloway and Zoe Jackson, present the fruits 
of their “Small Stories”.

N / W j  , 

S *

A G A L L E R Y  M U R D E R : M urder in the  Gallery, 
directed by Angela  M acpherson and the Drama 
Ink Theatre  G roup features, from  left, Robyn 
Curtain, Ron Lindsay and Allan Peters.
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Blues Poles exhibition
A VERY successful 

exhibition is in full swing 
at Blue Poles Cafe 
Gallery at Byabarra.

The exhibition is of 
three local artists’ work, 
Judy Jelsma’s colourful

paintings,, Kerry
Wheeldon’s classical pot
tery and Sheree 
Munday’s unique ceram
ics, and is open for sale 
until December 28.

More than 100 people-

celebrated the opening of 
the exhibition and many 
more have since jour
neyed to Byabarra to en
joy the display and to pur
chase the ideal Christmas 
gift.

Gallery Cafe owner 
Mrs Frith Peters says she 
is delighted to present 
such delightful works of 
art so close to Christmas.

Blue Poles has become 
a relaxing spot for locals 
and visitors to enjoy 
lunch whilst perusing 
quality works of art and 
individual gifts.

The valley views are 
particularly green, this 
season being such a good 
one, and the Cafe Gallery 
now boasts a popular out
side deck overlooking the 
valley.

Gallery hours are 9am 
to 5pm, closed Monday 
and Tuesday though open 
every day over the 
Christmas holidays.

ON EXHIBITION: Kerry Wheeldon, Judy Jelsma 
and Sheree Munday are exhibiting their works at 
Blue Poles Cafe Gallery at Byabarra.
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Blue Poles a first for Byabarra
BYABARRA’S Blue Poles 

Gallery and cafe will officially open 
next week.

The venture is being undertaken 
by Frith and Allan Peters who have 
operated the town’s general store 
for the past four years.

Mrs Peters, with her two 
decades of art background, be
lieves the time is right for her to ex
pand into a gallery and cafe to 
cater for the many tourists and 
coastal people who pass through 

I Byabarra.
Over the past 18 months she has 

expanded the premises to include a

first-class gallery area and another 
two rooms that comprise gallery 
and cafe.

Advice on lighting has been re
ceived from the regional gallery in 
Taree.

Mrs Peters said the premises al
so offered spectâculàr. views over 
the valley and Thorne River.

Thirteen local artists will com
prise the gallery’s first exhibition, 
which will be opened by Blue 
Mountains artist Hugh Spiers, who 
was one of Mrs Perter’s first art 
teachers.

“I am hoping to make this a fun

place with live music as well as the 
gallery and cafe.

The aim is to make it an inter
esting and exciting place to visit, 
and we have two hectares of gar
dens people can look through as 
well.”

Mrs Peters is part of a diverse 
group of contemporary artists who 
meet regularly at Byabarra and 
who will provide works for the first 
exhibition at the new Blue Poles 
which opens on December 13.

Mrs Peters also believes the. 
gallery and cafe will be popular 
with travellers and visitors.

U ^ e t r  t  .

Byabarra’s
THE masterpieces of 13 local artists 

will be exhibited this weekend at the of- 
; ficial opening of Byabarra’s Blue Poles 

Gallery and Cafe,
An exciting contemporary art exhibi

tion, entitled ‘The Shape We’re In’ - a 
celebration of nudes, will be opened by 
Blue Mountains artist Hugh Spiers on 
Saturday at the gallery, which overlooks 
the valley and Thone River.

The unique exhibition of paintings, 
sculptures and 3D art will give visitors 
just a taste of the artwork owners Frith 
and Allan Peters intend to showcase.

The couple has operated Byabarra’s

Blue Poles
general store for the past four years and, 
after 18 months expanding the premises 
to include the first-class' gallery area, 
Allan and Frith are excited about their 
hew venture which was a labour of love.

With two decades of art back
ground, Mrs Peters believes the time is 
right to expand the gallery and cafe to 
cater for "the many tourists and locals 
who pass through the area.

“I am hoping to make this a fun 
place with live music as well as the 
gallery and cafe,” she said.

Blue Poles Gallery and Cafe is open 
Wednesdays to Sundays.

U 4 h  T ) e c © r v i k > e l c l c I T
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Blue Poles attracts crowd
Byabarra’s 
new tourist 
attraction

A much better than ex
pected crowd attended the 
opening of Byabarra’s 
Blue Poles Cafe Gallery 
last week.

More than 200 people 
made their way to the 
area’s newest tourist at
traction to see an exciting 
exhibition titled “The 
Shape We’re In” - a cele
bration of the nude which 
will continue for six 
weeks.

Guests were inspired 
by the very different de
sign and colour scheme of 
the building and they ap
plauded a wonderful ad
dition to the many attrac
tions of the Hastings 
area.

Owner-builders Frith 
and Allan Peters have 
spent the past 18 months 
designing and building 
the Cafe Gallery.

Blue Poles will offer 
light lunches and refresh
ments with views through 
the wide windows down

□  Blue Poles Cafe and Gallery owner Frith Peters 
with Henry Fields at the official opening of 

Byabarra’s latest tourist attraction.

the tranquil river valley. ing” of Blue Poles Cafe 
Frith Peters said she and Gallery which is now 

was overwhelmed by the open from Wednesdays to 
response to the “christen- Sundays.

exhibition at ByabarraBlue Poles
B LU E Poles Gallery of 

Byabarra will host an exhibition of 
bright, landscape abstract paintings 
opening 3pm Saturday, May 23.
. The paintings are by Sue Day, 
formerly of Sydney and London 
and now a resident of the Hastings.

A full show of abstract work is a 
first for rural Hastings Valley and 
oallery owner Frith Peters said,

“This work will be enjoyable to 
viewers who appreciate abstract 
painting and also for those who 
have not had the opportunity to be
come familiar with this form of art. 
It is cheerftlj, bright and decora
tive.”

Blue Poles is fast becoming a 
landmark for cultural experiences, 
with recent features being the

Autumn Bloomers celebration put 
on by the Wauchope Arts Council, 
then last Saturday night’s sellout 
recital by cellist Helen Byrne and 
pianist Irina Klamka.

The audience thrilled to the mu
sic of this international duo in an 
intimate, rural setting.

The exhibition will continue for 
eight weeks.

m  -,
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Exciting abstracts at Blue Poles
THE Blues Poles 

Gallery and Cafe at 
Byabarra is hosting a new 
exhibition which features 
‘bright and exciting’ ab
stract art.

Gallery owner Frith 
Peters said she is thrilled 
to have the work of Sue 
Day on display until the 
end of July.

Frith said she was 
honoured to have such a 
high standard of work on 
view for people in the 
"country to enjoy or to be
come familiar with for the 
first time.

The exhibition can be 
viewed any day except 
Mondays and Tuesdays 
when the cafe gallery is 
closed.

Abstract artist Sue 
Day moved to the 
Hastings 12 months ago 
from Sydney, having stud
ied art in the city and in 
London.

She was an artist-in
residence at Bundanoon, 
Arthur Boyd’s property 
on the Shoalhaven River.

Some works are of 
that place while others are

□  Blue Poles Cafe and Gallery owner Frith Peters with artist Sue Day who will 
be exhibiting her work until the end of July.

from around Sydney and Peters, Ms Day’s work is pleasing even to the view- 
there are some very recent recommended viewing, er who may not have had 
works from the Hastings especially as an introduc- the opportunity to under-

a 5 '̂ ,. ' ‘on *9 art, be- stand and appreciate ab-
According to frith cause it is colourful and stract art.

p fC  1Y\:
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Gallery exhibition § 
continues until Jujg

BLUE Poles Gallery of Byabarra is hostin|P 
exhibition of bright, landscape abstract painti|a

The paintings are by Sue Day, formeiS* 
Sydney and London and now a resident oM  
Hastings.

A full show of abstract work is a first fo rla  
Hastings Valley and gallery owner Frith Petereji 
the work will be enjoyable to viewers who aptjg 
ate abstract painting and also for those w ho» 
not had the opportunity to become familiar. 
this form of art.

Blue Poles is fast becoming a landmark foijcsi 
tural experiences, with recent features beinJS 
Autumn Bloomers celebration put on biM 
Wauchope Arts Council, then a recent s |H  
recital by cellist Helen Byrne and pianist^B 
Klamka.

The audience thrilled to the music of thisfS 
national duo in an intimate, rural setting.

The current exhibition continues until mid-|j| 
----------   ■ — JSM

Ffor  ̂The Hastings Gazette
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' □  The Autumn Bloomers, from left to right, Merle Glasson, N ancy-Lee Short, H azel Suters, Winifred Godfrey and Dolly O ’Brien

‘Blooming’ beautiful
•I T• THE Autumn
jBIpomers are the first to

P
nit they have plenty to 
thankful for.

After living through 
two world wars and the 
Great Dépression they 
still lead rich and active 
lives.

Despite their new
found celebrity status the 
Autumn Bloomers 
Hazel Suters, Winifred 
Godfrey, Dolly O’Brien, 
Nancy-Lee Short and 
Merle Glasson - don’t un
derstand what all the fuss 
is about.
. The subject of a spe- 

exhibition at 
Byabarra’s Blue Poles 
Tafe and Gallery, the 
Autumn Bloomers are so 

named because they areresilient. courageous, and

inspiring older women.
Between them the 

"autumn bloomers” have 
raised 2 0  children in the 
years before washing ma
chines, hot running water 
and electric stoves. They 
have all spent half a cen
tury supporting husbands 
in their careers and look
ing after others. And they 
are still giving, each active 
in the community in a dif
ferent way.

What started as a pro
ject by Wauchope 
Community Arts Council 
president Krissa
Wilkinson, turned into a 
celebration of five special 
women and other 
Autumn Bloomers across 
the country.

“Mostly they.go unno
ticed but this country has

developed due to the gen
erous spirits of genera
tions of women like them, 
who’ve laboured long 
hours for little or no pay.

“One of the aims of 
this project is to take 
them from their invisibili
ty and put them under the 
spotlight, honour the 
contribution they have

made and continue to 
make. They are the glue 
that holds this country to
gether,” she said.

The Autumn
Bloomers exhibition , 
which features portraits 
of the women, was offi
cially opened by Hastings 
mayor Frank Harrison on 
Sunday.

It continues at the Blue 
Pôles Café and Gallery 
until May 17.
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□  Local artist, Tarpie W atts works on one of her cre
ations in readiness for the opening of her retrospec

tive exhibition this weekend.

Renowned artist 
opens exhibition at 
Blue Poles Gallery

TREAT yourself to a full retrospective of the 
exquisite artwork of Tarpie Watts this weekend at Blue 
Poles Gallery in Byabarra.

Tarpie, who lives at Bagnoo, is an inspiration to 
other artists and her original works have been sought 
after and enjoyed wherever they’ve been shown.

The pieces she creates often echo the shapes of na
ture using various natural materials; fine wood carv- j 
ings and fascinating fibre scupltures incorporating ele- j 
ments such as feathers, leather, metal, bone and horn.

As well as samples of her natural creations Tarpie 
will present lino cut prints, etchings and drawings in 
her new exhibition which opens at Blue Poles Cafe 
Gallery, Byabarra, on Sunday at 4.30pm. The local 
artist's work will be on show until the end of April.

Gallery hours are IOam till 5pm Mondays and 
Tuesdays.

For further details phone Blue Poles Gallery on 
6587 1167.





the nature 
0  of things

where: Blue Poles Art Gallery

when: sat isth
Info: www.bluepoles.com.au

Installations and paintings by local artist Sue 

Bell. Exhibition opens at 5pm on the 18th. 

Everyone welcome. Dinner to be served after 

the opening. Blue Poles is now licensed. The 

café /gallery open Fri-Sun 9.30am to 4.00prr 

and Wed-Sun in the school holidays.

HASTINGS LIBRARY
W Ü C H O P E  R PA N f"'

-

http://www.bluepoles.com.au




$100,000 boon 
for Byabarra cafe
Blue Poles to add 
a nature retreat

EXPANSION plans 
for the Blue Poles Cafe 
and Gallery in 
Byabarra received a 
$100,000 boost thanks 
to the Australian gov
ernment.

Lyne MP and deputy 
Prime Minister Mark 
Vaile will announce the 
funding today, to assist 
tho Byabarra caffe 
develop a multi-func
tional nature-based 
tourism facility.

Cafe owner Deb 
Collins said the news 
was very exciting.

“The money will go 
towards the conversion 
of an existing shed on 
the property, which will 
expand Blue Poles Cafe 
and Gallery to a 
nature-based small 
retreat facility.”

Ms Collins said the 
shed would be convert
ed into a conference 
room which could 
accommodate up to 50 
people for day use.

“We are also plan
ning on building anoth
er cabin and hope to be 
able to accommodate

□ T o p  s p o t:  B lue P oles C a fe  an d  G allery.

between 10 to 14 people 
on the site overnight.” 

Ms Collins said the 
new additions to the 
property would also

^ f o ( C r

M o n d a y  j O o V o b e t r  3 A ,  

<p>* lb

ZooS

hopefully mean longer 
opening hours for the 
cafe and gallery.

The Byabarra project 
is one of 53 innovative 
tourism projects across 
Australia offered fund
ing support of almost $8 
million.

The Australian 
Tourism Development 
Program provides sup
port for innovative 
tourism projects and 
encourages tourism 
development in region
al and rural areas.

“The new facility will 
complement the award
winning Blue Poles 
Café and Gallery in the 
hinterland offering high 
quality arts and health 
retreats, workshops and 
events in a beautiful 
rural setting,” Mr Vaile 
said.
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Keeping th e  m agic a live

B : Y A B A R R A  is  t o o  g o o d  to  

■ le a ve . F r ith  P e te rs  re c k o n s .

B u t  a t th e  s a m e  t im e ,  s h e  
b e lie v e s  h e r  b ig g e s t 
d is a p p o in tm e n t  is  s ta y in g  in  th e  

s a m e  s p o t  f o r  s o  lo n g , r a th e r  

th a n  s e e k in g  a n e w  a d v e n tu re .

In  th e  P o r t  M a c q u a r ie  
h in te r la n d ,  B y a b a r ra  is  a lo n g  

w a y  f r o m  w h e r e  F r i th  a n d  

h u s b a n d  A lla n  b e g a n  th e i r  

w o r k in g  liv e s
-  F r i th  as a n u rs e  a n d  A lla n  in  

a g r ic u l tu r e .

B u t  th e y  h a v e  t r ie d  th e i r  h a n d s  

a t d i f fe r e n t  p u r s u i ts  a lo n g  th e  

w a y , f r o m  r u n n in g  w e th e rs  n e a r 

A lb u r y  to  g r o w in g  k iw i f r u i t  a t 

B y a b a r ra ,  a n d  n o w  th e i r  t im e  is 

f i l le d  w i th  th e i r  B lu e  P o le s  c a fe  
a n d  a r t  g a lle ry .

“ W e 'v e  d o n e  e x c i t in g  th in g s  
r a th e r  th a n  m o n e y m a k in g  th in g s , ”
F r i th  sa ys .

“ W e d o n 't  p la n  ah e a d  b e ca u se  w e  d o n 't  
w a n t it  to  w o rk  th a t  w a y .”

T h e y  ke e p  th e ir  o p t io n s  a n d  th e i r  d o o rs  

o p e n  to  “ ke e p  th e  m a g ic  h a p p e n in g " .
T h e y  m o v e d  to  th e  a re a  25  y e a rs  a g o , 

in i t i a l l y  fa r m in g  th e  la n d , a n d  a t  s m o k o  

t im e  th e y  w o u ld  e n jo y  th e  u n s p o i l t  

v ie w  a c ro s s  th e  v a l le y  w h i le  b o il in g  th e  

b i l l y  u n d e r  th e  t re e  w h e r e  th e  c a fe  n o w  

s ta n d s .

E ig h t  y e a rs  a g o  th e y  b u i l t  a g e n e ra l 

s to r e ,  th e n  a d d e d  F r i th 's  a r t  s tu d io  a n d  

f in a l ly  th e  B lu e  P o le s  tw o  y e a rs  ago . 

T h e y  a re  n o w  p la n n in g  to  a g a in  e x te n d  

th e  b u i ld in g  w i t h  a n e w  s tu d io .

T h e  P e te rs  a re  s t i l l  a m a z e d  a t h o w  

th e y  h a v e  c o n s t r u c te d  t h e i r  “ b lu e  

h e a v e n ”  w i t h o u t  a n y  t ra in in g .

T h e  c a fe  a n d  g a lle r y  ta k e  th e i r  n a m e  

fr o m  J a c k s o n  P o llo c k 's  ( in ) fa m o u s  

w o r k  fo r  w h ic h  G o u g h  W h i t la m ’s 
g o v e rn m e n t  p a id  $1 .4  m i l l io n  fo r  

p la c e m e n t in  th e  N a t io n a l G a lle ry .
A t  th e  t im e  th e r e  w a s  a r o a r  o f  p u b l ic  

o u t c r y  a t  w h a t  w a s  p e rc e iv e d  to  b e  a 

m is u s e  o f  v a lu a b le  fu n d s , b u t  th e  

P e te rs  b a c k e d  th e  b r a v e  s h o w  o f  

s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  a r ts  s e c to r  in  A u s t ra l ia .  
• '  " i t  w a s  m o re  th e  fa c t  th a t  i t  w a s  a 

s h o w  o f  o p e n n e s s , o f  ta k in g  a b o a rd  

n e w  id e a s  a n d  b re a k in g  n e w  g r o u n d , ”  

F r i th  sa ys .

T h e  p ie c e  is n o w  v a lu e d  a t  m o re  th a n  

$40 m i l l io n ,  a n d  a l th o u g h  F r i th  h a s  n o t  
y e t  g a in e d  a fu l l  a p p r e c ia t io n  f o r  it ,  th e  

n a m e  h a s  a n  im p o r ta n t  s y m b o l is m  fo r  
w h a t  s h e  a n d  A lla n  a re  d o in g  a t 

B y a b a rra .

F r i th  w a s  n e v e r  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  p u rs u e  

a r t  as a c a re e r  p a th  a n d  o w n in g  a 

g a lle r y  in  th e  b u s h  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e a sy  

f in a n c ia l ly ,  b u t  s h e  w a n te d  fa r m e r s  to  

h a v e  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v ie w  

c o n te m p o r a r y  A u s t r a l ia n  a r t .

T h e  ca fe  ke e p s  th e m  g o in g  w h i le  th e  
g a lle ry  p ro v id e s  e x p o s u re  fo r  lo c a l 

a r t is ts ,  w i th  e x h ib it io n s  ru n n in g  fo r  s ix  

w e e k s  a n d  b o o k e d  tw o  y e a rs  in  a d v a n c e .

TOP: Allan and Frith Peters in their 
Blue Poles cafe with one of Frith's 
artworks in the background.

ABOVE: Another of Frith's works.

T h e y  a re  h o p in g  to  g e t m o re  a r t is ts  

f r o m  o u ts id e  th e  a re a  to  b r o a d e n  th e  

h o r iz o n s  o f  th e  lo c a l e n th u s ia s ts .

T h e  c a fe  a ls o  p la y s  h o s t to  a m a te u r  

th e a t re  g ro u p s  f ro m  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  

h i l ls ,  as w e ll as w o r ld  c la s s  m u s ic ia n s , 
in c lu d in g  c la s s ic a l h a rp is t ,  M a rs h a ll  

M c G u ire , a n d  b a m b o o  f la u t is t ,  R ile y  Lee.
F r i th 's  lo v e  o f  a r t  b e g a n  as a c h i ld  in  

W a gg a  W agg a  -  h e r  m o th e r  

e n c o u ra g in g  h e r  a r t is t ic  ta le n ts  b y  

a l lo w in g  h e r  t o  p a in t  m u ra ls  o n  th e  

w a lls  o f  t h e i r  h o m e  a n d  to  p o s e  as  a 
c h i ld  m o d e l fo r  th e  lo c a l a r t  s o c ie ty .

“ I t ’s a lw a y s  b e e n  s o m e th in g  l ik e  
b r e a th in g ,  ju s t  s o m e th in g  w e  a lw a y s  
d id , "  s h e  says .

H e r  m o th e r  a ls o  e n c o u ra g e d  an  
a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  m o d e rn  A u s t r a l ia n  a r t  
w h ic h  s t i l l  in f lu e n c e s  F r i t h ’s p a in t in g s ,  

p a r t ic u la r ly  th e  w o r k s  o f  R u s s e ll 

D ry s d a le ,  R o b e r t  D ic k e rm a n , B re t t  

W h i te ly  a n d  C h a r le s  B la c k m a n .
T h is  c u l tu r a l  b a c k g ro u n d  p la c e d  A lla n  

o n  a s te e p  le a r n in g  c u r v e  w h e n  h e  m e t 

F r i th  a t  th e  ag e  o f  19, b u t  s h e  s a y s  h e  

n o w  h a s  a  fre s h  a n d  o b s e r v a n t  w a y  o f  
v ie w in g  a r t ,  s p o t t in g  d e ta i ls  t r a in e d  

e y e s  h a v e  m is s e d .

“ 1 th o u g h t  i t  w a s  f ro m  t r y in g  to  s p o t 
f ly b lo w n  s h e e p ,"  A l la n  s a y s  d r y ly .

L ik e  F r i th ,  h e  s t i l l  h a s  s o m e  d e s ire  to  
t r y  s o m e th in g  e ls e  a n d  th e  fo r m e r  N S W  
A g r ic u l tu r e  e m p lo y e e  a n d  le c tu r e r  a t 

th e  th e n  H a w k e s b u ry  A g r ic u l tu r a l  

C o lle g e , s t i l l  h o ld s  o n  to  a d is a p p e a r in g  

d re a m  o f  o w n in g  h is  o w n  s h e e p  s ta t io n .

B u t  h e  is  c o m p e n s a te d  k n o w in g  th a t  

n o t  t o o  m a n y  c o c k ie s  h a v e  fo l lo w e d  

th e  u n iq u e  a n d  in te r e s t in g  p a th  h is  l i fe  

h a s  ta k e n .

In d e e d , i t  w o u ld  b e  to o  h a rd  to  le a v e  
th e  “ m a g ic "  a t B y a b a rra .

—  MICHAEL THOMSON
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