
FREE CHURCH (\BfeUCHDPE)

1854 Rev. Allan McIntyre was at the Manning River and also 

preached at Alexander Bain’s farm at "Letterewe”

1865 Eev. Allan McIntyre - first communion 

1871 A church was built at "Letterewe”

1 8 7 6  Rev. John Davis was at Bombala

1877 " " to Hastings 5- Macleay Rivers

October 17,1877 to Hastings Charge)

1909 Rev I.L.Graham was the first students to go to 

Scotland from the Hastings - also Rev Campbell 

Robinson (Manning River)

(See the hisotircal booklet prepared for 1979»)

Rev. Campbell Andrews was converted by Rev M.C.Ramsay 

at 7/auchops.

1930« The text: Matthew 3-17. ’’This is my Beloved Son

C am pbell r e t t i r n e d  from  S c o t la n d  (many y e a r s  o f  s tu r 'y )

1941 .....

1946 O rd a in e d  as;.a M is s io n a ry  to  S o u th  A f r i c a  

S tu d e n ts  t o g e th e r  ; J o e  Harman, D udley  T r o t t e r ,  C am pbell A. 

I n  e a r ly  d ay s  ro d e  on h o rse b a c k  o r h o rse d raw n  v e h ic l e s  i n  

a l l  w e a th e r s .  C am pbell was m a r r ie d  a t "  L i l y  b ank11 ( h i s  

p a r e n t s  home a t  ’Yauehope) by R ev . J .H arm an  (DATE?}S'

E ld e r s  w ere : D uncan and "Sandy" B a in  and L auch C am pbell

Families attending church included: Bain, Graham, Campbell, 

Steel, McKay, Trotter Bosanquet etc. (see history book)

1947: Communion at Wauchope - Rev. Alvin McIntosh (preacher) 

"never seen so many people concerned said Rev Harman - 

Two sisters of Campbell Andrews were saved and 1 8  new member 

at that time.

"Thank God and Take Courage” - Psalm 115, v.8.

in Whom I am well pleased.”

Jock Graham, H.D.AHdrews, Jim Bain and Warwick 

of Comboyne.
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T H E  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  O F  

J* C E A S T E R N  A U S T R A L I A

T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A D D R E S S  w a s  g i v e n  b y  i K g ^ g s i o n  C l e r k ,  M r .  J . E . H u c k e t t  a t  a  

l u n c h e o n  f o l l o w i n g  a  s p e c i a l  C e n t e n a r y  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  D a v i s  M e m o r i a l  C h u r c h  o n  S a t .  

1 9 t h .  N o v .  1 9 7 7 .

I f  w e  a r e  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  f u l l y  w h a t  w e  o w e  t o  t h e  F r e e  C h u r c h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  

o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  o f  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a n d  m o r e  a g o ,  w e  w i l l  n e e d  to r e c a l l  t h e  u n s e t t l e d  

s t a t e  o f  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m  i n  N  .S.W. a t  t h a t  t i m e .

T h e  D i s r u p t i o n  i n  S c o t l a n d  1 8 4 3  w a s  s t i l l  q u i t e  r e c e n t .  T h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  o n  

O c t .  1 0 t h .  1 8 4 6 ,  R e v .  W i l l i a m  M c I n t y r e ,  R e v .  J o h n  T a i t ,  R e v .  C o l i n  S t e w a r t  a n d  M r .  

S a m u e l  M a r t i n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  P r e s b y t e r i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e i r  p u r i t y ,  c o n s t i t u ­

t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a  C o u r t  o f  C h r i s t ' s  C h u r c h ,  a n d  a d o p t e d  t h e  t i t l e ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n  

C h u r c h  o f  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  T h e  a m a z i n g  g r o w t h  a n d  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h i s  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r s  ( 2 0  y e a r s )  c a n  b e  s t u d i e d  i n  R e v .  J . C .  R o b i n s o n ' s  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

F r e e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  o f  A u s t r a l i a .

A l s o ,  t h e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  c r i s i s  w h i c h  a r o s e  i n  1 8 6 4  - 5, w h e n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  S y n o d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  u n i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h e s ,  a n d  l e f t  s a d l y  d e p ­

l e t e d  r a n k s  t o  c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  a n d  w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  o f  E a s t e r n  

A u s t r a l i a .

I t  i s  a g a i n s t  s u c h  a  b a c k g r o u n d  t h a t  w e  m u s t  j u d g e  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  P r e s b y ­

t e r i a n s  o f  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  o f  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  w e  s h o u l d  b e  t h a n k f u l  t o  G o d  

t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  so m a n y  w i t h  d i s c e r n m e n t ,  f a i t h  a n d  l o y a l t y  t o  S c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  

t o  c a s t  i n  t h e i r  l o t  w i t h  t h e  S y n o d  o f  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .

T h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t s  w e r e  e n o r m o u s .  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  o f  

e v e r y  k i n d  w e r e  p o o r .  T h e y  h a d  n o  p l a c e s  o f  w o r s h i p  a n d  n o  r e g u l a r  m i n i s t e r i a l  s u p p l y .  

T h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  e a s y  w a y  o u t  b y  u n i t i n g  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  b o d i e s ,  b u t  t h i s  

w o u l d  h a v e  m e a n t  f o r s a k i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  t h e y  w o r e  n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  u p .

A  g r e a t  d e b t  i s  o w e d  t o  t h e  R e v .  A l l a n  M c I n t y r e .  R e v .  P e t e r  M c P h e r s o n  h a s  

l e f t  i t  o n  r e c o r d ,  t h a t  w h i l e  o n  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  H a s t i n g s  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  h e  w a s  t o l d  t h a t ,  

h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  l a b o u r s  o f  R e v .  A l l a n  M c I n t y r e ,  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  H a s t i n g s  

d i s t r i c t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  l o s t  t o  P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m .  H e  t o o k  u p  h i s  m i n i s t r y  o n  t h e  

M a n n i n g  o n  D e c .  1 8 t h . , 1 8 5 4 ,  b u t  w a s  n o t  i n d u c t e d  t o  t h e  c h a r g e  u n t i l  J a n .  7 t h .  1 8 5 8 .

H e  m a d e  p e r i o d i c  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  H a s t i n g s ,  a n d  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  M r .  A l e x a n d e r  B a i n ' s  

b a m  a t  L e t t e r e w e .  S e r v i c e s  w e r e  i n  G a e l i c  a n d  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  s e r ­

v i c e  c o m m e n c e d  at 1 0 - 0 0 a m ,  i t  w a s  u s u a l l y  n e a r  s u n d o w n  w h e n  p r o c e e d i n g s  e n d e d  f o r  t h e  

d a y .

T h o u g h  rec o r d s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  a r e  s c a n t y ,  i t  i s  k n o w n  t h a t  R e v .  A l l a n  

M c I n t y r e  h e l d  a  c o m m u n i o n  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  H a s t i n g s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 6 5 .  T h e  f i r s t  F r e e  

C h u r c h  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  b u i l t  o n  t h e  H a s t i n g s ,  w a s  at L e t t e r e w e ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o p e n i n g  

t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n  J u l y  1 6 t h .  1 8 7 1  w i t h  R e v .  W . S .  D o n a l d  p r e s i d i n g ,  o f  C l a r e n c e t o w n .

M r .  H u g h  L i v i n g s t o n e  s u p p l i e d  f o r  a  t i m e  a n d  m u s t  h a v e  t r a v e l l e d  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  

f o r  h e  w a s  t h e  a g e n t  f o r  " T h e  W i t n e s s " , ( a  w e e k l y  p a p e r  e d i t e d  b y  R e v .  G e o r g e  S u t h e r ­

l a n d  o f  S y d n e y )  o n  t h e  H a s t i n g s ,  W i l s o n ,  M a c l e a y ,  N a m b u c c a  a n d  B e l l i n g e r  R i v e r s .  M r .  

L i v i n g s t o n e  w a s  o r d a i n e d  b y  t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  o f  S y d n e y  o n  N o v .  3 rd. 1 8 7 5 ,  a n d  w e n t  t o  

l a b o u r  a t  P a r k e s  i n  W e s t e r n  N . S . W .

O t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  k n o w n  t o  h a v e  v i s i t e d  t h e  H a s t i n g s  a n d  M a c l e a y  i n  t h o s e  

e a r l y  y e a r s  w e r e  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  R e v .  W . S . D o n a l d  w h o  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 7 6 ,  p r e a c h e d  at 

L e t t e r e w e ,  H u n t i n g d o n  a n d  C a t h a r b u c .  C a t h a r b u c  o n  t h e  U p p e r  H a s t i n g s  w a s  t h e n  o w n e d  

b y  M r .  A n g u s  K e n n e d y  w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  a n d  

w a s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  v e n u e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  F r e e  C h u r c h  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  u p p e r  r i v e r .  

T h e r e  w e r e  3 0  p r e s e n t  at t h e  s e r v i c e .  T h e  s c h o o l  a t  H u n t i n g d o n  w a s  c r o w d e d  f o r  t h e  

s e r v i c e  t h e r e .

R e v .  P e t e r  M c P h e r s o n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  h e  h a d  c o n d u c t e d  s e r v i c e s  a t  

C a t h a r b u c ,  H u n t i n g d o n  a n d  L e t t e r e w e  o n  t h e  H a s t i n g s ;  at W a l l a b y  H i l l  a n d  R o l l a n d s  

P l a i n s  o n  t h e  W i l s o n ,  a n d  A u s t r a l e d e n  o n  t h e  M a c l e a y ,  T h e  r o u n d  t r i p  o f  o v e r  5 0 0  

m i l e s  w a s  m a d e  o n  h o r s e b a c k .  T h e  f  ~  r y e s  o f  b o t h  t h e s e  m i n i s t e r s  w o u l d  m a k e  a  s t o r y  

i n  i t s e l f ,  t o u c h i n g  o n  s u c h  i n c i d e n t s  a s  r i d i n g  t h r o u g h  a  t h u n d e r s t o r m  o n  t h e  r a n g e s  

c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  B a r r i n g t o n ,  a n d  t h e  a r d u o u s  j o u r n e y  f r o m  t h e  u p p e r  H a s t i n g s  t o  t h e  

M a n n i n g .
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I n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h e  s a m e  year*, t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  h a d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  M r .  D u n c a n  B a i n  o f  t h e  

H a s t i n g s ,  r e f e r r i n g  to a  m e m o r i a l  f r o m  t h e  F r e e  C h u r c h  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  H a s t i n g s ,  W i l s o n  

a n d  M a c l e a y  R i v e r s .  T h i s  c o n t a i n e d  9 9  s i g n a t u r e s  o f  a d u l t s  w h o  e x p r e s s e d  a g r e e m e n t  

w i t h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  o f  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a ,  a n d  

a l s o  a  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  a n  o r d a i n e d  m i s s i o n a r y  m i g h t  b e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  a r e a .

M R .  J O H N  D A V I S  h a d  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  t o  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  o n  M a r c h  6 t h . l 8 7 6 ,  a n d  

w a s  s e n t  t o  s u p p l y  at B o m b a l a  o n  t h e  S o u t h  C o a s t .  B u t  o n  t h e  6 t h . J u n e  1 8 7 7 ,  h e  w a s  

o r d a i n e d  t o  l a b o u r  a s  a  m i s s i o n a r y  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  H a s t i n g s  a n d  M a c l e a y  d i s t r i c t s .

T h e  w o r k  p r o s p e r e d  so w e l l  a n d  s h o w e d  s u c h  p r o m i s e ,  t h a t  t h e  H a s t i n g s  a n d  M a c l e a y  w a s

s a n c t i o n e d  a s  a  r e g u l a r  c h a r g e  o n  N o v .17 t h . 1 8 7 7 .

T h i s  i s  t h e  m i l e s t o n e  t h a t  w e  c o m m e m o r a t e  t o d a y ,  a n d  a s  w e  s u r v e y  t h e  p a s t  

h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o r  m o r e ,  w e  m i g h t  w e l l  s a y , " W h a t  h a t h  G o d  w r o u g h t ! "  ( N u m b e r s  2 3 s 23)

W h e n  M r .  D a v i s  w a s  s e n t  t o  B o m b a l a ,  t h e  U n i o n  P a r t y  l o c k e d  t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h  a g a i n s t  h i m  f o r c i n g  h i m  t o  h o l d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  C o u r t  H o u s e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  

c h u r c h  s t i l l  h e l d  i t s  l e g a l  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S y n o d  o f  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a .  T h e  m i s s ­

i o n  t o  B o m b a l a  w a s  a  f a i l u r e .  M r .  D a v i s  w a s  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  H a s t i n g s - M a c l e a y , 

a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  l o c k e d  d o o r s ,  t h e  p e o p l e  c a l l e d  h i m  t o  b e  t h e i r  m i n i s t e r .  A n d  w e  s h o u l d  

b e  p r o f o u n d l y  t h a n k f u l  t o  G o d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s u c h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n  w i t h  a  l o v e  of, a n d  a  

l o y a l t y  t o ,  s c r i p t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  T h e  f r u i t s  o f  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  w i t n e s s  a r e  s t i l l  w i t h

u s  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r .  . . . .  .,
W e  a r e  n o w  t w o  d a y s  i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  a n d  oui*s i s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  s o l e m n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  so l i v e  a n d  w o r k ,  t h a t  i n  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  

t i m e ,  t h o s e  w h o  c o m p r i s e  t h e  c h u r c h  h e r e ,  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  n o t e  w i t h  t h a n k s g i v i n g ,  o u r  

f a i t h f u l n e s s  a n d  l o y a l t y ,  j u s t  a s  w e  t o d a y  r e m e m b e r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  p a s t .

A s  w e  g l a n c e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t h e r e  i s  so m u c h  t o  i n s t r u c t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  u s .  W e  

m i g h t  t h i n k  o f  t h e  f a i t h  o f  t h o s e  f a m i l i e s  o n  t h e  l o w e r  r i v e r  a n d  a d j a c e n t  a r e a s ,  w h o  

i n  1 8 7 1 ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  e v e r  h a d  a  s e t t l e d  m i n i s t e r ,  b u i l t  a  p l a c e  o f  w o r s h i p  at L e t t e r e w e  

A n d  a g a i n  w h e n  i t  b e c a m e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  r e m o v e  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  t o w n  o f  W a u c h o p e ,  t h e y  

b u i l t  t h e  D a v i s  M e m o r i a l  C h u r c h ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  w i t h o u t  a  s e t t l e d  m i n i s t e r  f o r  

2 0  y e a r s ,  a n d  h a d  n o  i m m e d i a t e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  g e t t i n g  o n e .

T h e n  w e  s e e  h o w  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  e x t e n d e d .  T h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  M r .  A n g u s  

K e n n e d y ,  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  e x t e n d e d  u p  t h e  r i v e r  t o  C a t h a b u c  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  o n  t o  t h e  

F o r b e s  R i v e r  w h e r e  w e  s t i l l  h a v e  a  p r e a c h i n g  c e n t r e .  A b o u t  7 0  y e a r s  ago, M r .  N e i l  M e  

K i n n o n  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  a n d  g r o w i n g  f a m i l y  s e t t l e d  a t  K i n d e e ,  t h e  f i r s t  F r e e  C h u r c h  f a m i l y  

t o  d o  so. T h i s  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g  u p  o f  a  p r e a c h i n g  c e n t r e  w i t h  i t s  o w n
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t o  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e s  t h e r e .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  r e f e r r e d  to o n  t h e  H a s t i n g s  h a d  t o  

jg ( \ l o n g  p e r i o d s  i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  y e a r s  w i t h o u t  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e s  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  c h u r c h .

R e v .  J o h n  S i n c l a i r  o f  G e e l o n g ,  w h o  v i s i t e d  t h e  M a c l e a y  i n  1 9 0 8  t e l l s  o f  a  

g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  b l e s s i n g  a t t e n d s  f a i t h f u l  h o m e  t r a i n i n g ,  e v e n  w h e n  c u t  o f f  f r o m  

t h e  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c h u r c h .  H e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  M r .  J o h n  R a m s a y  

o f  t h e  M a c l e a y  w h i c h  h a d  o n l y  o n e  d a y ' s  m i n i s t r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  c h u r c h  i n  1 5  y e a r s .  

T h i s  f a m i l y  c i r c l e  o f  1 0  a d u l t s  a n d  s o m e  c h i l d r e n ,  m a i n t a i n e d  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  f o r  

t h e i r  o w n  e d i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t  w a s  t h a t  t h i s  f a m i l y  g a v e  t h r e e  s o n s  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  

o f  o u r  c h u r c h .  1 I n  l a t e r  y e a r s  R e v .  M . C .  R a m s a y  s p o k e  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  g o o d  l i t e r ­

a t u r e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  o n  t h e  M a c l e a y .  T h i s  h a p p y  r e s u l t  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  o t h e r s ,  e s p e c ­

i a l l y  t h o s e  c u t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  t h e i r  c h u r c h ,  n o t  t o  n e g l e c t  t h e  c h u r c h  t h a t  

i s  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e ,  a n d  t o  s e e  t h a t  g o o d  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h a t  a l l  a r e  e n ­

c o u r a g e d  to u s e  i t  w e l l .

T h e  h a p p y  s t o r y  r e l a t e d  b y  S i n c l a i r  d o e s  n o t  e n d  t h e r e .  N o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e

t h r e e  R a m s y  s o n s  s e r v e  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  b u t  t w o  g r a n d s o n s  a r e  n o w  m i n i s t e r s  o f  o u r  

c h u r c h ,  a n d  a  g r a n d  d a u g h t e r  i s  a  m e d i c a l  m i s s i o n a r y  i n  I n d i a .

W h i l e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h e  n u m b e r  

g i v e n  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  b y  t h e  H a s t i n g s - M a d  e a y  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  I n  t h e  o r d e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  

w e r e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e y  w e r e  R e v s .  J . D  . R a m s a y  a b o u t  1 9 0 5 ,  H . W . R a m s a y  1 9 0 9 ,  I . L . G r a h a m  1 9 0 9 ,  

M . C . R a m s a y  1 9 1 2 ,  J . A . H a r m a n  1 9 2 1 ,  J . C . A n d r e w s  a n d  D . G . C . T r o t t e r  1 9 3 0 ,  a n d  A . M . H a r m a n  

i n  1 9 5 3 .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  5 m e n  o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  

l o n g  v a c a n c y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M r .  D a v i s .

L o o k i n g  b a c k ,  w e  m a y  feel s o m e  r e b u k e  a s  w e  c o m p a r e  o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  a  
h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o .  S o m e  t o d a y ,  c o m p l a i n  i f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  s e e m  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r  t h a n  u s u a l .  

B u t  s o m e  c o m m u n i o n  s e r v i c e s  o f  a  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  a g o  la.sted f o u r  h o u r s .  A n d  p e o p l e  t r a ­

v e l e d  o n  h o r s e b a c k  a n d  i n  h o r s e - d r a w n  v e h i c l e s  f r o m  t h e  u p p e r  r i v e r  a n d  R o l l a n d s  P l a i n s .  

O n e  m o t h e r  c a r r i e d  h e r  3 m o n t h s  o l d  b a b y  2 4  m i l e s  o n  h o r s e b a c k  t o  b e  p r e s e n t .  W e  c a n  

r e a d i l y  s e e  t o d a y  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d  t a k e n  a  c e n t u r y  a g o  w a s  f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d ,

e d .
r i s t  i n  t h o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  -------- —  _ „r . _ ,
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  w h i l e  e v e r  a  c h u r c h  r e m a i n s  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  B i b l e  a s  t h e  W o r d  o f  G o d ,  
t h a t  c h u r c h  w i l l  n e v e r  d i e .  T h e  S y n o d  o f  E a s t e r n  A u s t r a l i a  h a s  g r e a t l y  e x p a n d e d  i n  
t h e  p a s t  2 5  y e a r s .  I n  1 9 5 3 ,  a  U n i o n  w a s  e f f e c t e d  w i t h  l i k e - m i n d e d  b r e t h r e n  m  V i c t o r i a ,  

a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  e x t e n d e d  i n t e r - s t a t e  t o  T a s m a n i a  a n d  Q u e e n s l a n d .  W e  n o w  h a v e  a  m i n ­
i s t e r  a t  A r m i d a l e ,  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  m i n i s t e r  o n  t h e  T a b l e l a n d s  s i n c e  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  

U n i o n  o f  1 8 6 5 .  L i k e  t h e  A p o s t l e  P a u l ,  w e  s h o u l d  t h a n k  G o d  a n d  t a k e  c o i n a g e .  M a n y  
d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  f a m i l i e s  a r e  i n  o u r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  t o d a y ,  a n d  t w o  t h i r d s  ox 

o u r  p r e s e n t  o f f i c e - b e a r e r s  a r e  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h o s e  e a r l y  F r e e  C h u r c h  p i o n e e r s .
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VISIT OF MISSIONARIES FROM BORNEO

Visiting the parish of Upper Hastings next week­
end, will be two teachers from Borneo. They are Mr. 
and Mrs. Jim Power and are stationed at the St. Pat­
rick’s School, Tawau, on the east coast of British 
North Borneo. Both have been engaged in teaching 
at this Anglican Mission for several years and are at
present on furlough.
Their visit to Wauchope 

commences a fortnight’s 
deputation tour of the 
southern part of the Dio­
cese. Mr. Power will speak 
at the Eucharist and at Ev­
ensong on Sunday and both 
will be present at the Youth 
Tea which commences at 
5-30 pm.

COMMISSIONING OF 
CHURCH OFFICERS

The commissioning of the 
Churchwardens of the par­
ish and the members of the 
Parochial Council, elected 
and appointed at the recent­
ly held annual meeting of 
the parish, will be held on 
Tuesday night next, com­
mencing at 7.30 pm. This 
service will precede the 
first monthly meeting of 
the new Parochial Council.

EDUCATION SUNDAY

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TEACHERS’ 

CONFERENCE
The quarterly conference | 

of Sunday School teachers! 
from the parishes of Upper I 
Hastings, Kendall and Port; 
Macquarie was held at 
Wauchope on Saturday last 
with an attendance of 32. j 
The subject for the confer- j 
ence was "Evangelism in 
the Sunday School" and 
was introduced by Mr. Dick 
Kemebone of Port Mac­
quarie. The opportunity of 
fellowship was again poss­
ible by the provision of the 
eevning meal by the mem­
bers of the St. Matthew’s 
Women’s Guild.

ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS
Matthew’s Festival: To mark the Patronal 

f ® i Vw 0fJ h<!,pariSh Church of S t Matthew, the Rev 
w ,H- Svans’ formerly rector in 1925-27, cele­

brated Holy Communion yesterday, S t  Matthew’s Day
Next Sunday which will 

be observed as Thanksgiv­
ing Sunday the preacher at

F r o m :

The Hashnqs
ShiVe
G a z e t i e

9 3  / 0 3 / ) % q

Evensong will be the Very 
Reverend A. E. Warr, Dean 
of Grafton and formerly 
rector of this parish in 
1934-38. It was during the 
Dean’s incumbency that the 
present Rectory was built.

Commissioning of Mis­
sionaries : The Lord Bishop 
of Gratfon during Synod 
Evensong last week in the 
Cathedral Church commis- 
sioned six to serve in the 
Mission field. Each of 
these offered as members 
of this Diocese and will 
serve either in the north of 
Australia or in New Glin- 
ea. Two others were not 
able to be present as one, 
Lyle Williams from the 
Eureka-Clunes parish is al­
ready at the Mitchell Riv­
er Mission, having been 
commissioned for the task 
some weeks ago. The oth­
er Miss Joscelyn Thomas, 
a teacher, is undergoing a 
course of study at Deacon- J 
ess House, Sydney.

Those who were commiss­
ioned were Mr. and Mrs 
Frank Diacon of this par­
ish and formerly of Ellen- 
borough where Mr. Diacon 
was the teacher. They will 
go to Agenehambo, in New 
Guinea to serve at the Mar­
tyrs’ School

The Reverend Tom Law­
rence formerly rector of 
Dunoon and one time assis­
tant-curate at Port Mac­
quarie is to serve at the 
Edward River Mission in 
North Queensland.

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Fitz­
gerald go to the Mitchell 
River Mission in North 
Queensland, and were form­
erly at Kookaburra Flat in 
the Bellbrook parish where 
Mr. Fitzgerald was the 
teacher.

Education Sunday was 
marked in the parish j 
Church of St. Matthew last 
Sunday when special inten­
tion for the work of ed­
ucation and for the schools 
of the parish was made at 
the Eucharist.

At Evensong the Rector 
speaking on the subject of 
education called upon the 
congregation to realise that 
education which was the 
process of “bringing up” a 
child began at the font 
when parents and Godpar­
ents undertook to teach, to 
set an example of Christian 
living and which would 
lead to the child taking his 
place in the community as 
a good citizen.

Speaking on the sixth 
verse of the 22nd chapter 
of the Book of Proverbs, 
“train up a child in the way 
he should go; and when he 
is old he will not depart 
from it.” The Rector point­
ed out that the dictionary 
definition of “to train” was 
“to bring to a desired state 
or standard by instruction 
and practise.” Thus the 
“four R’s” were necessary, 
religion being the fourth 
“R”. All education, he said, 
had its ultimate aim in ser­
vice to God and the comm­
unity.

Miss Margaret Yalden a 
teacher from the South 
Grafton parish will serve 
in New Guinea.

The Home Secretary of 
the Australian Board of 
Missions, the Reverend Ban 
It Chui, was the preacher 
at Evensong.
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ls r InM ^ Parish Church of 
q,,n¥ atthew. as well as the 
Sunday services, there will

E

Willmott made the presen-

p . ' ; s ar c „ bues  °f the

*» | S X S  & £
f f i & S  a.™”8»

I *77— y if
I win give a series 0f "~4~T may be heard“ ’Also thrmmh 

Parish8F<?inr>hthe °?eme “The nh? National Radio Stations 
nightha f  w f n st’ and each , ®twork/  news of the Dio
* 5 4  unS?nr g ,?3;th!E .oS,to lbr0McM «™> «toe
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re°n% W| a estabbshed Child I  \ % f
S  be S f  ai ter school *  ->/win De held on T u esd a y  '

■ “ ««tarnished Child-

I p m 6 h^dConaTuesdIys°at

m £
^Kinner was given after 
Evensong last Sunday w h e i

Church Hnuering in the ^nurcn Hall a small m f t
was made to them as agfo
ke£ ° f  appreciation.

*S&.
tion on behalf of the P a r

behind ̂ he00’1 f0r the quiet
S w a n f c ™ 5 work M r s. i>wan had done, and fo r the
contribution made by Dr

Council 38 3 mem ber of the 
®°th responded and ex-

rnsture marfeciatLon a t the ,estu re  made when Mrs.

ANGLICAN CHURCH NEWS
KennJtb John Clemlnt^ o lifw slt  ¡a t ««v«n,nd
Hastings on Sunday next W  Tak P f lsh of Upper 
the Sacrament of Confirmation* Jui&, to admlnlster 
he held in the parish Ch^ch of ’SP'*06 wil1
mencmg at 7.30 p.m. Fri»win£ Stt  Matthew com- 
will be the opportunity ¡n th £.. the_ servlce there 
cup of tea, <jf w™comi’.J  fml J ih,urch HaI1 over a 
parish and in sharing n feUowihmP t Sga^  tG the 
are invited to share in supper* Wp together- All
This will give all, partic-r 

ularly the newly confirmed, 
the opportunity of speaking I 
™th the Bishop, fo? when 
a Bishop visits a parish, it 
is to the whole parish that 
ht ^though he may
be limited to visiting one 
section only of it. 6 The 

«  the Chief Shep­
herd of souls within the 
uiocese, comes to his people 
within the parish on such 
Visits as for confirmation.

the next quarterly con-: 
ference of the Hastings- 
Mannmg^ Sunday School 
hMi,Ĉ rs Conference will 
be held at St. Matthew's on 
Saturday week 6th August 
when the subject “Evangel­
ism he -th<;JSunday School"
n /c lb thu charee of Mr.Bick Kernebone of Port 
Macquarie parish.

Matthew’s Women’s
the vicn111 again entertain the visitors as well as teach­
ers of our local Sunday
Md°the t0 ?fterno°n tea and the evening meal.

A^nalican 
1 R e u i s

BISHOP CONFIRMS IN PARISH CHURCH

ish Church"m snta M^mte,y ^ al1 sixtT year« «¡M par-

ir n m m v s M
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In his address to the can­
didates and with special 
word to the parents and 
Godparents, His Lordship 
touched on the problems of 
community life and the 
constant need for individur' 
discipline in the setting c 
an example of Christia 
living to young people.

He called on the adults 
to set a standard of living 
that was Christ-like, fo r he 
said, “young people are in­
fluenced by us older folk 
more than you may realise 
for good or for evil.” He 
quoted on old Spanish 
proverb “a pound of parent 
is worth a ton of priest" 
when speaking of the in­
fluence of home life for 
good in the training and 
influencing of the young.

At the welcome to the 
? ‘f,h°P.dur|ng supper in the 
hall after the Service, the 
Rector drew the attention 
of all to the now very ur-
Phnty?leed the new parish 
Church being erected as 
f°°n f s  possible. He said 
that there were over 400 
Anglican families in the 
town itself while the pres 
ent building accomodated 
normally 95 persons. Extra 
seating for the Service had 
permitted the “squeezing
Matth* ld°’ but tbe new St. Matthew s would seat 320 
persons.

In his reply the Bishop 
congratulated the parish on 
the achievements during 
the Rector’s ministry. He 
said “you are now sending 
out - your own people as 
Missionaries and the parish 
has come alive. I hope It 
will be this Vpar that +V,«

rnenced to provide a beauti- Taylor and Betty Flnr 
Church ” m°re ade<5uate Y°Ung- 

Those who received the 1 ®DUCATIO]V SUNTM 
Laying on of Hands in Con- ! To mark the comma 
■formation were: William ment of Education w  
Thomas Boland, Barry ^ cial reference whT 
Clark, Adrian Kenneth *?ade to the Week dn 
Coombes, Brian Lex fnnm £be Holy Cotnmi,,,;„„
S f i a i i a s ?  i i -  £& & & & &bes,
Ian buck, ^

atw f er sosnegwill he ServrHunt' John Paine, ^ V cahtlon Week Se? 
¡Alfred George Hoods, D a n - c ; be .supplementary 
|iel Junior White, Beveriev the SerV]ce to observe , 
Rnyie Bol£nd’ Margaret Fay jf^P°rtant function a 

! Boyle, Alma Joan Clark bcan chiMren are asked

, B  T‘B  Da&‘* a  “ f
!Margkr4 UGMblllbeiv alfr it  ̂ CoSmunicai

Fhmt B ^ a  Alice h1?- HoIy Conunun'Hunt, Alice Fay Lyon Jan r ce- 
nette Mumford, S^anne 
Maree Olney, j 0y p aine
Susan T.rtnio« r > ; I
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Hews
The close of the sol­

emn Season of Holy 
W eek, and the opening of 
the Easter Festival, will 
be observed in St. Mat­
thews, Wauchope, with 
services as follow s :
Tonight at 8 p.m., being 

Maundy Thursday, the occa­
sion in which Christians re­
call the Institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, the betrayal 
and arrest of Jesus, a Ser­
vice of Devotions will be 
held during which a study 
will be made of chapter 15 
of the first epistle to the 
Corinthians : this is a study 
of the doctrine o f the R es­
urrection.

Good Friday, the m ost 
solem n day in the Christian 
calendar, will begin with a 
service at 9 a.m. during 
which the Litany w ill be 
said and a devotional study 
made of "the Seven Words 
from the Cross.” These are 
the utterances of the Sav­
iour during the six hours 
of His agony and crucifix­
ion.

In the afternoon, com­
m encing at 1.30 o’clock, the

children’s service will be 
held during which film 
strips of our Lord’s Passion  
will be screened. At 7.30 
p.m. the final act of the day 
will be a Service of Devo­
tions with film strips of our 
Lord’s Passion and Cruci­
fixion.

Easter Even (Saturday) 
the first Easter Evensong  
will be said at 7.30 p.m. and 
preparation made for the 
Holy Eucharist of Easter 
Day.

The great Festival of E as­
ter will be observed with  
services of Holy Commun­
ion at 6.30 a.m. and 8 a.m., 
a children’s  service (Sun­
day School) at 9.30 a.m. and 
at 7.30 p.m. Festal Even­
song.

Last Sunday the m onthly 
Youth Tea was held at 
which M r/ Vic H iggins 
screened m any beautiful 
coloured slides of many 
places of interest, espec­
ially of the w estern areas 
of the State. These views 
were much appreciated by 
the youth who saw  them.

Arrival in tim e for the 
Parish N ight were the blaz­
ers of the members of the 
Young Anglicans, maroon 
in colour with the Y.A.F. 
badge pocket. They are 
smart in appearance and 
when worn in fu ll uniform  
with grey trousers or skirts, 
w hite shirts or blouses, 
maroon tie and grey beret 
for girls, present an attract­
ive turnout of our YA 
members.

'(■RAFT' 
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Welcome to Rev. W. Thomson...

Induction Service at Wauchope 
Methodist Church

Thomson was inducted to the Port Macquarie Circuit 
in succession to Rev. E. Bate. Rev. George White'

° f the D istrict- conduct«! the 
Kem psey)SS St<id by BeV' Lester Jam es (assistant at

Mrs. H. E. Dean, of 
Townsville (sister of Miss 
C. Secombe, of Johnstone 
Street, W auchope), presided 
at the organ, and hearty  
singing was a feature of the 
service.

The address and charge 
to the incom ing Minister, 
given by the Rev. White, 
was m ost im pressive and 
enjoyed by all.

At the close of the ser­
vice in the Church, the 
large congregation moved 
to the school hall for the of­
ficial welcom e and social 
fellowship, w ith the usual 
cup of tea.

Mr. Ivan Meldrum, Sen­
ior Lay Officer of the Cir­
cuit, occupied the chair and 
kept things m oving in his 
usual capable and breezv 
manner.

After extending a w el­
come to the guests, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomson and family, 
visiting ministers, other 

I representatives, and all 
friends, the Chairman call­
ed on Miss Ann Paul w ho  
rendered a brace of solos 
to a very appreciative aud­
ience, Mrs. Murray being son 
the accompanist.

Rev. George W hite open­
ed the welcom e to the 
guests in very happy strain, 
followed by the Mayor of 
Lprt Macquarie. Messrs. E.
M. Trotter, K. D. Searl, H. 
Thompson, Wilbur Trotter 
C. B. Tompkins, Rev. J. A.’ 
Harman * (Free Presbyter- 
ian), Lt. Stewart (Salva­
tion Arm y), Rev. J. j .  Good­
man (C. of E.), Rev. S. F. 
Eldred (Presbyterian), Rev.

Tompkins, Rev. Thomas, 
Rev. James, Mr. Nunn (of 
the Baptist Fellowship), 
Mrs. Geof Smith and Miss 
Bessie Nicholls.

Rev. Thomson thanked 
one and all for the warm  
and kindly welcome, and 
trusted that the sam e happy 
feeling would continue dur­
ing their stay here. Rev. 
Thomson said the welcom e 
was a heart-warming exper­
ience, coming from such a 
large gathering, and espec­
ially from the Ministers of 
sister churches.

What talents m inisters 
had should be available to 
the church, bearing in mind 
the charge delivered by the 
Chairman. Rev. White, in 
the church.

The new ly inducted Min­
ister said his concern would 
be for the people within  
and without the church.

Thanks to all associated 
with the arrangements, for 
floral decorations, and to 
Miss Ann Paul and Mrs. 
Murray, concluded a m ost 
uplifting a n d  enjoyable 
evening, the Benediction be­
ing offered by Rev. Thom-
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Visiting- Preacher at St. M atthew’s : At both ser- 

y‘ce.s, ln DSt- M atthew’s next Sunday, the preacher will 
be the _ Rev. J. R. Roper, organising secretary in 
Queensland for the Church Missionary Society Or­
dained by the late Archbishop Mowll, Mr. Roper for 

now has been engaged in special work in 
Queensland on behalf of the C.M.S., which is a Mis- 
sionary Society w ithin the Church of England and 
which operates in Africa, India, Borneo, Pakistan 
Malaya and North Australia. ’

Ellenborough Farewell to 
Diacon Fam ily : During the 
service at St. Cuthbert’s 
last Sunday, the congrega­
tion bade farewell and the 
Rector blessed Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Diacon, who, with 
their two daughters Mar­
garet and Penny, left on 
Monday night for Sydney 
in preparation for their de­
parture to the Mission field.

Mr. Diacon had been the 
school teacher at Ellenbor­
ough for the past two years 
and in August next will be 
posted to a Mission station  
as a teacher.

| Mrs. Diacon will share 
with her husband in his 
work, and both will under­
take the required prepar­
atory course in tropical hy­
giene, dialectics, methods 
of approach to teaching 
natives and other aspects of 
teaching the Faith in the 
Mission field.

VA Resum e Tonight: The
St. Matthew’s YA Branch 
will m eet tonight, resuming 
after the end of year break. 
Three JA’s will shortly be 
received into the YA’s, hav­
ing reached the age of 15 
years. They are Ellen Den- 
mng, Lyn W illmott and 
Pam Olney.

Rev. Warren A rk ell: The
news that the Rev. Warren 
Arkell, assistant priest at 
Port Macquarie; has ac­
cepted the parish of Aber­
deen in the Diocese of N ew ­
castle, will bring expres­
sions of congratulations 
and good w ishes to him and 
his wife. His concluding 
service at Port Macquarie 
will be Evensong on the 
14th February, after which 
a farewell will be tendered 
him.
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Opening oi Davis Memorial 
y0y»vv ' ^ 2  Church.

Thursday, 20th August, was n meittorablc 
day for the Freo Free by terian Cuwxrh 
people of the Hastings district, being the 
day on which their now ohuroh at Wauc* 
hope (a brick building of pleasing appear­
ance and capable of seating comfortably 
about lot) persons) was opened. Since the 
death of the Rev. .John Davis, in whose 
saintly memory the church was named, 
these people have been without a pastor. 
Their light, though turned down, had never 
been extinguished, but had been kept burn­
ing by the periodical visits of the Kcv. $. 
P. Stewart, of Tinonce, whose self-sacri- 
lieing services had been greatly appreciated 
and borne much fruit, and whose eloquent 
addresses had always drawn large congre­
gations. For some considerable time 
services had l>ecn held in the Methodist 
Church, and whilst appreciating the 
Christian courte.* ’̂ of their Methodist 
brethren, the Free Church people felt they 
would like to have a church of their own. 
When at a congregational meeting held in 
March, 191b, the Rev. I. L. Graham 
suggested that an elici t should be made to 
bund a church in Wuuchope, £425 was 
subscribed in the room, and iron? that time 
on subscriptions came in freely, with the 
result that this church was opened free ot 
debt, and with u credit balunee.

There was a large representative gather­
ing present, the chair being occupied by 
the Interim Moderator, Rev. J$. F. Stew­
art, and on the platform were the Revs. ! 
1. L. Graham (of Hamilton, Victoria), i 
G. K. Morris, J. Davies, and A. E. Fut- \  

land, also representing Eiders from the J 
Clarence and Manning. Among the j 
visitors was Mrs. Davis, widow ot the lute I 
Rev. John Davis, and Mr. Cameron, from | 
the Richmond. The Maclouy, Manning, j 
and RoliundK Plain* were also represented. 
The meeting opened with devotional exer­
cises, after which an apology was read from 
the Kev. H. F. Lomus (U lunch of England), 
Port Macquarie, and congratulatory 
messages imm the Kev. John Sinclair, ot 
Geelong, Moderator of the Free Presby­
terian Church Assembly : Rev. Herbert 
Kumsay, Grafton ; the congregation o! 
Hamilton, Victoria ; Kev. I. AUJLcan and 
tlie congregation at Maclean, the latter 
Accompanied by a donation ot £3 o .

Mr. btewurt, alter a few well-chosen 
words, in which he referred to the princi­
ples lor which the chinch stood, and then 
system ot church government, which lie 
relieved to be tounded on New and Old 
Testament models, declared the Davis 
Memorial Church opened for publio wor­
ship, alter which ho referred most teelingly 
.o tne life and work of the lute Kev. John 
Davis.

Mr. A. B. Campbell, Secretary of the 
building Committee, then read his report, 
iliowmg the steps that had been taken to 
Accomplish the happy event they were that 
lay celebrating.

Mr. D. Graham, who has acted as treas- 
.lrcr since the removal of his son Ewan to 
tYcmpsey, gave in his report. 'This showed 
hat tlie Cnurch was not only ireo from 
iebt, but that there was a credit balance 
it that time of £7 14s Hd. During the 
.‘omniunion season this favourable balance 
a j a r  augmented by contributions other than 
.he collections to the extent ot X o 6  17h 3d, 
.bus making a total credit of £'(53 2a.

1 lie Kev. 1. L. Graham, addressing the 
gathering, said he would have been pleased 

o  attend tins opening under any circum- 
itanees, but was doubly pleased bcoause 
.lie church was opened lice Iruin debt, anil 
jecause it wus associated with the name ot 
.he late Rev. J. Davis, who by his life and ! 
work had done so much lor the Free I 
Jliurch cause m the district.

the pv-Mpie on having «t ‘ j» ; m j  uu.d Inane 
of then* own, and wished for Gods blessing 
on the congregation who worshipped there.

'1 he Kcv. J . Davies (Presbyterian Minis­
ter, Port Macquarie), said that he had not 
expected to speak, but hud conn* expecting 
to heur a sermon from the Kev. K. p. 
Stewart. After congratulating the congre­
gation upon opening their church free of 
debt, he reminded them that after all it 
was only a means to an end, viz., to build 
men up in Christian character and virtue, 
in which work they would have his *yin- 
patliy and co-operation.

The Rev. A. E. Rutland (Methodist j said 
it gave him pleasure to add the congratula­
tions of himself ami the Method's»* of the 
district. The Free Prosbj’tenunK had been 
very welcome to the use of the Methodist 
Church, still he could understand them 
wishing for one of their own. Experience 
taught that the best way to break down 
denominational distinctions w,i.-» by as­
sociation with each other. They learned 
to magnify The things that agree, and 
minimise things that disagreed.

Mr. MucLaohlnu, senior vi.-iting Elder 
from Maclean, was the next speaker. die 
said they had a church but no settled 1 

minister; and related what their church 
had done under similar circumstances, 
advising thorn to keep together and hold as 
many meetings as possible until they got a 
minister.

Mr. J. Robinson, an Elder from the Man­
ning River, congratulated the congrega­
tion on opening the church tree of debt. 
He had been present at the meeting in 
March when the building was first spoken 
of, and was much impressed with the 
enthusiasm with which that meeting was 
carried out; and hud looked forward with 
pleasure to this opening ceremony, and 
prayed for God's blessing on the work in 
this di6triot.

Mr." Ross, from the Clarence River, said 
he was very pleased to l>o with the Hus­
tings people on that day, anti cmgrat ulated 
them on their zeal. They hHd done some­
thing that was of gn at assistance to the 
Church at large, and gave encouragement- 
to many. God had blessed them in making 
it possible for ' them to build this church, 
and he prayed that His blessing might still 
be with them.

Mr. Andcr.-on. a not her Clan sp.e River 
Elder, said the iniluciicc of a good man was 
invaluable, and he thought the fa'*» that 
this church mid people were Ihero to-dav 
was largely due to the work drme there hy 
the lato Rev. J. Davis, whom to know «».- . 
to love.

Mr. Cameron, Irom tin* Richmond River, j 
who had come 21 "> miles to lie pn sent. said 
they were spoken of by sunn* as living old- j 
fashioned, but be didn’t <• *iî i<D r it old ’ 
fubhioned to stand by their Church prinei- | 
pies. He hoped that souls might be born . 
within that church*. j

Mr. Duncan Bain then mo,*d a compiv- j 
hensive vote of thunks to all who had I 
collected and assisted t<> build the church, 
to Mr. A. W. !<. Mackuy (builder), and j 
also for the gift ot the pulpit, ;<• Up. 
Ministers and Elders who had travelled so i 
far to assist them, and to I lie tidies tV 
providing the church furnishings. |

The meeting then «iosed with prayer, 
after which tho visiting Ministers were ! 
entertained at dinner in the home »J Mr. 
J. Graham, and the Elders by Mr. A. 
Bain.

Services have •••»¡dinned in the
church during tin* wt k .  and on ih- Sab­
bath morning a most impn .«stive service was 
hold, at which the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was dispensed. The Baptismal ■ 
Sacrament was administered .it tne evening ' 
service, and the church was overcrowded j 
on both occasions.

Tho Free Church pi.-pie were looking fur- j 
ward to the time when they would have a j 
settled minister, and regular services. '!

from ; Port M a c q u a r i e  N e w s
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Some recollections of Rev S. Ramsay 6- 8 May 2002

On Monday 6th May Mr Ramsay joined the car journey from Wauchope to Maclean in New 
S o u ^ w l s  i n ^ e r i o  attend the annual PCEA Synod. He traveled in the company of Doughs 
and lan Hamilton also on their way to attend that meeting. On the journey to Machsan he ta

X e l h S ^
l ie 'w L ° n o n te d  o?M r Ramsay's sudden illness until Wednesday morning the 8* May. At the 
breakfast table he indicated his illness the previous night and agreed that he w°uld need to vis, 
doctor He was taken to the Maclean Hospital where his condition rapidly deteriorated.

. to the assembled Synod that morning to be told o f his imminent passing. Synod 
Immediately^austfd Us f e e d i n g s  and w l  led in prayer- it was a time o f great emotion ,n the

T th e  following days o f Synod there were a number of conversations relating to our departed

w C - e  thanks to God for the great strength and faculties he retained until Ins ^omrs “  earth 
and for the love he held for his Saviour and Church. H.s example will be loved and
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THE JUBILEE OF THE WAUCHOPE DAVIS MEMORIAL CHURCff^X X  . C*4I&

Compiled by Edward Huckett w s j

1918 - 1968

Thursday March 1917 is an historic date in the life of the Free Church in Wauchope. On 
that day it was decided that a church would be built in the developing town of Wauchope 
The wooden church and Manse at Letterewe had fallen into disrepair following the death of 
Rev. John Davis in November 1897

At the annual synod of the Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia held in 1906 it was pointed 
out that Mr Duncan Bain had expressed his willingness to take the land, church and Manse at 
Letterewe at valuation. Synod agreed to accept Mr Bain’s generous offer, and the Clerk was 
instructed to convey to him the thanks of the Synod. It is worthy of record that Mr Bain also 
donated land to the other Protestant denominations for places of worship in Wauchope

Following the death of Rev John Davis, the charge remained vacant for 24 years and relied 
largely on quarterly visits by the Interim Moderator Rev S. P Stewart to give supply. Therefore it 
was with much enthusiasm that the loyal Free Church gathered on that day, the first of March 
1917 in the Temperance Hall under the chairmanship of Rev. S.P._Stewart to give 
consideration to the building of a church in Wauchope

For much of this information we are indebted to the late Rev I.L. Graham who was present at the 
meeting as well as the opening, and wrote an account of both, for publication in The Australian 
Free Presbyterian” Mr Graham wrote “After devotional exercises the Moderator explained the 
object of the meeting and called for definite proposals. On the motion of Messrs Duncan Bain 
and Robert Mackay elders, it was unanimously decided to erect a church in Wauchope

All the gentleman present spoke in favour of the proposal, A very pleasing feature of the 
meeting was the interest of the young men, most of whom have just begun to form homes of their 
own, stand up and, one after the other and declare ,that, in their opinion a Free Church should be 
built in Wauchope. They concluded little speeches by saying “And I will do all that I can” and 
when the opportunity was given a little later, for making contributions, the young men 
implemented their promises - they did what they could,

The zeal for building the House of God was not, however confined to the young. The more aged 
were also anxious that something should be built in Wauchope The zeal for building the House of 
the Lord was not however, confined to the young. The more aged wee also anxious that 
something should be done One of these remarked that it would be a source of very great 
satisfaction to him to see a Free Church in Wauchope ere he should go the way of all the earth, 
which he felt could not now be long, and when the lists were opened his name was down for £50. 
Three others the fathers of large and much respected families in the district also gave £50 each. 
From another, a donation of £25 and from two young men, a donation of £25 there was a 
donation of £30 to be paid in yearly instalments of £10 another of £20 and eleven others 
amounting in all to over £100. Thus a total sum of £425 was promised in the room.
None of the people are wealthy and the fact that this large amount was raised in the meeting 
could go to show how devoted the Hastings people are to the Free Church cause. Surely here is a
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field rich with promise, if only the church can step in and work it with energy and with labourers 
whose motto is;” First the Kingdom”

It is the desire of the congregation if possible to erect a good substantial building of brick so that 
it may have a place of worship for many years to come.

Following upon the decision to build a church, it was agreed, again unanimously to request the 
Synod of Eastern Australia to appoint Mr. J. C. Robinson, who was completing ^ s tu d ie s  in 
Edinburgh to the Hastings for a period of three months on his return to Australia. The building 
was completed the following year, and the opening ceremony took the form of a public meetmg 
which began at 11 O’clock on Thursday forenoon August 29 1918.

The Interim Moderator. Rev. S.P. Stewart occupied the chair. On the platform with Mm were the 
local clergymen, Mr Morris. Church of England, Mr Davies, Presbyterian, Mr Putland, Methodist 
and Mr rh-aham who came all the way from Hamilton in Victoria to be present.

In the very large audience which quite filled the church, were Messrs McLauchlan, Andeym and 
Rose, three Elders from MacLean, Mr John Robinson, and elder from the Manning and the father 

T r  Rnhinson. Mrs Davis and Miss Linda Davis widow and daughter of the late Revs. John 
Davis from Sydney. Mrs McLennan of Upper Hastings whose husband by generous 
contributions was largely instrumental in starting the Students Fund m connection with the synod 

of Eastern Australia,

After devotional exercises the moderator referred to the happy occasion which had brought them 
together. The new church in which they met had been built in connection with the ree 
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia. That was a denomination which stood for Purity of 
Worship and Doctrine. A scriptural form of Church Government and above all, for the verba 
and plenary inspiration of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. The Free Presbyterian 
Church stood for conservative Presbyterianism, and he was convmced that as a denomination, 
they had all that was good and grand in Presbyterianism at their back. He hoped that from within 
these walls, these truths would be clearly enunciated and earnestly contended for, and that the 
new church might be the spiritual birthplace of many souls, with these remarks, he had great 
pleasure in declaring the Davis Memorial church Open as a place of public worship.

Mr Duncan Graham Treasurer gave the financial statement. This conveyed the gratifying 
information, that, without going beyond the bounds of the congregation except in one or two 
cases, the church was that day being opened free of debt and with a cTedrt balmce of £7/14/9- 
total cost of the building was £740/11/414 This includes the sum of £33/7/0 A donated by the 
ladies and expended on the furnishings, other than the seats and pulpit, the last of these being 
donated by the ^ n tr ^ to r. Mr A.W.S. Mackay when the Treasurer, had given his report, 
the 100th psalm was heartily sung by the congregation.

Messages of congratulations were received from the Rev. J. Sinclair, Geelong, the Moderator of 
the Free Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia, from the Hamilton congregation, Victoria,

from Rev. H. W. Ramsay of Grafton. . .
Also from the Rev. T. MacLean and the congregation of Maclean. The message from Maclean 

was accompanied by a cheque for £35 towards the building fund. This along with the other 
contributions received during the Communion season, not counting the collections which 
amounted to £22/3/0 swelled the Treasurer’s credit balance to £63/2/0 Rev. S. P. Stewart 
conveyed the congratulations of his own congregation.
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Visiting and local clergymen then addressed the meeting, all, expressing their pleasure that the 
Free Church people now had a spiritual home of their own. The visiting elders also briefly 
addressed the meeting. Mr Duncan Bain, an Elder, moved a comprehensive vote of thanks to all 
who had assisted in any way. But especially mentioning the name of the contractor, Mr A.W. JL 
McKav This was seconded by Mr R. McKay, the other Elder o f the congregation. A special 
vote of thanks was given to the Methodists for the use of their building while the congregation 
had none of its own. The meeting then closed with the singing of Psalm 133 and the benedictioa

Communion Season

The services in connection with the Communion season began on Thursday evening and again 
the building was filled. Other services were on Friday afternoon, Saturday, two on Sabbath and 
the Thanksgiving service on Monday All were well attended but Sabbath was the great day. 
Both morning and evening the church was overcrowded, and in the evening, a few were able to 
gain admission. Rev. S. P Stewart preached the action sermon from the text “Is Christ divided?’

1 Cor.1-13

From the Session records we have a fist of those who sat at the Lord’s Table where the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper was administered for the first time in the new building; they are as follows; - 
Mrs Campbell senior, Mr Duncan Graham, Mr and Mrs W, Campbell, with Mr Robert McKay 
and Mr Duncan Bain, Elders. Visitors at the Table were Messrs D. McLachlan, J. Ross, A. 
Anderson, Cameron and Parsons. Also Mrs Ainsworth, Mrs A. McKay, Mr and Mrs Robinson, 
Mr A. McLennan, Mrs Davis and Mrs McLennan.

There were five new communicants and at the close of the evening service four young men of the 
congregation had the sacrament of Baptism administered to their children, and thus, both 
sacraments were celebrated within the new church on that first Communion Sabbath.

Although the congregation now had their own building, they were to remain without a settled 
minister for a further three years. Rev. J.C. Robinson supplied for some months during the 
following year. At the Annual Congregational Meeting held on January 6 1920, the following 
items of interest were reported; - The work for the year 1920 showed that a regular weekly Prayer 
Meeting had been started in Wauchope and an undenominational one at Beechwood. About a 
dozen young men engaged in public prayer. Three Sabbath Schools had been started, a 
congregational one in Wauchope and an undenominational one at Upper Rolland’s Plains and 
Kindee Regular weekly visitations to Wauchope and Beechwood Public Schools brought 
systematic religious instruction to about 160 children. A Ladies Missionary Association and 
prayer meeting was formed at which prayer was offered, the work of missions studied and sewing 
done for those in need.

Services were held at Comboyne, Bulli, and Llanthony, Kendall, Herons Creek, Kempsey, and 
Kindee. Eleven new communicants were added to the roll of members for the year.
In 1920, the Session was strengthened by the ordination of Messrs Ale_xander Bain Junior and
Mr John Graham Junior.

Eleven new communicants had been added to the roll of members for the year and in 1920 the 
Session was strengthened by the ordination of Messrs Alexander Bain Junior and John Graham 

Junior.
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Rpv t T. Graham Convenor of Church Extension committee, made a strong plea on behalf of the 
vacant Hastings charge, at the General Assembly held on February 17 1921. Mr Graham claimed 
a special interest in the Hastings and commented on how the congregation had held together in 
spite of a vacancy of more than 20 years. They had built a church costing over £700 and were 
prepared; it seemed, to build a Manse if a settlement could be obtained. Already they had over 
£500 in hand for that purpose, the congregation also had a session consisting of four elders, one 
of whom was always present at the Assembly.

Quite a number of young families were connected with the congregation, several of which were 
noted for regularity in family worship conducted by the young man at their head. One young 
man, almost single- handed earned on two Sabbath schools in a needy part of the district. 
Through the week he met with one or two other young men in a private residence for Bible study 
and prayer. This young man referred to by Mr Graham was Mr J. A. Harman of Long Flat and 
the Sabbath schools were at Ellenborough and Kindee At the same General Assembly Mr J A 
Harman applied to be, and was, received as a student for the Ministry. Thus, in the same year as 
the Rpy M T Ramsay was inducted into the charge of the Hastings, the man who was to 
eventually succeed him was beginning his studies for the Ministry. Another point of interest 
concerning Mr Ramsay and Mr Harman was that both had expressed a desire to serve overseas; 
Mr Ramsay to engage in evangelistic In neither case did the church see its way clear to accede 
to their wishes.

Rev. M.C.Ramsay was ordained and inducted into the charge of the Hastings on September 8 
1921. The Manse was completed the following year. In 1923, Mr John Graham began the 
Psalmody class which was to have such beneficial effects on the congregational singing at 
Wauchope.

Time does not permit a detailed account of the ministry of the men who were settled on the 
Hastings, sufficient to say that Mr Ramsay laboured for over 16 years with characteristic 
diligence until he accepted a call to the Manning where he was inducted on June 2 1937. A 
Deacon’s Court was formed in 1935 with the ordination of nine men, and about this time, steps 
were taken to erect a church at Kindee, but for various reasons, this building was not officially 
opened until June 23 1939. In recognition of his place in initiating this project, Mr Ramsay was 
invited back to preach at the official opening

After a short vacancy of only a few months, Rev. J.A. Harman was inducted to the charge on 
February 8 1938 His ministry included the difficult years of World War 11, and ended when ill 
health forced his retirement on May 3 1967, after serving the congregation for a period of 29 
years. It was during his ministry that the Hastings Fellowship was formed, with branches at 
Huntingdon, Wauchope and Kindee during the year 1939. It was largely due to his initiative that 
the Alexander Bain Memorial Hall was built and opened in May 1955.

Some nine months after Mr Harman’s retirement the Hastings charge was once again filled when 
Rev. A. L Tripovitch was ordained and inducted as colleague and successor to Mr Harman on 
February 23 1968

Among those who have been associated with the Davis Memorial Church the following have 
served in either the ministry or the mission field, Messrs J.C. Andrews and D.G. Trotter began 
their training for the ministry in the 1930’s. The former served 17 years as a medical missionary 
in South Africa and is at MacLean until he resigned. Dr Helen Ramsay is at present serving as a
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medical missionary in India and Mr Hugh Vames is working with the mission in Peru, while Rev. 
A.M. Harman is now Professor of Old Testament at the Free Church College Edinburgh

Time and space does not permit any record here of those who have rendered devoted service as 
Elders, Deacons, Sabbath School teachers and of others who have helped in establishing the 
Kingdom of God within the Church.

Looking back over the 50 years, we may surely say with the Psalmist

“THE LORD OF US HATH MINDFUL BEEN 
AND HE WILL BLESS US STILL (pS. 115-12
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THE CHURCH HISTORY OF THE HASTINGS RIVER DISTRICT 
CHURCH HISTORY IN THE HASTINGS

Only brief mention is made of the churches in volume 1 issued in f
The early settlers in the region brought with them deep rooted religious backgrounds-and- 
a great debt is owed to them for establishing churches as soon as possible. In the early 
days travel by horse or walking was necessary, as there were few roads and few bridges 
across the rivers. Fairly large distances separated worship centres.

PRESBYTERIAN
The earliest Presbyterian ministry on the Hastings was that of William Purves (1811- 
1870) of the Church of Scotland. On January 28 1841, a meeting was held in Port 
Macquarie for the purpose to provide a place of worship and a manse for him Those 
present included William McKenzie of Wilson River, Captain R. A.Wauch of Wauchope 
House King's Creek, Alexander Thomson, Peter Sime, J.RMiddleton of Rolland's Plains, 
Donald McPhee, Dr McIntyre, Robert Ackroyd, Dr Fattorini, John Dillon, Daniel 
Mclnnes, Maxwell Thomson and Mr Irving. The buildings were completed in February 
1843 on a site bounded by William, Murray and Munster Streets in Port Macquarie.

1. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EASTERN AUSTRALIA (Free Presbyterian)
The work of the PCEA on the Hastings arose in the early 1850's. Alexander Bain 

(1810-1892) and his family moved to the Hastings in 1852. He and a friend Donald 
Cameron purchased 'Crosslands’ estate of about 1960 acres and divided it. Alexander 
Bain took the flats, which were covered with bush, and bordered onto the river. The main 
property of Alexander’s, which included part of the later town of Wauchope, was called 
'Letterewe'.

When Alexander Bain arrived on the Hastings there were only a few other white 
families. He maintained family worship in his home and open air services were under the 
giant fig tree from about 1862. Services were also held in Alexander Bain's new bam. The 
Lindsay family came in 1860 and purchased the 'Huntingdon' estate of 1552 acres. A third 
prominent family arrived in 1963. This was the Andrews family from Northern Ireland. 
There were three sons: Joseph (purchased Wauchope House), Isaac (settled on 
'Coleraine'), and Samuel (settled on 'Lilybank').

The first Presbyterian building on the Hastings (excluding Port Macquarie) was 
the PCEA building erected at 'Letterewe' in 1871. It was opened on July 16 1871, and a 
manse was built in 1879. A photograph of the manse and church exists which was taken 
in 1885. Rev John Davis (1854-1897) had been inducted as the first minister on February 
3 1879 and was accidentally killed at the rear of the manse by a falling tree branch on 
November 25 1897 at age 43.

Alexander Bain exchanged the land at 'Letterewe' for 3 acres in the growing town 
of Wauchope and there the 'Davis Memorial Church' was erected and opened on August 
29 1918, in Campbell Street. All (except the Presbyterian) protestant churches in 
Wauchope received their land as gifts from the Bain family. Rev Malcolm C Ramsay 
(1890-1973) was inducted as the second minister in the new church on September 8 1921, 
which ended a long vacancy. A new manse was constructed beside the new church in 
1922. Joseph Andrews gave the original land for the Presbyterian Church opposite the 
post office.

A preaching centre was early established at Kindee, in the home of Henry 
Huckett, and 2.5 years after the opening of the Kindee Bridge a church was opened at 
Kindee on June 23 1939.
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The Wauchope church, hall and manse taken after 1955 [in the 1970’s].

THE CHURCH HISTORY OF THE HASTINGS RIVER DISTRICT

The 'Letterewe' manse and church (behind to right) taken in 1885.
From L to R: Mrs. Allen (Bob’s mother), Mrs. Davis nursing Bill (?), Catherine & Linda 
on steps, Rev. John Davis in buggy, Duncan Bain standing near buggy.

t*__ 'y -C  r

HASTINGS UBRARh 
WAUCHOPE BRANCH



THE CHURCH HISTORY OF THE HASTINGS RIVER DISTRICT
Rev Joseph A Harman (1899-1976), a resident of the district, became the third 

minister inducted on February 10 1938. A hall was erected at the rear of the Wauchope 
church in 1955, and a Youth Centre hall was built at Port Macquarie in 1963 (Table 
Street) which is used for services.

Rev Alan L Tripovich became the fourth minister inducted on 23 February 1968. 
The history is well documented in the centenary booklet issued in 1979, together with 
extensive articles and photographs held by the Wauchope District Historical Society. The 
church inside Timbertown was the previous Huntingdon Free Church.

List of Elders: Alexander Bain (1869-1892), David Lindsay (1879-1885), Angus 
Kennedy (1880-1906), Duncan Bain (1880-1925), Robert Mackay (1909-1929), 
Alexander Bain (1920-1931), John [Jock] Graham (1920-1937), Lachlan Campbell 
(1922-1943), John Warwick (1928-1949), Harold D Andrews (1931-1975), D L McLeod 
(1936-1983), A M McKinnon (1937-1964), D S Harman (1937-1977), J E Huckett (1944- 
1987), W J McKinnon (1950-1958), Grant Harman (1956-1970), G W Lindsay (1960- 
1969), James Bain (1960-1973), A L Bosanquet (1974-1984), Paul Bearup (1977-1980), 
David Caughey (1989-1988), Stewart N Ramsay (1989- ), James E Bain (1993- ), 
Douglas Hamilton (1993- ), Maxwell D Hutchins (1993-).

The Wauchope church taken about 1921 and before the manse was built.
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CHURCH HISTORY IN THE HASTINGS
Only brief mention is made of the churches in volume 1 issued in 2000.
The early settlers in the region brought with them deep rooted religious backgrounds and 
a great debt is owed to them for establishing churches as soon as possible. In the early 
days travel by horse or walking was necessary, as there were few roads and few bridges 
across the rivers. Fairly large distances separated worship centres.
A. PRESBYTERIAN
The earliest Presbyterian ministry on the Hastings was that of William Purves (1811- 
1870) of the Church of Scotland. On January 28 1841, a meeting was held in Port 
Macquarie for the purpose to provide a place of worship and a manse for him. Those 
present included William McKenzie of Wilson River, Captain R.A.Wauch of Wauchope 
House King's Creek, Alexander Thomson, Peter Sime, J.R.Middleton of Rolland's Plains, 
Donald McPhee, Dr McIntyre, Robert Ackroyd, Dr Fattorini, John Dillon, Daniel 
Mclnnes, Maxwell Thomson and Mr Irving. The buildings were completed in February 
1843 on a site bounded by William, Murray and Munster Streets in Port Macquarie.
1. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EASTERN AUSTRALIA (Free Presbyterian)

The work of the PCEA on the Hastings arose in the early 1850's. Alexander Bain 
(1810-1892) and his family moved to the Hastings in 1852. He and a friend Donald 
Cameron purchased 'Crosslands' estate of about 1960 acres and divided it. Alexander 
Bain took the flats, which were covered with bush, and bordered onto the river. The main 
property of Alexander’s, which included part of the later town of Wauchope, was called 
'Letterewe'.

When Alexander Bain arrived on the Hastings there were only a few other white 
families. He maintained family worship in his home and open air services were under the 
giant fig tree from about 1862. Services were also held in Alexander Bain's new bam. The 
Lindsay family came in 1860 and purchased the 'Huntingdon' estate of 1552 acres. A third 
prominent family arrived in 1963. This was the Andrews family from Northern Ireland. 
There were three sons: Joseph (purchased Wauchope House), Isaac (settled on 
'Coleraine'), and Samuel (settled on 'Lilybank').

The first Presbyterian building on the Hastings (excluding Port Macquarie) was 
the PCEA building erected at 'Letterewe' in 1871. It was opened on July 16 1871, and a 
manse was built in 1879. A photograph of the manse and church exists which was taken 
in 1885. Rev John Davis (1854-1897) had been inducted as the first minister on February 
3 1879 and was accidentally killed at the rear of the manse by a falling tree branch on 
November 25 1897 at age 43.

Alexander Bain exchanged the land at 'Letterewe' for 3 acres in the growing town 
of Wauchope and there the 'Davis Memorial Church' was erected and opened on August 
29 1918, in Campbell Street. All (except the Presbyterian) protestant churches in 
Wauchope received their land as gifts from the Bain family. Rev Malcolm C Ramsay 
(1890-1973) was inducted as the second minister in the new church on September 8 1921, 
which ended a long vacancy. A new manse was constructed beside the new church in 
1922. Joseph Andrews gave the original land for the Presbyterian Church opposite the 
post office.

A preaching centre was early established at Kindee, in the home of Henry 
Huckett, and 2.5 years after the opening of the Kindee Bridge a church was opened at 
Kindee on June 23 1939.

Rev Joseph A Harman (1899-1976), a resident of the district, became the third 
minister inducted on February 10 1938. A hall was erected at the rear of the Wauchope 
church in 1955, and a Youth Centre hall was built at Port Macquarie in 1963 (Table 
Street) which is used for services.

Rev Alan L Tripovich became the fourth minister inducted on 23 February 1968. 
The history is well documented in the centenary booklet issued in 1979, together with 
extensive articles and photographs held by the Wauchope District Historical Society. The 
church inside Timbertown was the previous Huntingdon Free Church.
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CHURCH HISTORY IN THE HASTINGS
Only brief mention is made of the churches in volume 1 issued in 2000.
The early settlers in the region brought with them deep rooted religious backgrounds and 
a great debt is owed to them for establishing churches as soon as possible. In the early 
days travel by horse or walking was necessary, as there were few roads and few bridges 
across the rivers. Fairly large distances separated worship centres.
A. PRESBYTERIAN
The earliest Presbyterian ministry on the Hastings was that of William Purves (1811- 
1870) of the Church of Scotland. On January 28 1841, a meeting was held in Port 
Macquarie for the purpose to provide a place of worship and a manse for him. Those 
present included William McKenzie of Wilson River, Captain R.A.Wauch of Wauchope 
House King's Creek, Alexander Thomson, Peter Sime, J.R.Middleton of RoHand's Plains, 
Donald McPhee, Dr McIntyre, Robert Ackroyd, Dr Fattorini, John Dillon, Daniel 
Mclnnes, Maxwell Thomson and Mr Irving. The buildings were completed in February 
1843 on a site bounded by William, Murray and Munster Streets in Port Macquarie.
1. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EASTERN AUSTRALIA (Free Presbyterian)

The work of the PCEA on the Hastings arose in the early 1850's. Alexander Bain 
(1810-1892) and his family moved to the Hastings in 1852. He and a friend Donald 
Cameron purchased 'Crosslands' estate of about 1960 acres and divided it. Alexander 
Bain took the flats, which were covered with bush, and bordered onto the river. The main 
property of Alexander’s, which included part of the later town of Wauchope, was called 
'Letterewe'.

When Alexander Bain arrived on the Hastings there were only a few other white 
families. He maintained family worship in his home and open air services were under the 
giant fig tree from about 1862. Services were also held in Alexander Bain's new bam. The 
Lindsay family came in 1860 and purchased the 'Huntingdon' estate of 1552 acres. A third 
prominent family arrived in 1963. This was the Andrews family from Northern Ireland. 
There were three sons: Joseph (purchased Wauchope House), Isaac (settled on 
'Coleraine'), and Samuel (settled on 'Lilybank').

The first Presbyterian building on the Hastings (excluding Port Macquarie) was 
the PCEA building erected at 'Letterewe' in 1871. It was opened on July 16 1871, and a 
manse was built in 1879. A photograph of the manse and church exists which was taken 
in 1885. Rev John Davis (1854-1897) had been inducted as the first minister on February 
3 1879 and was accidentally kil led at the rear of the manse by a falling tree branch on 
November 25 1897 at age 43.

Alexander Bain exchanged the land at 'Letterewe' for 3 acres in the growing town 
of Wauchope and there the 'Davis Memorial Church' was erected and opened on August 
29 1918, in Campbell Street. All (except the Presbyterian) protestant churches in 
Wauchope received their land as gifts from the Bain family. Rev Malcolm C Ramsay 
(1890-1973) was inducted as the second minister in the new church on September 8 1921, 
which ended a long vacancy. A new manse was constructed beside the new church in 
1922. Joseph Andrews gave the original land for the Presbyterian Church opposite the 
post office.

A preaching centre was early established at Kindee, in the home of Henry 
Huckett, and 2.5 years after the opening of the Kindee Bridge a church was opened at 
Kindee on June 23 1939.

Rev Joseph A Harman (1899-1976), a resident of the district, became the third 
minister inducted on February 10 1938. A hall was erected at the rear of the Wauchope 
church in 1955, and a Youth Centre hall was built at Port Macquarie in 1963 (Table 
Street) which is used for services.

Rev Alan L Tripovich became the fourth minister inducted on 23 February 1968. 
The history is well documented in the centenary booklet issued in 1979, together with 
extensive articles and photographs held by the Wauchope District Historical Society. The 
church inside Timbertown was the previous Huntingdon Free Church.
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Presbyterian Free Church.

Congregation Meeting 1st Feb 1922 .

At 11 a.m. on Thursday last the minister (Rev. M. C. Ramsay, MA) presided over a 
well-attended meeting of the congregation in the local Free Presbyterian Church.
During the course of his remarks, the Rev. gentleman pointed out that 30 
Sunday-school scholars were enrolled; at present there were a superintendent and two 
teachers, but during the current year a new teacher will be added. In the district he 
had done a fair amount of visiting, and at times of sickness and bereavement he had 
made calls of sympathy to several families, irrespective of whatever religion they 
belonged to. He thanked the members of the congregation for their many acts of 
kindness, expressions of encouragement, and earnest prayers. He also appreciated the 
efforts of the elders in having the church services carried on during his recent absence 
from the charge. If they put their trust in God, the Rev. speaker had no fear as to the 
future welfare of the church.

Rev. I. L. Graham also briefly addressed the meeting.

W elcome:
In welcoming Mrs. Ramsay to Wauchope, on behalf of the congregation. Mr. Jock 
Graham said he trusted that that lady would find Wauchope congenial to her in every 
way, and that her future would be as happy as she expected in the bonnie hills of 
Scotland, from whence she had come. He then presented Mrs. Ramsay with a lovely 
silver teapot, suitably inscribed.

Rev. Ramsay, on behalf of his wife, thanked the congregation for the gift and also the 
kindly expressions that accompanied it. He could assure them the present would 
always be treasured by both of them. Prior to starting on his ministerial career, the 
Rev. speaker said that he never expected to make a start in this part of the globe, but 
in some foreign land, but wherever he went his "intended partner in life" was willing to 
share his lot.

Presentation of Prizes:
Prizes were presented to the Sunday-school scholars as follows:
Jack and Stewart Kennedy, Alex and Lennie Steel, Isabel and Phyllis Bain, Belle and 
Grace Sharkey, Anabel Ringland, Mercy and Mervyn Bennett, Allan Kennedy, Arthur 
Lawson, Duncan and Neil Bain, Trevelyn Bennett, Hazel, Bessie, Duncan, Allister and 
Eric Bain, Colin Kennedy, Kathleen, Marjorie and Jean Sharkey, Tom and Joyce 
Bennett, Olive Bain, Ruby Steel, Freida Workman, Ian Bain, Arthur Cameron, Florence, 
Dudley and Hilton Trotter, Annie, Jack, Anabel and Alex Campbell, Campbell, Leenie 
and Jenny Andrews, Rae and Colin Graham, Allan, Marjorie, Boyne, Jessie, Linda and 
Phyllis Lindsay, James, Dulcie, George, Ethel and Belle Campbell, Chrissie and Duncan 
Steel.

riving- ,
A basket picnic was then held in the paddock adjoining the church grounds, and after 
full justice had been paid the tempting and tasty edibles, the remaining hours were 
spent in a series of outdoor games, in which the children took a prominent part as only 
juveniles know how.
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Islamic leader 
in Wauchope

PROMINENT Islamic 
leader Keysar Trad will be 
in the Hastings on Friday 
at the invitation of the Wau­
chope Uniting Church.

Mr Trad, wliu helped 
Aujtiulia?s Mufti negotiate 
the release of Australian 
hostage Douglas Wood in 
Iraq earlier this year, is fre­
quently quoted in the 
national media and is 
regarded as a spokesman 
for mainstream Islamic 
thought in Australia.

A spokesman for the 
Wauchope Uniting Church, 
the Reverend John 
Queripel, said Mr Trad was 
invited to speak because of 
the “urgent need to build 
bridges” between the 
Islamic community and 
other communities in 
Australia.

Paraphrasing US civil 
rights leader Dr Martin 
Luther King, Mr Queripel 
said “we learn to live togeth­
er or we do not live at all”.

“Community harmony is 
essential and to best arrive 
at that we need to deepen 
our understandings and get 
rid of some unfortunate pre­
conceptions,” Mr Queripel 
said.

“This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for people to do 
just that.”

Mr Trad has worked tire­
lessly to promote a better 
understanding of the faith 
he holds.

He will speak in the 
Wauchope Uniting Church 
in Hastings St, Wauchope, 
from 7pm on Friday.

There will be no cost and 
tea and coffee will follow the 
talk.

□  Activist: KeysarTrad will be in 
Wauchope on Friday.

About KeysarTrad
KeysarTrad was born in 1963 in Tripoli, 

Lebanon. His education was in Arabic and 
French. He migrated to Australia in 1976 
where he finished high school. Following this 
he completed tertiary studies in Australia 
and overseas before working in the 
Australian public service for 14 years. Mr 
Trad has translated several books on Islam 
and attended many Islamic courses and lec­
tures. As a writer he has translated many 
articles for Islamic newspapers and maga­
zines as well as writing a number of his own 
articles. He joined the Leqanese Muslims 
Association in 1999 as a volunteer and left 
the association in May 2005.

He then took on the task of assisting the 
Mufti of Australia, the chief religious authori­
ty and spiritual leader for Australian 
Muslims.

For about six years he translated and 
delivered in English the weekly service at 
Australia's largest mosque.

He has also carried out representation 
work on behalf of refugees and also has 
been a strong peace advocate.

Since May 1996 Mr Trad is the volunteer 
chaplain with the Department of Defence 
giving briefings to Australian troops before 
they are deployed overseas.
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ANGLICAN PARISH NIGHT
Enthusiastic Audience Fills Community Hall

An even? which will rem ain as a  pleasant and enjoyable 
ocpenence ior the 400 Anglicans gathered at the Community 
Hall, W auchope, last Thursday night, was the Parish Night 
held in conjunction with the beginning of the second phase 
cf the C. of E. Church Development Programme of the Parish 
cf Upper Hastings.

A leligjhtfulK' balanced programme ol music and 
corned) prcvidedi by topline artists from Sydney, and 
an inspiring and challenging speech by tin* parish 
Peasuner, >lr. Ion King, were the highlights of the 
occasion.

Compered by John Mae- 
Arthur, who was also the 
comedian many popular 
saigs iaduced in the pro- 
gsamme bj- the talented 
coloratura soprano. N erissa 
NMo, and the enchanting 
deep vxoe cf the hass-bari- 

■ton, Frsrk Lisle.
Patrida Wooldridge, a 

very aoromplisheri pianist, 
aecompaaiec the singers 
aid also provided some 
thrilling moments with her 
wasteriy and delicate piano­
forte sclos.

Throughout the pro- 
gramrte the and ence was 
iept if. anticipation with 
a sin*c-thK moving se 
qnence o f  items and the 
simple cotnedy of the 
fsompe.-e each providing 
in interesfing and much 
appreciated contrast.
The enthusiasm ol the 

artists o;enAed with the re ­
sponsiveness of the ir listen­
ers, assistée in making it 
one of d e  nost pleasurable 
irusica! occasions the town 
and disciic-t has ever exper­
ienced

At the- eksse ol .he music- 
a picgvai ttw . Mr. ion 
King spoke of the purpose 
tëfhe Cnuit'h Development 
Erograrrrne, the first phase 
of whUh was drawing to a 
cose and tie  second phase 
about te begin.

He outlined .chat had 
been cbie in the- past two 
years, saying : “In May 
1958 the parish was over 

|  £1000 in de-ot, and we were 
rot meeting ou- ordinary 

|  ommi n erts , bis today we 
are ahead by well over £4.-

000 of which the greater 
pari is in trust for the St. 
M atthew’s Church Building 
F und"

He instanced what had 
been done in the two years 
with electric light installed 
in the Beeehwood and El- 
lenborough churches, St. 
M atthew’s Church painted, 
proper aids provided for 
Sunday School work in the 
various schools of the par­
ish, a substantial portion ol 
the architect's fee paid and 
renovations tc the Elien- 
borough church and the 
adding of the vestry to the 
B yabarra church as well as 
painting of both buildings 
to be done in the very near 
future.

“Gradually,” said Mr. 
King, “we are achieving  
what we set out to do in 
our Development Pro­
gramme.

“Our first and 
aim this time will 
w ider work of the 
We must, each of 
member that we

primary 
be the 
Church, 
us, re- 

arc the
isChurch, for the Church, 

not c building nor -■ collec­
tion of buildings ¡he 
Church is people,” he said.

"Already our own people 
are offering for this wprk. 
There is Allan Shephard in 
train ing for the priesthood; 
the Diacon fam ily in pre­
paration for work in the 
educational sphere of the 
Mission field; Allan Miller 
and Cliff Fowler went to 
New Guinea last November 
to erect a new TB hospital 
a t Embi; and several of our 
youth have indicated their

desire to serve in th e  wider 
work of the Church.

“Then we mils* in A for­
get our two original aim s, 
tile obtaining of the ser­
vices of an assistant Cur­
ate and the erection of 
the new St. M atthew’s 
which we plan w ill take 
place this year.”

Mr. King Iben wen. on to 
explain that diu fr> the 
rapid growth of t.:ie Diocese 
and fne shortage of m an­
power in the priesthood at 
the moment, the Bishop had 
been unable to appoint an 
assistant. He told his hear­
ers thal in the coarse of the 
rapid growth of the Dio­
cese many parishes were 
needing and seeking an  as­
sistant, and th a t the parish 
in tim e would receive such 
an appointm ent. He en­
thusiastically referred to 
the model of the proposed 
new St. MatthevCs, calling 
upon the parishion :rs to 
support the Development 
Program m e so that “tha t 
very delightful bwildeig can 
be erected this y e a r ” 

Concluding his speech, 
Mr. King said : “I com­
mend to you tii s Church 
Development Programme, 
knowing that it wTI ex ­
pand beyond being purely 
a financial programme 
and so embrace the wider 
aspects of the Church’s 
work.”

Mr. V. Higgins th? direc­
tor of the Programrr-e, then 
spoke encouraging.y on
stew ardship and th e  signifi­
cance it must play in the 
life of every incividual 
Christian.

He was followed by the 
Rector, the Rev Jsm es J. 
Goodman, who first convey­
ed greetings and congratu-

C. of E. Development Programme Aims at Unicue 
|  Design for New Parish Church in Wauchope

This picture shows a model of the Parish Church proposed for the 
1 Uppei Hastings Anglican Parish. It will be Imilt on the site of the present 
1 Church hi Cameron Street, Wauchope. The design is m ost unique, and breaks 

away fr**ni more conventional designs. It is hoped that the building wifi be 
conurenced within the next twelve months.

lations for the occasion 
from  neighbouring clergy 
and parishes- the Rev. Stan 
Eldred, Canon Gerry, the 
Revs. W arren Arkell and 
Keith C oaldrake--and from 
Mr. J. H. Hanington.

The Rector then spoke 
briefly w ith a challenge to j 
the assembly, citing the oc-t 
casion of the incident when ! 
the Children of Israel w erej 
trapped at the Red Sea, 1 
with the pursuing Egypt- j 
ians behind them, m ounq 
tains on their right and the t 
sea in front of them.

God commanded Moses : | 
“Speak unto the Children j 
of Israel that they go for-i 
ward," and forw ard they j 
went, to the promised op-! 
portunity  aw aiting them. 
"This,” the Rector said,j 
was the challenge at alii 
times when a decision bad- 
to be made to go forw ard 
was the only w orthwhile 
and satisfying direction.”

At this point, N erissa 
Niblo and F rank  Lisle sang 
as a duet Jude’s “Consecra- 
lion.” following u p o n  
which the Rector called all 
to prayer and concluded the 
function with the Blessing.

A buffet supper was then 
partaken of by all present.

During this, function, the 
children of those present: 
were cared for by the m em ­
bers of the St.. S tephen’s 
Presbyterian Hall. Another 
example of co-operation so 
readily available in our 
community.
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O pening o f W a r  M e m o ria l

Church at

new War Memorial Church dedicated to 
King; was blessed and opened on Sunday 

December by His Lordship, Most Rev. P. 
Bishop of Lismore.

T he  
C h r ist th e  
la s t , 11th  
F a r r e lly , D .D .

The ceremony of blessing 
commenced at 10 a.m.. Af- 

j terwards, Mass was celbrat- 
¡ed by F ather Dineen. A 
¡congregation of 150 filled 
!the Church to capacity.
■ A fter Mass, Father Din- 
¡een welcomed the Bishop on 
I behalf of the people of 
Byabarra and district. The 
people had waited many 
years to invite the Bishop 
to bless a Church for their 
use. The work of raising 
funds had begun many 
years ago, but because of 
the urgent: need of building 
in other parts of the P ar­
ish. the building of Bya­
barra Church had to be de­
layed. To-day the hopes of 
the people were fulfilled.

F a t h e r  D i n e e r  r U s o
! s il r Visitors.
| were natives of Byabarra 
¡and some more had lived 
there in the past. They had 
returned to rejoice with the 

I people of Byabarra to-day. 
One visitor. Mrs. George 
Hollis of Grafton, was a 
Queen Candidate in a comp­
etition conducted many 
years ago to raise funds for 
the Church.

to the Architect and build­
ers. He was happy to see 
that all the tim bers used 
were produced and prepar­
ed locally. Timber produc­
ed in this district was equal 
to any to be found any­
where.

Mr. Jim  Preston, on be­
half of the people of Bya­
barra, then thanked His 
Lordship the Bishop for 
coming so far to bless their 
Church. He said the Church

¡tradition; its keynote was 
simplicity and it was within 
the means of the people.

The ceremony then con­
cluded and all moved to the 
Hall where the ladies had 
prepared elaborate refresh ­
ments.

Details of Church : Ex­
terior Walls : Red Mahog­
any, stained.

In terior Walls : Polished 
eoachwood ply.

Roof : Galvanised Iron.
Ceiling : Polished coach- 

wood boards.
Seating : Maple.
Seating Capacity : 70.was m the best Christian

Father Dineen thanked 
the Architects, Messrs. 
Fovvell, Mansfield and Mac- 
lurcan for their careful 
planning. Simplieitv and 
economy were the factors 
which guided them. He al­
so thanked the builders. 
Messrs. Deegenaars Bros, of j 
Wauchope and their sub- ! 
contractors and workmen ! 
for thoroughness and care S 
in carrying out the work, 

i The Church had cost 
£4,478.

The Bishop then address­
ed the congregation. He 
said (hat this building was 
now a Church, dedicated 
during its existence to the 
worship of God. Within its 
walls the people would gath ­
er to offer to God their love 
and homage. They would 
send up to God in the Sacri­
fice of the Mass and Heav­
enly Gift and would receive 
in return  God s love, protec­
tion and grace.

In every part of the world 
buildings could be found, 
erected of stone, brick or 
wood which were express­
ions of the people's love and j 
loyalty to God. In Byabar­
ra the people had the same 
intention in mind when they 
worked to raise a monu- 

|m ent to God there.
Mr. C. W. Green, repres- 

¡enting Mr. H arrie Bransdon 
¡and fhp Hastings Shire con-'
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Some Memories of Seventy

By an Old R esident . / > jA  

No. 4.
A PuKSiiYTKitiAN Church was erected 
in Wauchopo arid opened for service 
in 1878. The first Anglican Olmrcli ; 
erected on tho river was on a site , 
donated by the late Mr G. F. Dawes at 
Ennis, which was used for a number 
of years, but, the position not proving 
central, the building was disposed of, 
and a suitable structure erected at 
liawdon Island on a Site obtained from 
Mr. F. Wallace. Small buildings for 
religious purposes were also built by 
the Methodists at Ilawdofi Island, 
Gannon's Crook, and Hay town,, which 
were used for several years, but 
changes amongst the residents dimin­
ishing the congregations, led to the dis­
posal of tho buildings. A  suitable 
church building was erected at Black 
man's Point, by the Methodist de 1 
nomination, and is in constant use by 
Methodist, Anglican, and Presby­
terian ministers and preachers. In 
the 70 s a Roman Catholic Church 
was erected on the property of Mr. .1. 
McDcmnough, Rawdon V ilia, and was 
used for several years, being subse­
quently transferred to Kawdon Is 
land, close to the Public School. 
Beech wood needs are met. by Anglican 
and Roman Catholic Church build ! 
digs, the Presbyterian and Methodist 
wr vices being hold in the Protestant 

j Hall. Huntingdon has a Presbyter-, 
j rerian Church. Wauchopo is well \ 
i supplied, .having Roman Catholic and : 
| Anglican Churches of limbec, the 
: Presbyterian, Metlmdist, and Free 
! Presbyterian Cliurctus being of brick.
: These buddings are all free of debt,
! and arc centres of much religious 
• interest. Another point of interest is 
' the establishment of means for cross
' i.ng the river at various centres. No 
■ ferry existed heyond Blackman’s Point 
! till about 1875, when a public fen v 
j was established at Kinds, and proved 
I a great convenience for many years.
; The next, ferry to ho installed was 
. that connecting Kawdon Island with 
| the mainland, and which has been 
I much appreciated Hut a long stretch 

of the river from Kinds upwards,
1 owing to the ford at Bain's Falls 
• having been dredged, remained to be 
; provided for. The only ford avail 
I aide was that known as “ Cameron's 
I Crossing," which was not at all suit 
I able, hence attempts were made'to 
‘  improve i t  by the formation of a weir,
; which it. was hoped would be success 
| fill, but aftei Urn expenditure of 

several hundreds of pounds in cash 
the work proved an utter failure, sc 
iiiat a bridge had to fie built A low- 
level structure having been derided 
upon, the bridge known as “ Bain 
Bridge' was erected, and in due 
course opened for traffic, and lias 
l-roved a boon to the community. But

a’mistake was nmdo in not erecting a 
high-level instead of a low-level struc­
ture, as tlic former would have cost 
comparatively little more than the 
one erectecf, and would have been 
available for traffic at all timos, where­
as now a comparatively slight fresh in 
Iho river overflows' tho present bridgo 
and precludes its use. This bridge 
supplied an urgent need, but still left 
eight miles of the river void of the 
means of crossing, and AVauchope 
having become an active business 
centre, residents on the north side of 
the river were still at a disadvantage^ 
hence efforts were directed to the 
establishment of a ferry in the vicin­
ity of Wauehopc. Unfortunately a 
sharp division of public opinion re­
garding the site of the- proposed ferry 
hindeied the establishment of the 

j convenience for many years, but on 
' the inauguration of local government 

the Hastings Shire Council decided 
the matter, and placed lhe ferry at 
the site known as “ The Rocks,” and, 
closing the old-time Ennis ferry, re­
moved the. punt t > the new .site. 
Another ferry was installed conner.t- 
ing the two liawdon Islands, also ode 
below Blackman's Point at Ilainiiloii, 
to supply the. needs of residents on 
the Maria River, so iho needs of 
travelling public are fully met.

(Concluded).
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THB PRESBY TERIAN CHURCH IN  WAUCHOPE.

E rc n  i n f o r n a t i o n  g a in e d  from  Rev. A .J .  E ip p e r ’ s " H is to ry  
o f  th e  P o r t  M acquarie  Charge o f  th e  P r e s b y te r io j i  C h u rc h ,"  
from  A nnual R e p o r ts ,  M inute Books, m enhers o f  th e  A ndrew s, 
L in d sa y  and C exiphell f a m i l i e s .  M iss Nancy D av id son  (K undahung) 
and s n i p p e t s  o f  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  h e re  and  t h e r e ,  t h i s  h i s t o r y  
h a s  b een  c o m p ile d . A pxD reciation i s  e x p re s s e d  to  a l l  who 
have a s s i s t e d .  May you e n jo y  r e a d in g  i t .

A lth o u g h  v i s i t i n g  m in i s t e r s  d o m ic ile d  i n  P o r t  M acq u arie  
c o n d u c te d  s e r v i c e s  p r i o r  to  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  a  c h u rc h  i n  ' 
V /auchope, i t  was i n  th e  t i n e  o f  I,ir Hugh H o ssack , a  C a te c h i s t  

, (Hone M is s io n a ry )  from  th e  I s l e  o f W ig h t, who began  h i s  ■ 
m i n i s t r y  i n  1 8 73 , t h a t  a  move v^as made to  b u i l d  a C hurch  
h e r e .  I n  m in u te s  o f  a m e e tin g  i n  S ep tem ber 1873 , we f i n d  
t h a t  l i r  H o ssa ck  was r e q u i r e d  t o  i^reach a t  P o r t  M a cq u a rie , 
H o lla n d s  P l a i n s ,  B ro n b in , H u n tin g d o n , Beechwood and  W auchcpe. 
He was a  62 y e a r s  o ld  b a c h e lo r  who s ta y e d  w i th  d i f f e r e n t  
f a ,m i l i e s ,  a n d  u se d  a  g re y  h o rs e  c a l l e d  "Ton" a s  a m eans o f  
t r a n s p o r t .  Tom was a g i f t  fron .I.'if L a u c h la n  L in d sa y  o f 
H u n tin g d o n . A f te r  much f a i t h f u l  s e r v i c e  on b e h a l f  o f  th e  
C h u rch , Tom was r e t i r e d  to  h i s  b i r t h p l a c e  a t  H u n tin g d o n .

D u rin g  Mr H o s s a c k 's  m in i s t r y  th r e e  c h u rc h e s  v/ers b u i l t  -  
a t  H iu itin g d o n , W auchope and R ollA nds P l a i n s .

R e co rd s  show t h a t  th e  Church a t  H u n tin g d o n  was opened  i n  
J u l y ,  1879;. I t  c o u ld  be t h a t  th e n  Mr H ossack  c o n c e n tr a te d  
on a. c h u rc h  f o r  V/auchope. A l a r g e  b lo c k  o f la n d  a t  th e  
c o r n e r  o f  wdiat i s  now R a n d a ll  S t r e e t  an d  C a r r in g to n  Lane 
v/’a s  c l e a r e d  o f  t im b e r  and p re p a re d  a s  a  s i t e  f o r  th e  c h u rc h .  
T r a n s p o r t  v/as on h o rse b a c k  and i n  h o rse -d ra v m  v e h ic l e s  so 
t h a t  t e t h e r i n g  sp a c e  had  to  be p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  h o r s e s  d u r in g  
s e r v i c e s .

A s im p le  Y/ooden s t r u c t u r e  was e r e c t e d  f a c in g  v\fhat i s  nov/ 
th e  G olden  P le e c e  S e rv ic e  S t a t i o n .  T h ere  w a s n 't  a  p o rc h , 
b u t  t h e r e  Vv'as a  lo n g  s e a t  a lo n g  th e  e a s t e r n  s id e  o f  th e  ^
C hurch  w here  th e  young l a d i e s  s a t  and  c h a t t e d  v ih i l s t  w a i t in g  
f o r  th e  s e r v i c e  t o  commence.

I t  i s  r e c o rd e d  t h a t  th e  C hurch a t  H o lla n d s  P l a in s  was_ 
c o m p le te d  i n  1883 b u t th e  b u i ld in g  o f  - .a u c h o p e 's  C hurch  i s  
n o t  m e n tio n e d . S in c e  H o llan d s  P l a in s  was th e  t h i r d  C hurch 
b u i l t ,  W auchope m ust f i t  i n  somewhere b e tw een  1879 and  I 883.

u  a  st \n o 3 mun\c \pal
UBBABV .  
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Mr H ossack was a b o u t to  r e t u r n  to  England.- The su g g ­
e s t i o n  was nade f o r  a Tea M eetin g  to  be h e ld  a t  Wauchope 
C hurch , when a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  c o u ld  be made. An a c c o u n t 
o f  th e  f a r e w e l l  i n  th e  P o r t  M acq u arie  News s a y s ,  "On 1 9 th  
M arch, 1883, a  S o ire e  was h e ld  a t  V/auchope. I t  was one 
o f th e  l a r g e s t  a s s e m b lie s  t h a t  e v e r  g a th e re d  on th e  
H a s t in g s .  T hree h u n d red  and  f i f t y  people, o f a l l  s e c t s  
s a t  down to  t e a  to ' t e s t i f y  to  t h e  e s teem  in  w hich  ]\ir 
H ossack  v/as h e ld  i n  th e  v a r io u s  l o c a l i t i e s  w hich had been 
th e  sc en e  o f h i s  la b o u r s  f o r  th e  p a s t  n in e  y e a r s . "

On 4 th  Decem ber, 1883, th e  H untingdon-V /auchope Comm­
i t t e e  met and a g re e d  to  in c lu d e  Camden Haven i n  th e  c h a rg e  
By 1884 th e  Charge c o u ld  a g a in  a f f o r d  t o  pay an  o rd a in e d  
M in is te r  and Rev. R o b e rt D av id so n , r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  from  
S c o t la n d , v/as c a l l e d .

In  November 1885 , Rev. D av id so n  r e p o r t e d ,  "The v;ork 
h e re  i s  e n c o u ra g in g  in  so f a r  a s  t h e r e  i s  a lw ays a good 
a t te n d a n c e  o f h e a r e r s  a t  my v a r io u s  p re a c h in g  p la c e s  
( lO ) .  i/e have l a t e l y  r e c e iv e d  t h r e e  o rg an s  o r harm onium s 
to  a s s i s t  i n  o u r p r a i s e ,  w hich shov/s a  m arked im p ro v e­
m e n t."  I t i s  w o rth y  o f  n o te  t h a t  o f t e n  Rev. D a v id so n 's  
c o n g re g a t io n  w ould a t t e n d  h i s  s e r v i c e  a t  H untingdon and 
th e n  come to  V/auchope to  l i s t e n  t o  him  a g a in . I t  was 
a lw ays a d i f f e r e n t  serm on i f  t h e y  d id  t h i s .

One o f th e  th r e e  o rg an s  r e f e r r e d  to  by Mr D av idson  
was f o r  th e  V/auchope C hurch . H u n tin g d o n  alw ays r e t a in e d  
a  p r e c e n to r .  The o rg an  rem a in e d  i n  Wauchope Church 
u n t i l  1912 when we r e a d  from  th e  A nnual R e p o rt, "D u rin g  
th e  y e a r  a new o rg an  v?as p la c e d  i n  th e  Wauchope C hurch , 
b e in g  p u rc h a se d  by v o lu n ta r y  s u b s c r i p t i o n s . "  T h is  o rg an  
was s e l e c te d  by  a  member o f th e  c o n g re g a t io n ,  l ir  D u tto n , 
and  i s  s t i l l  i n  u se  i n  S t .S te p h e n s ,  64 y e a r s  l a t e r .
The harmonium was p u rc h a se d  by Mr D u tto n  who p la y e d  and  
h ad  a  f i n e  s in g in g  v o ic e .  T h is  in s t r u m e n t  i s  a  much 
p r iz e d  adornm ent i n  th e  home o f  Mr & Mrs W.H. Jo n e s  i n  
R iv e r  S t r e e t  t o  t h i s  day .

On 1 2 th  Ju n e , 18S6, a  p i c n ic  an d  s o c i a l  v/ere h e ld  
a t  Wauchope to  r a i s e  fu n d s  f o r  th e  im provem ent o f  th e  
C hurch . "Mr Jo se p h  Andrews p r e s id e d  and a d d re s s e s  w ere  
g iv e n  by Rev. John  T a y lo r  o f Kempsey, Rev. J .H . T e r r a s ,

o f  V/ingham and  Rev. C h a r le s  C ran e , o f  T a re e . T h is  was a  
new d e p a r t u r e  having_ th r e e  v i s i t i n g  M in i s t e r s  a t  a  S o c ia l  
f u n c t i o n . " A p p a re n tly  th e s e  im provem en ts w ere  made b e c a u se  
in  1907 t h e  c o n d i t io n  o f  th e  C hurch  was r e p o r t e d  a s  "good" 
b u t i n  I 9IÓ  a n d ' 1911 th e  c o n d i t io n  was o n ly  '. 'p a s s a b le ."  ’

The A n n u a l R e p o rt o f 1910 s t a t e s :  "The V/auchope C hurch  
has u n d e rg o n e  some im provem ents by t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of- 
a d j u s t a b l e  p u l p i t  lam ps, c h u rc h  d o o r lam p, m a t t in g  f o r  a i s l e ,  
r e p a i r s  to  o rg a n , r e - v a r n i s h in g  o f  p u l p i t  an d  f u r n i t u r e  
and r e p a i r  to  window l i g h t s .  I t  i s  hoped e r e  lo n g  t h a t  a  
more com m odious an d  s u i t a b l e  b u i ld i n g  w i l l  be  e r e c t e d  a t  
t n i s  im p o r ta n t  c e n t r e .  At t im e s  th e  c o n g re g a t io n s  t a x  th e  
p r e s e n t  p l a c e 's  pow er to  acco m iu o d a te ."

In  1911 th e  A nnual R ep o rt s a y s :  "The W auchope congr-eg - 
a t i o n  c o n s id e r e d  th e  m a t te r  o f  change  o f s i t e ,  b u t  d e c id e d  
t h a t  v / h i l s t  a  change  m igh t soon  become n e c e s s a r y ,  th e  tim e  
f o r  i t  was h a r d ly  r i p e .  I t  i s  s t r o n g l y  f e l t  t h a t  th e  b u i l d ­
in g  o f  a  new C hurch  m ust s h o r t l y  be c o n s id e r e d ,  and th e n  th e  
q u e s t io n  o f  a  s i t e  w i l l  be gone i n t o  a g a in .  "

The Annual^ R e p o rt o f 1912 r e f e r s  t o  th e  new o rg a n  and goes 
on to  sa,y: "The V/auchope c o n g re g a t io n  h as d e c id e d  to  p ro c e e d  
w ith  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  a new c h u rc h , and  v /ith  t h i s  i n  v iev ; have 
i n v i t e d  d o n a t io n s  to w ard s t h a t 'e n d .  A lre a d y  th e  sum o f  £240 
h as b e e n  p ro m ise d  -  ■'.veil on th e  way to v /a rd s  th e  o b j e c t i v e  o f 
£600. v7e h ope  to  h o ld  ou r n e x t  A nnual M eeting  i n  th e  nev/ 
b u i l d i n g . " ■

M eanw hile  a  b lo c k  o f  la.nd became a v a i l a b l e .  I t  was .p a id  , 
f o r  by Mr N .J .  D indsay  and h e ld  u n t i l  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  was 
re a d y  to  p ay  f o r  i t .

The 1913 Annu.al R epo rt s t a t e s :  "The 
io n  h a s  p u rc h a s e d  a  b lo c k  o f  la n d  o p p o s i te  
a,s a s i t e  f o r  th e  new C hurch and p ro p o se  s 
s i t e ,  th e  p ro c e e d s  to  go tow a.rds e r e c t i n g  
A b u i l d i n g  co m m ittee  h-as been  a p p o in te d  to  
d e t a i l s  o f t h e  new C hurch, and th e y  e x p e c t 
f o u n d a t io n  b lo c k  l a i d  i n  th e  nea.r f u t u r e .  
K e n d a ll a r e  a l s o  p ro c e e d in g  w i th  th e  e r e c t  
of t h e i r  ow n. "

auchope  c o n g r e g a t -  
th e  P o r t  O f f ic e  

e l l i n g  th e  p r e s e n t  
th e  nev/ e d i f i c e ,  

a t t e n d  t o  a l l  th e  
to  have  th e  
Our f r i e n d s  a t  

io n  o f  a  C hurch
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A nnual R e p o rts  a f t e r  1913 n re  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  However, 
We f in d  t h a t  a t  a  c o n g re g a t io n a l  m e e tin g  on 2 0 th  J a n u a ry , 
1934 , i t  was a g re e d  to  a s k  p e rm is s io n  from  th e  P re s b y te ry  
and  A ssem bly to  s e l l  th e  o ld  s i t e .  A l e t t e r  from th e  C hurch 
P ro p e r ty  Com m ittee d a te d  l 6 t h  O c to b e r , 1914 , i n d ic a t e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a  delo.y i n  b u i ld in g  p ro c e e d in g s  b e c a u se  th e  deed  
f o r  th e  new s i t e  had  n o t  b een  r e c e i v e d . i n  Sydney. The l e j t e ]  
c o n c lu d e s ,  "Vie have s in c e  g o t th e  docum ent d o m  h e re  and  th e  
m a t te r  i s  now in  o r d e r ."

On 23 rd  Ma.rch, 1915 , P r e s b y te r y  m in u te s  re c o rd :^  "The 
p la n s  and s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  o f th e  p ro p o se d  new Church ac 
Wauchope w ere l a i d  on th e  t a b l e .  The P r e s b y te ry  a g re e d  to  
th e  e r e c t i o n  o f th e  C hurch in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  th e s e ."

th e r e  was a c t i o n .  W ith B ourne B ro th e rs  o f P o r­
a s  b u i l d e r s ,  and b r i c k s  ma,de l o c a l l y  oy f 

f o u n d a t io n , s to n e  was l a i d  by íAc J .R . Andrev/s on 
8 th  May, 1915. R ap id  p ro g re s s  was m ade. On 1 3 th  S ep tem ber,• 
3 915 , Rev. R. S c o t t  W est, M o d era to r o f  th e  S ta te  ^issem bly o f 
N .S .V /,, o f f i c i a l l y  opened th e  C hurch.,

Now
M accu arie  
J o n e s ,  th ;

The M odera to r a r r i v e d  by t r a . in  on 1 2 th  Sep tem ber, 
,------7/r„ ^  i^ g  Andrews an-T -f’-r-mii-;

was
a  g u e s t  i n  th e  home of Mr

ihe o p e n in g  i n  t h  
1 3 :2 9 . A f t e r  th e  

- Rev. Ct.PI, T o rb e t t

f a m i l j  
a f te rn o o n  o f  
ev en in g  s e r v ic e  

CO P o r t

" C o le r a in e ,"  and p e rfo rm ed  
1 3 th  u s in g  a s  h i s  t e x t  Luke
h e  accom panied  th e  M in i s t e r ,  —  . ------ - -
M acq u a rie . Next day th e  M o d e ra to r w ro te  i n  M iss Nancy 
D a v id s o n 's  a u to g ra p h  book:

Know w e l l ,  my e o u l ,  C o d 's  hand  c o n t r o l
’W hatever th o u  f e a r e s t
Round him  in  c a3 jre s t m usic  r o l l s  _
V Jh a te 're  th o u  h e a r e s t .  ( W h i t t i e r )
1 4 th  S ep tem ber, 1915. R .S c o t t  V/est.

Prom th e  M essenger o f  Novem ber, 1 2 th , 1915 th e  fo l lo w ­
in g  i s  ta k e n .

"New Church a t  W auchope- 
C pening by M o d e ra to r .  ̂ ^  ̂ , 4.^.

The new ch u rch  a t  ’Wauchox)e was d e d ic a te ^ , to  tn e  
w o rs h ip  o f  God by th e  R t.R e v .R . S c o t t  ’W est, M odera to r.

l a r v e  c o n g re g a t io n  a sse m b le d  i n  th e  a f te rn o o n , 
le M o d e ra to r c o n d u c ted  th e  s e r v i c e .  B efo re  th e  serm on

he o f f i c i a l l y  d e d ic a te d  th e  c h u rc h . I n  th e  e v e n in g  a n o th e r  
la .rg e  c o n ^ e g a t i o n  m et, a n d - th e  m i n i s t e r ,  th e  Rev.G.M.
T o r b e t t ,  c o n d u c te d  th e  s e r v i c e .  Cn Monday e v e n in g  a  s o c i a l  
c o n c e r t  was e h ld  i n  th e  c h u rc h  to  c e l e b r a t e  th e  e v e n t ,
Mr N .J .  L in d s a y , a s  t r e a s u r e r  o f  th e  B u i ld in g  C om m ittee, 
s a id  he was g la d  to  s t a t e  th e  new c h u rc h  had  b e e n  opened , 
f r e e  o f  d e b t .  The M o d era to r s a id  he f e l t  p ro u d  o f t h i s  
f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  P r e s b y te r i a n s  had  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  c h u rc h  f r e e  
o f d e b t  t o  th e  w o rsh ip  of God.

The Rev. G .E. M o rris  (A n g lic a n )  and  Rev. A .E . R u tla n d  
( M e th o d is t ) ,  a l s o  com plim en ted  th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  Mr R. 
D a v id so n , a.t one tim e  p a s t o r ,  s a id  he was p le e .se d  to  se e  th e  
same s p i r i t u a l  l i f e  to d a y  a s  t h e r e  was 3C y e a r s  ago when he 
wT.s p a s t o r .  Songs and r e c i t a t i o n s  w ere  r e n d e r e d .  R e f re s h ­
m ents w ere  p a r ta k e n  o f and th e  p ro c e e d in g s  w ere  c lo s e d  w ith  
th e  s in g in g  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  A nthem ."

A c tu a l ly  th e  C hurch was opened f r e e  o f  d e b t b e c a u se  th e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  l i r  L in d sa y , v o lu n te e r e d  to  d o n a te  £5C i f  f o u r  
o th e r s  v/ould do th e  sam e. M essrs V /.J. A ndrew s, S .R . i^ndrews, 
A. Wade and R o b e rt Andrews a c c e p te d  th e  c h a l le n g e .

L ig h t in g  f o r  th e  new Church was by c a r b id e  g a s . Cn 1 1 th  ■ 
M arch, 1 9 24 , Mr Wade moved t h a t  th e  a c t i o n  o f  th e  s e c r e t a r y  
and t r e a s u r e r  i n  o rd e r in g  th e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  th e  e l e c t r i c  
l i g h t  i n  th e  C hurch be e n d o rse d . Mr- W .J. Andreviis moved and 
i t  W0.S a g re e d  t h a t  th e  d i s p p s a l  o f th e  g a s  p l a n t  i n  th e  Church 
was to  be  l e f t  i n  th e  hands o f  Mr W a lla c e  and  Mr A. 'Wade, 
to  be s o ld  f o r  a  minimum o f £ 2 . The p l a n t  was s o ld  to  Mr C. 
G i lb e r t  f o r  £ 2 , p resu m ab ly  to  l i g h t  h i s  p ro d u c e  s t o r e  i n  
Cameron S t r e e t .  E l e c t r i c i t y  was s u p p l ie d  to  th e  C hurch from, 
th e  U pper H a s t in g s  C o -o p e ra t iv e  D a iry  S o c ie ty ,  f r e e  o f 
c h a rg e , u n t i l  1936. S in c e  th e n  Mr Q u a s t, and  l a t e r  th e  C xley 
County C o u n c il have  s u p p l ie d  th e  pow er.

The o ld  C hurch  w'as d em o lish ed  and  r e b u i l t  a s  a  shop by 
Mr R o b e r t  Andrevis, a p p ro x im a te ly  w here th e  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  
C om m ercial Bank i s  now. F i r s t l y  i t  was u se d  e.s a  h a t  shop 
by Ivliss F lo re n c e  Wade, and  l a t e r  a s  a  m usic  sh o p  by R oland 
a.nd Norman F re n c h . Ih? & Mrs Norm F re n ch  ad d ed  to  i t  and 
l i v e d  t h e r e  -u n t i l  th e y  b u i l t  t h e i r  home i n  A vondale  S t r e e t .

On 4 th  M arch, 1948, i t  was moved by P. G a r ro w /P .S .N ic o l l  
t h a t  t h i s  m e e tin g  recommend t h a t  b e t t e r  l i g h t i n g  be i n s t a l l -
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e'd a t  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r ic e » "  T h is  recom m endation  
l e d  t o  th e  c o n g re g a t io n  m aking  a  h ig  e f f o r t  Ifc im prove • 
th e  i n t e r i o r  of th e  C hurch . The o rg a n  and a l l  fiu?n- 
i t u r e  was removed to  th e  Sunday S ch o o l H a ll  and f o r  
a b o u t 3 weeks s e r v ic e s  w ere  h e ld  t h e r e .  Meantime a 
t r a n s f o r m a t io n  to o k  p la c e  w i th in  th e  C hurch . I t  was 
c o m p le te ly  p a in te d  by D. H a r r is o n  and R. R o b e r ts , th e  
f l o o r  sanded  and p o l i s h e d ,  and th e  new l i g h t s  i n s t a l l ­
ed . V a rio u s  p eo p le  and th e  P .P .A . d o n a te d  th e  l i g h t s .

U n t i l  1949 th e  C hurch  had  n o t  b e e n  named. S u g g e s t­
io n s  had  b een  made f o r  S t.j ln d re w s  cand S t .S te p h e n s .  At 
a  m e e tin g  on 9 th  May, 1949 , i t  was moved by Mrs D. 
H a r r is o n  and seconded by Mrs C. B a i l i e  t h a t  th e  name 
o f  t h i s  Church be S t .  S te p h e n s . I t  was a g re e d  to  and 
t h i s  c o n tro v e rs y  was s e t t l e d .

V a rio u s  g i f t s  have b e en  d o n a te d  t o  th e  Church from  
tim e  to  t im e . In  1908 M iss B e l l a  M oore, o f  H untingdon  
p r e s e n te d  th e  S e ss io n  'w ith  "an  i n d i v i d u a l ' Communion 
o u t f i t ,  i n  memory o f h e r  g r a n d f a th e r  and g ran d m o th e r, 
th e  l a t e  Mr and Mrs L in d sa y , I t  so h appened  th a t  th e  
o u t f i t  was used  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  a t  H u n tin g d o n ."
T h is  s e t  i s  now u sed  a t  SM lenborough.

A B ib le  was p r e s e n te d  i n  1915 when th e  Church was 
o p en ed . I t  i s  s t i l l  i n  th e  Chiu?ch b u t  n o t  u se d , b e in g  
r e p la c e d  by th e  P .F .A . i n  O c to b e r , 1953 , to  mark 21 
y e a r s  o f  a c t i v i t y .  In  1932 th e  G u ild  was th an k ed  f o r  
Hymn Books and a  c a r p e t  r u n n e r .  The o ld  c a r p e t  was 
s o ld  to  Mrs Gordon (M anse) f o r  t e n  s h i l l i n g s .  T h is  
c a r p e t  h a s  s in c e  been  r e p la c e d  by th e  p r e s e n t  one i n  
memory o f Mr B.H. N ic o l l  i n  I9 6 0 .

Dr and  Mrs Begg p r e s e n te d  a  B a p tism a l Font i n  ■ 
1935 i n  memory o f t h e i r  young s o n .  The Wade fa m ily  
rem em bered t h e i r  p a r e n t s  w i th  Cl c e d a r  Communion 
T ab le  and  th r e e  c h a i r s .  Two m ore c e d a r  c h a i r s  w ere 
p r e s e n te d  i n  memory o f  Mr D.H. B ean.

O th e r m em orial g i f t s  have b e en  a  P u l p i t  l i g h t  
f o r  Mr and Mrs W .J. P ead , a  Communion s e t  (Mr and Mrs 
H. S u t e r s ) ,  A Communion Cup and P a te n  (Mr Leo J . l e e )  
and a  p o r t a b le  Communion S e t (I4r P.M. G arrow ).

(7 )
A p p a re n t ty  g e t t i n g  members t o  C o n g re g a t io n a l  M eetings 

h a s  n e v e r  b een  an  e a s y  m a t t e r .  In  1908 we f i n d  a  m e e tin g  
a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  th e  a f te r n o o n  a t  2 .3 0  fo l lo w e d  by  a " S o c ia l  
i n  th e  e v e n in g , a t  w^hith t h e r e  w i l l  be r e f r e s h n l e n t s , m usic  
and  a d d r e s s e s ,  A c o r d i a l  i n v i t a t i o n  i s  g iv e n  t o  a l l  o u r 
p e o p le ,  and a l l  f r i e n d s .  No c h a rg e  f o r  a d m is s io n ."
A gain  i n  1910 th e  c o n g re g a t io n  was e n t i c e d  w i th  a  "B ask e t 
S o c i a l .  *' A l l  o f th e s e  m e e tin g s  w ere h e ld  a t  2 .3 0  p .m . 
a t  V/auchope b e c a u se  o f  i t s  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n .

C o l l e c t i o n s  w ere r e t i r i n g  ones a t  th e  d o o r .  In  1904 
t h a t  a t  B u l l i  (B y a b a rra )  was 7 /3  and Hay tow n (H ib b a rd )  1 /9 .  
S in c e  s u s t e n t a t i o n  was n o t  c o l l e c t e d  from, e i t h e r  p la c e  
b o th  e v e n t u a l l y  c lo s e d  a s  p re a c h in g  c e n t r e s .

R ev .Jam es D av ies was c a l l e d  t o  th e  C harge  i n  1917.
H orse  t r a n s p o r t  was u se d  i n  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s  m in i s t r y  

■ b u t  l a t e r  a  c a r  v/as p ro v id e d . T h is  c a r  was r e p la c e d  i n  
1923 b y  a  U n iv e r s a l  Ford  f o r  R e v .J .D . W alk e r.

The v e ry  e a r l y  M in i s t e r s  w ere som etim es p ro v id e d  w ith  
' a s s i s t a n t s .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  th e s e  a s s i s t a n t s  was J .A .
S c o t t  (1 9 0 6 ) , C. Meade (1 9 0 9 ) , C .J .  M cA lpine ( I 9IO ), 

y A.M, F e r r i e  (1 912 ) and  Mr Hogg (1 9 1 3 ) .
] l o c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  was g iv e n  by Me J e m ie r  (Coraboyne)

and Mr H.A. B r ig d e n  (P o s tm a s te r  a t  V /auchope). A s s i s t a n t s  
w ere  s u b s id i s e d  'from  Sydney when c o n g re g a t io n s  c o u ld  n o t 
f i n d  th e  n e c e s s a r y  money.

T h e re  viiere ups and  downs in  f in a n c e  i n  th e  e a r ly  days 
j u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  to d a y .  T hese s t r u g g l e s  c a l l  
s a c r i f i c i a l  g iv in g ,  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  c h a r a c t e r  b u i ld in g  
and  b in d  c o n g re g a t io n s  t o g e t h e r .  P o r t  M a c q u a rie  c h a rg e  
was n e v e r  a  w e a lth y  one.

The f i r s t  w edding to  b e  c e l e b r a te d  i n  th e  new Church 
was i n  1923 when M iss C h r i s t i n a  Cameron m a r r ie d  Mr S tep h en  
N e a te  D ark . M iss Edna L in d sa y  was th e  b r id e s m a id ,  and  M: 
Hugh Cam eron, b e s t  man.

- The Women’ s G u ild  was form ed on 1 5 th  A u g u s t, 1923.
F i r s t  o f f i c e  b e a r e r s  v/ere P r e s i d e n t ,  Mrs A.
S e c r e t a r y ,  Mrs A.B. C am pbell, T r e a s u r e r ,  Mrs R.N. Shaw.
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On 1 s t  May, 1930, a p p ro v a l  was g iv e n  !)y th e  Conunittee 
o f  Management, f o r  th e  G u ild  to  b u i ld  a  Sunday Schoo l 
H a l l .  The h a l l  was b u i l t  "̂ y Mr D. O lsen  and opened 
by Rev. John  C o lv in  on 2 6 th  O c to b e r, 1939- The c o a t 
o f  th e  b u i ld in g  wa.s £495 w hich  l e f t  a d eb t o f  £100.
At a  C o n g re g a tio n a l M eetin g  i n  1942 lirs  Cam pbell 
r e p o r te d  t h a t  " th e  d e b t on th e  Suuiday School H a ll  
had been  l i q u i d a t e d  an d  much p r a i s e  was due to  M iss 
McAndrew f o r  'work a c c o m p lish e d  i n  c o l l e c t i o n  and s a le  
o f  g i f t s . "  The G u ild , now th e  P r e s b y te r ia n  V/omen's 
A s s o c ia t io n ,  h a s  c o n tin u e d  to  f u n c t io n  w ith  e n th u s ­
iasm  ov er th e  y e a r s  and re m a in s  a  v e ry  v i t a l  p a r t  o f 
th e  l i f e  o f  th e  C hurch . On 1 5 th  A ugust, 1973, a  50 th  
A n n iv e rsa ry  B ir th d a y  P a r t y  v/as h e ld .  Tv/o fo u n d a tio n  
members v/ere j , r e s e n t  -  i i r s  W. G oodacra from  Sydney 
and o u r owm Itrs  S.A . P ead . W ith c u r r e n t  members, and 
th e  d a u g h te rs  o f d e c e a s e d  fo rm er members o f  th e  e a r ly  
y e a r s ,  i t  v/as a g ra n d  r e - u n io n  a n d 'c e le b r a . t io n .  Mrs 
G. Wass was p r e s id e n t  a t  t h i s  t im e , Mirs Garrow, 
s e c r e t a r y  and i ir s  L . J .  L ee , t r e a s u r e r .  In  1969 th e  
Sh’̂ ening P.VJ.A. was fo rm ed , and t h i s  young g roup  h as  
g iv e n  v a lu a b le  s e rv ic e ^  i/Irs J ,  Luce was th e  f i r s t  
p r e s id e n t ,  a s s i s t e d  by Mrs W.H.. Jo n e s  as s e c r e t a r y  
and Mrs E. S t a r r ,  t r e a s u r e r .

A G ir l s  A u x i l i a r y  was form ed i n  1932 b u t fad e d  
o u t a f t e r  two y e a r s  o f  m is s io n a ry  w ork.

The P r e s b y te r i a n  F e llo v /sh ip  A s s o c ia t io n  began  
u n d e r th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Rev. R.W. Wannan b u t d id  n o t 
become a r e c o g n is e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n  u n t i l  i t  a f f i l i a t e d  
w ith  th e  F e llo w sh ip  U nion i n  1932. Rev. G.A. Gordon 
was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s .  Mr J.M . G lass became th e  
f i r s t  l e a d e r .  The P .F .A . c o n tin u e d  v /ith o u t a  b re a k  
u n t i l  1970. At one t i n e  m em bership-w as 48, a l l  
d en o m in a tio n s  t a k in g  p a r t .  L e a d e rs , who f i l l e d  th e  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s ,  have b een  T4r J .  W alla ce , 
M iss G. O u te rs , Worm and  C o lin  S econbe.

A Mens' League was fo rm ed i n  1968 by Rev.EC. 
Dean and c o n tin u e s  t o  m eet m o n th ly  f o r  an  e v en in g  
m eal and m e e tin g .

( 9 )B e fo re  h e r  m a r r ia g e  Mrs Dark: (a s  M iss Cameron) v/as 
a n  o r g a n i s t .  A f te r  a n  a b se n c e  o f some y e a r s ,  when 
sh e  l i v e d  a t  B y a b a rra , Mrs Dark r e t u r n e d  to  Wauchope 
an d  t o  th e  o r g a n i s t 's  p o s i t i o n  w h ich  sh e  f i l l e d  u n t i l  
t h e  t im e  o f  h e r  d e a th  i n  1973. P ro v id in g  Church m usic 
v;as a  l a b o u r  o f  lo v e  w hich  c o n tin u e d  f o r  a b o u t 40 y e a r s .  
When p m p in g  th e  o rg an  was becom ing  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  Mss 
D ark  and  i t  ,''í*eared she  w ould be  f o r c e d  to  r e t i r e ,  I/tr. 
G arrov/ r e v e r s e d  a  vacuimi c l e a n e r  so t h a t  i t  b lew  in s t e a d  
o f  s u c k in g ,  and a t t a c h e d  i t  t o  th e  o rg a n  a s  a b lo w e r.
T h is  s o lv e d  th e  p ro b lem . O th e rs  to  g iv e  s e r v ic e  u.s 
o r g a n i s t s  ' n  t h i s  C hurch  h av e  been  M iss H ild a  Andrews 
(MxTS E v erin g h am ), M iss B e ry l  Andrews (Mrs Y /ilso n ) ,
M iss Jo a n  W allace  (f irs  W. T r o t t e r ) ,  M iss i s o b e l  Dark 
(M is J o n e s )  and c u r r e n t l y  Mrs EasdoWn an d  Mrs W ass.

The f i r s t  Suuday S ch o o l S u p e r in te n d e n t  vías Mr J .R . 
A ndrews (1 9 0 6 -1 3 ) , Mr N .J . L in d sa y  1 9 1 3 -1 5 , fh- W .J. 
Andrews ( ] .9 1 5 -2 5 ) , Mr J .  V /a llace  1925 -  1950 , Mrs Garrow 
( I 95O -76) .  The U n it in g  Sunday S ch o o l ( P r e s b y te r i a n  and 
M ^ th c d l s t ) commenced on 1 s t  F e b ru a ry , 1976 , w ith  Mrs B. 
E veringham  i n  c h a rg e . Many t e a c h e r s  h a v e  g iv e n  d e d i r a te d  
sa i- '- 'ice  o v e r th e  y e a r s .  Most d e v o te d  o f  a l l  h a s  been  
Tfcs C o l in  Andrews who ta u g h t  from  1933 t o  1971 i n  th e  
K in d e rg a r te n ,  She h a s  b een  a  much lo v e d  "A u n tie  E iley * ’ 
t o  so many.

The C harge of U pper H a s t in g s ,  c e n t r e d  a t  W auchope, 
w i th  p re a c h in g  c e n t r e s  a t  Beechwood, E lle n b o ro u g h  an- 
B irdw ood , was s e p a r a te d  from  P o r t  M a cq u a rie  C harge on 
1 s t  F e b ru a ry , 1967 . The in a u g u r a l  m e e tin g  of th e  new 
C harge  was h e ld  on 1 3 th  F e b ru a ry , 1967- f/Ir Leo J .  Lee 
w as e l e c t e d  S e s s io n  C le rk .  On h i s  d e p a r t i r é  f o r
N a r r a b r i , Mr S, C o lin  Andrevis su c c e e d e d  h im .

The f i r s t  m in i s t e r ,  Rev. E .C . D ean, wa.s in d u c te d '; . ,  
on 1 0 th  J a n u a ry ,  1968 . T em porary accom m odation  was _ 
o ro v id e d  u n t i l  th e  new Manse was c o m p le te d  anu o f i i c i ^ l l y  
o pened  on 5 th  May, 1968 , by Rev. P .S .  L ucock. R ev .n .C . 
an d  Mrs Dean rem ain ed  u n t i l  2 5 th  D ecem ber, 1972.

An e x i t - s t u d e n t ,  Rev. E.M. Main to o k  up d u t i e s  i n  
F e b ru a ry ,  1973, was o rd a in e d  and  in d u c te d  on l o t h  A p r i l ,  
1 9 7 3 , and  i s ^ i l l  o u r h ig h ly  e s tee m e d  m i n i s t e r .  H is
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a r t i s t i c  ancl c o - o p e r a t iv e  w ife  i s  a l s o  a c t iv e l y  engaged  
in  th e  l i f e  o f t h e  P a r i s h .

E ld e rs  from  th e  Upper H a s t in g s  a r e a  to  se rv e  th e  
P o r t  M acquarie  C harge have h e e n : -

lir
¥jc George L in d sa y 1905
Mr J .R .  Andrews 1906
Mr W .J. Andrews 1917
Mr. S .R . iindrews 1933
Mn? J .  V /a llace 1933
MX
Mr

S . C. Andrews 
G.L. T r o t t e r

MX P.M, Garrow 1954
Mr L.D . T r o t t e r 1954
Mx S.R . S te w a rt M-' 6-0
Mr D.H. Bean 19 b h
Mr L . J . Le e 1961
Mr E .B , M urray 4 /1 2 /1 9 6 6

S in ce  th e  fo rm a t io n  o f  U pper H a s t in g s  C harge, e ld e r s  
in d u c te d  a r e : -

Mr R.R. D ark 8 /9 /1 9 6 8  
i ir s  G.H. Garrow 7 /6 /7 0  
Tvirs. G. Lee 7 /3 /1 9 7 1  
Mrs S.R . Coomhes 2 1 /1 1 /1 9 7 1  
Mr C. Secorahe 7 /4 /1 9 7 4  
tics H. Wass . Z .7 /7 /1975
Mrs L, Sm ith  ^ / 7 / l 9 7 5

M in is te r s  o f th e  P o r t  M acq u arie  C harge who have p re a c h ­
ed in  th e  C hurches a t  Wauchope have been  -

■ . Mr Hugh H ossack  1873-1883
( C a t e c h i s t )

R ev.R . Ifev id so n  1884-1893 
Rev. H .S. B u n tin e  l8 9 3 ”1901

(1 1 )
Rev. G.M. T o r b e t t 1903-1916
Rev. J .  D av ies 1917-1922
Rev. J .D . V /alker 1922-1926
Rev. R;Y/. V/annan 1 927 -1930
Rev. G.A. Gordon 1 931 -1937
Rev. J .  C o lv in 1 9 3 7 -1 9 4 0
Rev. M. Vfelker 1940-1941
( R e t i r e d  E ie th o d is t)
Rev. J .D . V /alker 1942-1945
Rev. A .J .  E ip p e r 1946-1948
Rev. J .P .  M ortim ore 1948-1956
Rev. S .E . E ld re d 1957-1961
Rev. B .E .G . N apper 1962-1966

M in is te r s  o f  th e  Upper H a s t in g s  C harge
Rev. E .C . Dean 1968-1972
Rev. E.M. Main 1312)-/977
-T HE  UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA

WAUCHOPE & DISTRICT PARISH
dJcAvcC /9'77 ^
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Some Memories of Seventy 
Years.

B y an Old R esidenJ.
No. 4.

A P resbyterian Church  was erected 
in Wauchope and opened for service 
in 1878. The first Anglican Church 
erected on the river was on a site 
donated by the late Mr G. F. Dawes at 
Ennis, which was used for a number 
of years, but, tbe position not proving 
central, the building was disposed of, 
and a suitable structure erected at 
Rawdon Island on a site obtained from 
Mr. F.» Wallace. Small buildings for 
religious purposes were also bhilt by 
the Methodists at Rawdon Island, 
Gannon’s Creek, and' Haytown, w’hich 
were used for several years, but 
changes amongst the residents dimin­
ishing the congregations, led to the dis­
posal of the buildings. A suitable 
church building was erected at Black­
man’s Point by the Methodist de­
nomination, and is in constant use by 
Methodist, .Anglican,- and Presby­
terian mipisters- and preachers. In 
the 70’s a Roman Catholic Church 
was erected on the property of Mr. J. 
McDonnough, Rawdon Villa, and was 
used for several years, being subse­
quently transferred to Rawdon Is­
land, close to the Publiy School. 
Beech voDod needs are met by Anglican 
and Roman Catholic Church build­
ings, the Presbyterian and Mqthodist 
services being held in the Protestant 
Hall. Huntingdon has a Presbyter- 
terian Church. Wauchope' is well 
supplied, having Roman Catholic and 
Anglican Churches of timber, the 
Presbyterian, Methodist, and Free 
Presbyterian Churches being of brick. 
These buildings are all free of debt, 
and are centres of much religious 
interest. 4 Another point of interest is 
the establishment of means for cross­
ing the river a t  various centres. No 
ferry existed beyond Blackman’s Point 
till about 1875, when a public ferry

was established at Ennis, and proved 
a great convenience for many years. 
The next ferry to be installed was 
that connecting Rawdon Island with 
the mainland, and which has been 
much appreciated. But a long stretch 
of the river from Ennis upwards, 
owing to the ford at Bain’s Falls 
having been dredged, remained to be 
provided for. The only ford avail­
able was that known as “ Cameron’s 
Crossing,” which was not at all suit­
able, hence attempts were , made to 
improve it by the formation of a weir, 
which it was hoped would be success­
ful, but after the expenditure of 
several hundreds of pounds in cash 
the work proved an utter failure, so 

'that a bridge had to.be built. A low- 
level structure having been decided 
upon, the bridge known as “ Bain 
Bridge ” was erected, and in due 
course opened for traffic, and has 
proved a boon to the community. But 
a mistake was made in not erecting a 
high-level instead of a low-level struc­
ture, as the former would have cost 
comparatively little more than the 
one erected, and would have been 

■availiible for traffic at all times, where­
as now a comparatively slight fresh in 
the river overflows the present bridge 
and precludes its use. This bridge 
supplied an urgent need, but still left 
eight ■ miles of the river void of the 
means of crossing, and Wauchope 
having become an active business 
centre, residents on the north side of 
the river were gtill at a disadvantage, 
hence efforts were directed to the 
establishment of a ferry in the vicin­
ity of Wauchope. Unfortunately a 
sharp division of public opinion.re­
garding the site of the proposed ferry 
hindered the establishment of the 
convenience for many years, but on 
the ina.uguration of local government 
the Hastings, Shire Council decided 
the matter, and placed the ferry at 
the site known as “ The Rocks,” and, 
closing the old-time Ennis ferry, re­
moved the punt to the new site. 
Another ferry was installed connect­
ing the two Rawdon Islands, also one 
below Blackman’S Point at Hamilton, 
to supply the needs of residents on 
the Maria River, so the needs of the 
travelling public are fully met.

(Concluded).
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE HASTINGS
(By WINIFRED GODFREY, continued from last issue)

Mr. Hossack was responsible for the building of quite a few churches 
1 this district. The Protestant Church at Rollands Plains owes its 
xistence largely to his efforts, and was finished in the last year of his 
ministry. The first church at Wauchope was also due to Mr. Hossack's 
flforts It stood on the Port Macquarie side of the Railway line at the 
ntrance to "Wauchope Lane."

The following story is told with regard to 
le building of the Wauchope Church.

A fte r  M r. H ossack’s

■ and  th e  congregation  le f t Sep tem ber 1895, he  con- 
w itli a  deb t w hich w as duct=d a n  im pressive 
n o t liqu idated  fo r m any M asonic service to  a  cap- 
y e a rs  and  a  church  w hich ac ity  church, 
w as f a r  from  sa tis fac - T he M in iste r w as w in- 
to ry . n in g  h is  w ay  w ith  young

t  an d  old, and  one reco rd
T he n ex t M in iste r w as te lls  of a  function , held 

Rev. H . S. B untine, a  n a t-  a t  H un tingdon , w hen 
ive of V ictoria, w ho h ad  S a ra h  L indsay  (tfhe la te  
in  1884 been received M rs. A r th u r  T ro tte r)  
from  th e  Synod of E a s t-  p resen ted  M r. B un tine  
e rn  A u s tra lia  ( th e  F re e  w ith  a  silver te ap o t and

VIr. H ossack  w as coii- 
(lered som ew hat c a re ­
ss abou t h is i)ersoiial 
ipearance , and  a  good 
d.v of W auchope, n o t­
ing the  w orn condi- 
on of h is w aistcoat, 
resented  h im  w ith  a  
BW one.
Mr. H ossack, pass ing  
i s ite  of th e  church, 
d no tic ing  th a t  some 
a rin g  needed doing.

$90, the value of y ie  w ork  
done g ra tu ito u s ly  w as 
reckoned  a t  $40.

The chu rch  w as built, 
fu rn ished  and  p a in ted  
a t  a  co s t of $390 a n d  
th e  opening  cerem ony 
perfo rm ed  by th e  Rev. 
J . S. L a ing  in  Jul.y 
1879.

D r. L a in g  h ad  been 
know n to  th e  H un tin g -

d e p a rtu re  th e re  w as fo r C hurch) to g e th e r w ith  su g a r  b asin  f ro m  th e  aep a rtu re , th e re  w as to r  cong rega tion  a t  Bog- S ab b a th  School.
lohn sa b r i, in to  th e  P resby - Ie  i 901, M r. B un tine  

te r ia n  C hurch  of N ew  p resen ted  a  volum e of
a  tim e  no serv ices held.

L a te r , a  Rev 
M iller R oss a rr iv ed  in 
A u g u st 1883. H e found 
the  C hurch  closed and  the 
congregation  (102 souls) 
sca tte red .

A fte r  m an y  m eetings 
and  organ ising , th e  Rev. 
R o b ert D avidson, fro m

I
S ou th  W ales.

H o w as induetofl in to  
th e  p a s to ra l cha rg e  of 
P o r t  M acquarie  on  34th 
Nov. 1893, and  served 
m itil 1901.

th e  P sa lm s an d  P a ra ­
p h ra se s  to  be used  in  th e  
p u lp it of th e  H un tingdon  
Chi*-ch.

So, a f te r  e ig h t y ea rs  
u nder h is  m in is try . Rev.

M r. B un tine  w as a  m an  B un tine  le f t th e  C h arg e
S cotland  took  un th e  S re a t energy  a n d  de- a  m uch  m ore  prosperous 
m in lsH y in  P o r t  M ac- ^  ch a ra c te r ; one th a n  w hen  h e  h ad

o o l tquarie  fro m  188'4 to  1893.
H e w as a  w idely read  stitu tio n , w as able

and

passed  aw ay

g ire d  a n T s ta r te d T m 'k  ^o .n .fo lk  he  w as how ever, he  w as no t
.soon he fe lt h o t and  

noved h is w aistcoat.
M in ister of th e  M aim ing ro b u st m an  a^d  organ i-

. _____  _______ ** Vs«,*, c  4* ««r-, v-tfrom  1865 to  1874

and  being  of ro b u s t con- come. H e 
stitu tlo n , w as able to  ¡n *932 

e-ood m-eacher- th ro w  h im self in to  h is  '  ' .
w ork  w ith  w ho lehearted  _  .abandon  th e  n e x t tw o  y e a rs

H e firs t lived a t  P o r t  th e  C h arg e  w a s  v acan t.

ofmT'TAVroc In  1926, th is  church  Point. . he m ore cen tra llv  s itu â t-  w as supply  m  locro-,
m T l S n I ' a ' s t u m m  w as rem oved fro m  its_,or- Some m noya i ^ s  to  En^nis, and  h e r  1901. ^  1 9 0 ^  Rev.

sa tio n  w as n o t h is s tro n g  M acquarie, and  then. to Rev. J . F au ld s  H en d er­
son w as supply  in  Ceto-,

wa’q"m adp ¡3 now O xley H ighw ay, in s tead  of a  collection 
w as m ade t,, the p re sen t s ite  n e a r P la te  a t  th e  door, th e

md ado rn ing  a  stum p . , _________
Tow ards the  end  of )5 ™^i„.I’°,®ition on 
?8, a  move 

build a  chu rch  a t  
in tingdon. T he secre- 
'y  and  m oving sp irit 
pears to  have  been M r.

S. L indsay .
riie  collection lis t in-

w h a t w ith  h h n  I t  w as decid- to  R u th v en  Hil’l. H e A.. t> .R eid fro m  A m erica,

boliun tin ifdon  H ouse.
t

H aving  served on th e  
H astin g s fo r n ea rly  ten  
years , and  hav in g  reach- 

d e s  M r. L auch  L ind- ed th e  age  of 72 years,
/ $30, M r. K. M cK en- M r. H ossack ’s th ough ts  

,S30, M r. ’W. S. L ind- tu rn ed  to  h is H om eland, „ ra ise  T his w as a srtpat 
,  $30, and- Mr. H ugh  A  p re se n ta tio n  n ig h t 
s sack  $20. w as a rranged , so im p o rt

rode on  ho rseback  tre -  
rnendoiLs d is tances in th e

supplied fo r 3 m onths, 
la ther supplies a t  th a t

passed execution of h is duties.
M r. B un tine  w as a n  P ° ‘‘̂ S®'11a  

a rd en t M ason, and  be- R obertson, E  S.
cam e M aste r of th e  P o r t  H m derson , Ja m e s  M uir 
M acquarie  Lodge. I t  is  I- Vance.

(To be continued)

p la te  w ould 
around.

Two y ea rs  a f te r  h is 
a rr iv a l, Bov. D avidson 
p reached  in  10 cen tres.

T hree o rgans or h a r-  ren o rted  th a t  ' on 26th m onium s w ere  received iP^-t on zb tn
to  a ss is t in  th e  church

help; th e  sing ing  had  
h ith e rto  been led by theThen cam e S am  Jones, a n t th a t  i t  took th e  nam e „recen terq  of p-rpatir 

muel Clyde, W illian i of a  "so iree.” O ver 350 “  g re a te r
m v ick  arid D onald Me- people of a ll sec ts a tten d - P robab ly  th e  in troduc-
nnon, each  $10. ed, show ing to  w h a t es-
hheri n am es a re  W ill- teem  M r. Ho.ssack w as J  o p p o s i S !
a B ransdon , Jam es held. w... fi.pv onmp «lo,,
mpbell, Jo h n  E dw ards, H e w as p resen ted  wiUi ^  a  e to  s ta j.,
n es  W allace, G. H all- a  ^ e q u e  fo r $140 by The decre/ise in  funds
V’ I ^ '^ e r t  Cam pbell, rS ® ®  „f thp w as to  continue fo r som earles  B lythe, G eorge L indsay, on behali ot tn e  „ „ j  finances w ere
•el, D GÎa,ham S. a 5 - E llenborough d is tr  ch ^  f®“ ® p ?ecari,?S "  m  "^Se
ws, Is a a c  A ndrew s, J . le re d  a  pu rse  coiham ing  NorUi

till c e rta in  dis- 
could be over-

lonibe, F . M artin , j!  C. $14, th u s show ing  proof rjo ast
-Kyr__ TVT__ ill- T-> fV»r»f TV/Ty» T-T/-\o c 'Q <-*1̂ ’«:! 1q K _ff M rs. Nevilie, R . th a t  Mr. H o ssack ’s  lab- 

rh’e, F , M archm ent, A. ou rs had  no t been in  
E . Colvin, A lexander vain, and  h is preach ing , 
ore, J . M artin , V citch how ever hom ely, and  h is 
rray . Jo h n  Sum m er- teaching, how ever plain, 
e, Jam es M cPherson, w ere un iversa lly  appre- 
omas E dw ards, D. d a te d .
meron. M iss E. D awes, 
nes W arre ll and John  
ville.
Utog-ether, $251.28 w as 
lecte.d.

H e sailed fo r  E ng land  
on  4 th  M ay, 1883, and 
passed  aw ay  in  A ug­
u s t 1885.
H is old g rey  horse, 

“Tom ,” w as le t loose a t

ab ilities 
come.

T he y ea rs  from  1886 
om varils fo r live o r si.v 
.years w ere m ark ed  b.y 
m uch ra in  and  devas­
ta t in g  floods, an d  g re a t 
h a rd sh ip  wias caused to  
th e  iieojile o f th e  rivers.

W ith  re g a rd  to  the 
fo recasted  im provem ent 
in fa rm in g  conditions.

H ISTO RY OF THE P R ESB Y T ER IA N  CHURCH ON THE HASTINGS
(By WINFRED GODFREY —  conclusion)

The next Minister to take the Charge was the Rev. George Mont­
gomery Torbett, M.A., and he was inducted in September 1903. An­
other Scot, he was born in 1869 at Ervie, Kireolm, Scotland. Comboyne 
was ¡ust being opened up, and it fell to him to pioneer the Church 

work there.

H e w as a  g re a t  gar­
dener, a n d  perhaps 
never since th e  da.ys of 
M r. A yling h a d ' the 
M anse g rounds such an  
a ttra c tiv e  appearance .

On January 5th, 1905, he secured a 
valuable'heipcr in his mmistry, when he mar­
ried Miss Mary Davidson, the eldest daughter 
of Rev. Robert and Mrs. Davidson.

7ie tim b er w as b o ugh t lo m , w as ici. iwwac ao  ̂ have so iare-e a
m H ib b ^ d  & H aines H m tin g d o n  to  th e  end of th e  ta lk ^  of

$50’ F ra n c is  W alsh  h .s  day„. b rin g in g  ab o u t th a t  im-
cted  th e  bu ild ing  fo r T p rovem ent a s  Rev. Rob-

__  e r t  D avidson.
--------------------------------  T W hen h e  arrived , th e

chief in d u s try  w as m aize 
g row ing  on th e  riv e r and  
creek  fla ts , fo r th e  f a t ­
ten in g  of p igs. 'The ever 
possible floods could des­
tro y  th e  w hole p ro sp ec t 
of incom e fo r th e  year.

D airy ing  w as th e  so lu­
tion, and  Rev. Davidson, 
a s  M in iste r of th e  P re s ­
b y te r ia n  C hurch  fo r n ine 
.years, la te r  ed ito r of th e  
P o r t  M acquarie  "N ew s” 
fo r n ine  years , an d  la te r  
s till a  M em ber of th e  
L eg isla tive  A ssem bly a l­
so fo r  n ine years , h e  lab ­
oured m igh tily  to  estah- 
li.sh and  m ak e  pro fitab le  
th is  now  stab le  in d u s try  
of th e  N o rth  C oast.

H o im ported  A yrsh ire  
c a tt le  from  N ew  Zea­
land and  b red  th em  and  
o.xliibitcd a t  shows. H o 
w as also  help fu l in  in­
troducing  g rasses  su it­
ab le  fo r  th e  d is tric t. 

P asp a lu m  d ilita tu m  w as 
h is find, and  r ig h t h e a r t­
ily  did be  advocate  its  
in troduction .

H e a lso  advocated  and 
w as la rge ly  in s tru m en ta l 
in  hav in g  th e  N o rth  C oast 
R ailw ay  bu ilt.

The com ing of th is  g re a t 
Scot to  th e  C oast c e rta in ­
ly  m ark ed  a n  epoch in 
i'f.s h is to ry .

HUNTINGDON
PILGRIMAGE

J u s t  befo re  th e  H u n t­
ingdon O hnrch w as built, 
Mrs. G rah am  and M rs. 
M cG regor, of like mind, 
used to  ride  and  w alk  all 
th e  w ay  over to  th e  M an­
ning, a  d is tan ce  of ,50-odd 
m iles, to  a tte n d  th e  Com ­
m union  se*-vices there , 
w hich u su a lly  w ere  seas­
ons of g re a t re fresh ing . 
They only h ad  one ho rse  
betw een th em  and  one 
ivould ride  severa l m iles, 
dism ount, tie  th e  h o rse  to  
a  tre e  an d  proceed to  
w a lk  u n til th e  o th e r, 
on reach in g  th e  horse, 
m ounted i t  and  overtook  
th e  w a lk e r to  ride  on 
ah ead  to  repeat th e  pro­
cess.

D uring  Ills th ir te en  
years , th e  C harge  p ros­
pered g re a tly  under h is 
leadership .

Two new  cen tres  had  
been opened up : Cum- 
boyne and  H am ilton . 

W auchope C hu ich  had

In  1913, Rev. T o rb e tt 
had  n ine m on ths leave 
of absence, to  v is it h is  
pai-ents in  Scotland, 
and  R ev. A . J .  P a lm er 
occupied h is pulp it.

t
man.v

The w ork  of th e  W auc­
hope W om en’s Guild w as ' 
b earing  fru it, and in  1939 
th e  Sunday School H all 
w as opened by  Rev. John 

w ith  M rs. A ndrew  W ade Colvin, 
a s  f irs t  p residen t, and  a  A fte r Rev. Colvin left 
capable energetic  score- the C harge, th e  services 
ta ry  w as found in tne of a  re tire d  M ethodist 
person  o f M rs. A. B. M inister, Rev. M atthew  
C am pbell. W alker, w ere  obtained.

M rs. W ade continued T hen from  1942 to 1945 
u n til h e r  death , w hen  sne Rev. J . D. W alker, foll- 
w as succeeded oy M rs. in. owed by Rev. E ipper 1946 
J . L indsay  as  p residen t, to 1948, Rev. J . P . Mort- 
M iss Bdorence W ade took  im ore 1948 to  1956, Rev. 
over a f te r  tn is, and  a f-  S. E ld red  1957 to  1961, 
te r  M rs. Cam pbell h a d  R ev. B. E . G. N apper t  ., 
h e l'i h e r  position  a s  sec- 1962 to  1966, up  to  the 
re ta ry  fo r  over 20 y e a rs  pre.sent d ay  when still

jjiajiy y e a rs  th e  R W n t  in to  the capanle  an o th e r Scot, Rev. R. J. 
been repained  and  im - xen fia ll p eop le ’ h a d  been hands o f Mi.ss M onm e Allen, looks a fter the 
p rovem en ts made_ to th e  D-athering funds fo r a  W ade. C h arg e  a t  th e  Port Mac-

church ; and  by th e  tim e „ R '-  1926 to  1930, th e  quarie  end.
’  .  . . •nrf/-» 4 irr-> £ i l-% r* I /4  V^-ir .j.

P o rt M acquarie  C hurch.
In  1907, Rev. S. W. R.

Richard.son w as a ss is t­
an t. The W auchope Sun­
d ay  Schaol w as flourish- w as “opened '”in ” i915. 
ing  under the supenn - 
tendance of Mr. J . R. An-

Rev. T o rb e tt re tu rn ed , 
p lans w ere under w ay  R- 
fo r a  church  there . , xt h'ellowship A-ssociation in 

W auchope w as s ta r te d  by 
M r. W onnan.

T h a t sam e y e a r  a  new  B efore the end of 1930,
drew s, who w as ass is ted  c h u rc h  w as to  be bu ilt in  poi-t M acquarie had  a
by fo u r teachers. W auchope. The fcmn<^- M in ister in  the per-

In  1967 th e  Parish  
w as divided, and the 
P a rish  o f U pper H ast­
ings w as created. 

Ja n u a ry  1968 saw th e  
induction  of th e  Rev. E

, l io n  s tone  w as laid  by g " ”  of"‘Rev"*C*corge" A ch- D ean in to  to e  Pari^sh
The C hurch a t  L aurie- Gordon, B.A. tbe^^rharge  in

ton wa.s b u ilt in  1908, and  8 th  M ay, 1915. The A bou t th is  tim e, M rs. m  the
Rev. G. M. T o rb e tt la id  f  L indsay p resen ted  a  A n in ’ 1973 the Rev

th e  tab le  p lans and * *•- notioeboard  to  to e  P o rt-
ano th - ^®X.-. M acquarie C hurch, 'and
I t  w as th ? .K ia m a ^ C h a rg e ^ f ro m  ^e^W auchop^^ th e  U pper H astings. ,

1935, W auchope C hurch t
received a  g if t  of a  bap- M ost of m y sto ry  deals i 
tism al fo n t fro m  D r. and  w ith  th e  long ago, bu t i 
M rs. , B egg. th e  P o r t  M acquarie i

Re’v. G ordon is rem em - C h arg e  now fias a  new

specifications fo r 
church  a t  Yarra.?. j... . . p-p - -- .
to  be of w eatherboard , here  m  1916, 
lined and  wiUi a  vestry . 1041.

E . McD. M ain weis o r- ; 
inducted to

O ther a s s is ta n ts  w ere 
M r. C. M eade in 1909, 
M r. C laude J . A. McAl- 
pino, in 1910, and fo r 
som e tim e M r. H. A, 
B rigden, P o s tm a s te r  a t

H e died in 1944.
t

A fte r  a  b rie f vacancy.
Rev. Jam es D avies took
the C harge.
he did h is w ork  w ith  i q / o

W auchope, cam e to th e  ho rsesd raw n  vehicles b u t c o s io ra  m  
M in ister’s aid. The sri- la te r  obtained  a  m otor

T ^ r n tim e  bered  w ith  g re a t affec- and  up-to -date  Church.
r  ÜI <X U J I ie  J.. ^  TT- y-.nr,£,o/l rt,trOT7 n t  -« »■ _ _ X! i-l. ^  r, 4

pend ha.d risen  to $470 
and  $120 fo r the a ss is t­
an t.

D avies

tion . H e passed  aw ay  a t  " M ost of th e  others are  ;
s till th e  first churches to  ( 

t  be b u ilt fo r worship in  i
A fte r  a  vacancy  of six those  areas. '

m onths. Rev. Jo h n  Col- So w hen you see a  lit-Q ’t r p  '• J l J U l l u l l & t  x v c v .  o u i i i i .  Y - z u i  VVAÌV-.A1. .

f  th e  cen tres vin took  th e  C harge  Ln tie  church  o n  a  hill, yo ^ .j
b "  » 3 7 .  M r, ColvB, p roves t i ln k  » «  •> r » »  1

V ? '

tA 3NOHd 3c

¡J l lp O j. J9 Á O O -Jdf

car, w hich M rs. 
usually  drove '

M ost of
now  h ad  caurenes, uu i -f--“ ;- '-*■   “r— —v",; in
need w as fe lt  fo r  one a t  to  be an  eloquent p rea- stood., fo r J®Yi,n?p ?a rIv
T eleg raph  P o in t, w here cher and  d rew  people th e  lives of those eariy
services had  been held  in fro m  o th e r congregations se ttle rs  and  th e ir  ta rn
the old U nion H all. A  to  h e a r  him . ilies.
church  w as b u ilt in  1919, 
and  the  M ethodists co­
operated .

I t  w as understood  th a t  
w hen a  church  w as bu ilt 
a t  Beecliwood i t  w as to 
be a  M ethodist C hurch, 
w ith  th e  P re sb y te rian s  
co-operating .

L a te r, the church  a t  
T eleg raph  P o in t w as 
closed.

D uring  th is  tim e, the 
W om en’s M issionary  A s­
sociations a t  P o r t M ac­
quarie, W auchope and 
H un tingdon  w ere o rgan­
ised.

The Rev. Ja m e s  D avies 
dem issed the C harge  in 
1922. t

The n ex t M in iste r to 
ta k e  over the C harge 
w as Rev. Jo h n  W alker.

H e had  th e  d is tinction  
of being th e  first fim- 
d u c t of ou r own Theo­
logical H all to  fill th e  
position.

H e served tw o term s, 
from  1922 to  1926, and 
ag a in  fro m  1942 to  1945.

The W om en’s Guild a t  
'V auchope owes its  incep- 

D -1. to  Rev. John  W alker.
Guild w as form ed,

3
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