FROM WINCHELSEA
TO KELVIN GROVE

A Martin Family History
150 Years in Australia
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Children of William and Cordelia. Left to
right: Samuel, Stephen, Betsy, James,
William, Fred, Ann, George and John.
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Chapter 1
WILLIAM AND CORDELIA

It was in the English seaside town of Winchelsea, in the southern county of Sussex, that a
son, William, was born to William and Mary Martin (nee Jones) in 1806. Little did William
and Mary know that baby William would be the one to take the family name to the new land
down under, and be the patriach of a family, now numbering into the thousands, Not a great
deal is known of William’s childhood or teenage years, except that as a young man he followed

in his father’s footsteps and became a farm labourer. He had some basic education and could
read and write. -
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William Martin ' Cordelia Martin

In 1829, at the age of twenty-three, he married Cordelia Sinden, daughter of John and Jan
Sinden, who was then just nineteen years old. Their first child, a boy, was also named William,
and he was followed by daughters Mary, Ann and Sarah. The real reason for the family’s
emigration is not known, maybe it was insecurity of employment, maybe it was the stories of
opportunity and promises of -prosperity filtering through from the new colony of New South
Wales, but whatever the reason, emigrate they did, sailing from Plymouth on 14th June, 1838,
on the “Coromandel,” the children then being aged nine, six, four and one and a half years, and
after a journey lasting three and a half months, landed at Sydney on 2nd October, 1838.

There were four hundred emigrants on the “Coromandel,” as well as cabin passengers, and an
outbreak of smallpox caused the death of four adults and eleven children. There were also
reported cases of whooping cough and scurvy. All passengers were Wesleyan, and in later years
were known as “Coromandelites.” Among the personal luggage of William and Cordelia was a
portrait of the Reverend John Wesley, and a christening goblet, which was turned from part of
an old ash tree from Winchelsea, under which Wesley preached his last sermon in the open air.,
The portrait now hangs in the Uniting Church at Burrell Creek, as it has done for fifty-three
years and the goblet is in possession of Ray Martin of Guyra.




The family’s emigration was sponsored by a Mr. Marshall of Sydney, who had a job available
for William on arrival. How long William, Cordelia and children spent in Sydney is not known,
but it could not have been very long before they moved to the Williams River, because their
eight youngest children were all born in that general area, the youngest of them on 24th
December, 1854. Birth certificates indicate that, the births took place at Singleton, Bandon
Grove, Wyleys Flat, Upper Allyn River, Williams River and Clarencetown.

The family home was for a time at Bandon Grove and then at Chichester River. They were at
Chichester River when William gave his consent for their daughter Ann to marry Alfred
Richardson (see page 39). It is not known if William actually owned the land on which he lived
and worked on the Williams River, but in the writing of a Manning pioneer, Peter Anthony
Muscio, the writer recalls working for a William Martin at Bandon Grove, threshing wheat,
chipping tobacco and milking cows. If he did not own the land, perhaps it was a clearing lease
he held, which was a common means of tenure in those days.

On 24th February, 1853, Mary, the eldest daughter, was married to Thomas Avery at
Seaham. The following year Tom and Mary moved north to settle on the Manning, where Tom
established a flour mill. Three years later William and Cordelia and other members of the
family made the move to the Manning. The journey was made by bullock dray. Again we do
not know what prompted the move to the Manning but presumably they were encouraged to do
so by Mary who would certainly have conveyed some good reports of the developing Manning
Valley to them.

They made their home at “Kelvin Grove” and although no trace of the house is now evident,
the exact location is well known, and the property is now owned by Ken Martin, great-
grandson of William and Cordelia. William and Cordelia spent the rest of their lives at “Kelvin
Grove.” William died on 15th November, 1876 and Cordelia on 9th June, 1894. They are
buried in the Uniting Church portion of the Tinonee Cemetery (see photograph).

Children of William and Cordelia. Left to -
right: Samuel, Stephen, Betsy, dJames,
William, Fred, Ann, George and John.




,,,,,,,,

)
iy .
3 ’f Py FAMILY GROUP CHART Compiled by: rocern BRowSE Date: 2803 ID Number:
[+] .
i %‘ Husband: Sarin Wrieta st Wife: ke AN JFranzec]
-9 . - H . .
1S Birth Date: 44 4. /827 PlaCce: 4/ vpussprn SUstec Lndtanp Birth Date: /g4, ¢ . sg<¢ » Place:
fx Baptism Date: Place: Baptism Date: Place:
t O , : : - : X
§ S Marriage Date: 23.¢. s¢s9  Place: feuyn japve s Hann /¢ Marriage Date: Place: -
~< . . . . %
g:n DeathDate: /. 9. r9/2  Place: 44 wogd. forsary Dea'th Date: 23.7. /9., PlaCe frcrvam (o prs
; ) Burial Date: Place: sumle £2 Lo S Burial Date: Place: sy, ppwsz /ovos.
) ) -
L Other partners: wid/div/sep Other partners: wid/div/sep
5 Q . .
e Occupation: Occupation:
§ Father: SHRIv HriesAr? Father:  fzaws~ Tilpwras
% Mother: f'//vgﬁw RDEC A B Mother: 77 . ]
= Other: Other: = /401450'7’/5'£F/n/5' Leovs.
Sex Children When Where Married to When Where When Where
M/F Born Born v Married Married Died Died/Buried
#739333
\M | Lfrternr 6. 12-/85F| ABL it POV Ao THoHs0 532 A 5. 7-{,71/4 V2T
AeT R, IDALE { 4
2 F | Cumar 20.9. 1660 MAne e Rive | CEORGE FRosT 72 Kacrmbeors | g g . /P07 JAmager laa 4 WP e
# g9
3 M | THprras 3.9 . /563 ﬂdur\/lli.iﬂul“ . r? iies |
AHM | LHaessS 2,8 - /168 Lr il i | JAVE ARG~ ES 1895 | farioae "N | 7. & 1942 .
A1%80/
5 FlApROELIA 12.9. 1867 | Aer s onaw WEXRY T+ @Wiin st 1893 WAnssnce o | 29 7. 157 7 utrpas
] e
6 Arv/ 19.7-1969| foar l’/;‘::icac Dinv/Ee CHEYnNET [ r&aS 1265 ”lﬁ;Oﬂéf Asw 3 e
o 138034
7 F| Lz Assr 2585 167/ |oar ,.,,’i‘:,’;ma A AN 1412 ARH110AE N w7
6237 )
8 /7| fraarrr AV 8. 2. 1872 /dnp(w_f’arm ///wm.foé’éfsrowa 1902 |Ken FEan (V6 /6. F 198 spoqreas
a 67
97 | Jowy hurtas 2.9 107 | g owis now | ApEcins  LEnnEce L& /P52 /lopn
. o 70 B #5022
10| £os24 /. 4. 1§70 | Aatr,8 n&afﬂfﬂ osesaw EDIOnND S 1898 /«w’;anw o | S/l Jw.
o7 -
WAl (4. 1575 Maneomes Mo | Towr I a0 1903 Adnipmce. o | 37 752 /4,.,
#27e0 ey . 7968
1221 Cug~ 2¢ 0. 1470 Duerdd e OAY tvres Henase Dod K 1908 |faetr0ace. i o ./957| BvoRana b
2 il 2]
1Bm| Glvees PREDERIECA 29.1. 1562 IKM':';;" E«ﬂw Morgen A w4+ 19! RH10ALE 1YIN 2872 /’;ﬁ V- ¥
Sources
1 BDM Certificate 3 ECR 5 Burial Record 7 Will/Probate 9 Newspaper Notice 11 Shipping Record 13 Family Records 15
P 2 BDM index 4 Parish Register 6 Monumental Ipic’ri‘pqtiaon 8 Obituary 101Gl 12 Census/Musters 14 16
M 17 TRrres AeRES 29.9./569 NArno04 s St A
py s
M /‘ /‘//7401’5 4‘- 2 -/i‘f ,%ﬂ”” A7 70”,‘,}-0” /7/4} G&yfﬂw « So. 6_/9“3- ‘?cd'm
- DAve A~ RP.5°/598 /S0BE 4 Kitesrvero Z1-F 192 e



s+ kA U < i SRR PRy

Chapter 2
WILLIAM MARTIN and , ANN FRAZIER
3.6.1829 — 1.9.1912 m- 23.6.1859 16.4.1841 — 23.9.1914

SECOND GENERATION

Son of William an@ Cordelia Martin.

William Martin was the eldest child of William and Cordelia Martin. He was born in England
in 1829 and came to Australia with his parents on the “Coromandel” in 1838.

William Martin. ' Ann Martin.

On June 23, 1859, William married Ann Frazier, daughter of Thomas Frazier, at “Kelvin
Grove,” Burrell Creek, on the Manning River. They had a large family of sixteen children —
however, two children, Thomas and James died during childhood. William and Ann spent the
first thirteen years of married life in the Manning River and Hastings River districts, where
several of their children were born. In 1872, William and Ann moved to the Armidale district,
and selected a property west of Saumarez Ponds where Ann’s parents, Thomas and Sarah
Frazier, had a property called “Deeping Grove.” William and Ann called their property
“Hillwood” and this property was synonymous with the Martin families for many, many years.

William and Ann spent the rest of their lives at “Hillwood.” William died in 1912 and Ann
died in 1914. They are both buried in the Frazier family cemetery at Saumerez Ponds.
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pages of history

The accompanying photograph of a dapper young
gentleman of obvious means, attired in a single breasted
three piece suit of quality cloth, was a studio portrait
of the Falk Studios, 496 George Street, Sydney (Phone
1141) and was probably taken in the early 1890°s when
the subject was about 25 years of age. '

Born at Glen Innes in 1866, Francis George Martin
was the eldest son of James and Matila (nee
Hetherington), the remainder of the family being Walter
H. born in 1868, Alex Reginald (1870), Arthur Harold
(1872), Mabel Isabella (1875), Sydney Edgar (1877),
Edith Margaret (1880) and Laura M (1879).

Francis Martin joined the staff of the Bank of New
South Wales and was transferred to Port Macquarie in
1889 as an accountant, serving under the manager, Wil-
liam John MacDonnell at premises in Clarence Street
and later at their new building at 35 Horton Street.

As a young and influential man about town, Frank
was involved in almost every organisation which existed
during his time here — Secretary of the Cricket Club,

Lawn Tennis Club, Bicycle Club and the Athletic Club, -

Treasurer of the School of Arts, St Thomas parochial
Council, Volunteer Rifles, President of the Dramatic
Society, auditor of the Agricultural and Horticultural
Association and a member of the Port Macquarie Band,
Masonic Lodge and Independent Order of Good Tem-
plars.

His younger brother, Sydney Edgar, enlisted with
the Ist NSW Mounted Infantry and was a Corporal
during the Boer War of 1899-1902, being invalided
home to Australia on October 8, 1901. Three of his
letters from the front to his brothers were published
by the Port Macquarie News, an extract from one de-
scribing a mounted charge against the Boers: “"We at
length reached the Kopje and got out of rifle fire.
Dismounting, we then commenced the ascent and very
shortly we heard the horrible sounds of explosive bullets
cracking against the rocks behind us.

Allan Cameron from Glen Innes was the first to
fall, being shot through the stomach. Lt Harriott turned
around and gave us the order to take Allan away, when
he fell with a horrible groan, being shot through the
leg with an explosive bullet. The bone was completely
shattered and the Lt. died the same night. Lt Drage
then gave a yell and jumped up into the air, shot through
the brain — he died in a few moments. Then Pte
!Murray of the 2nd Contingent dropped, being shot
through the mouth. We now fixed bayonets and went
for them..””

Frank Martin was promoted manager of the Emmaville
branch of the bank and left Port Macquarie in August
1901, later being transferred to Walgett. In February
1907, he returned to Port Macquarie for a holiday.
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