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Chapter I
WILLIAM AND CORDELIA

It was in the English seaside town of winchelsea, in the southern county of Sussex, that ason' wiuipm, was born to william and Mary-Matrn-1"""-.lL"rl in 1g06. Little did williamand Mary know that laby wilriam 
"'outJ 

be the il t" t"k;-the family nnme to the new randdown under, and be the patriach of a family,;;-;;b";r-r" m tn"*La".}ot a greatdeal is known of william;s childhood o" Lrr"g" years, except that as a young man he followedin his father's foo'tsteps and became a farm [hil;'i" iiri-ro-e basic education and couldread and write.

In 1829' at the age of twentythree, he ma:ried Cordelia Sinden, daughter of John and Jansinden' who was then just.nitt"tu"o y"""r ota. nr.i"-ri"rt .tiiiLa boy, was also named willie-,and he was followed by daughters-Mary, ann ana s;"lt- ih" 
",ia """* ro" tn" family,semigration is not known, -uybe it was Tpu"itv "i ;pl"rent, maybe it was the stories ofopportunity and promises of 'prospe"itv rirt""i"g"tn"ougf iiJ- trr" new colony of New southwales' but whatever,.the reason, .*ig""t trr"y &a]"ilfi? rillt prv-orflr;;l4th June, 1888,on the "coromandel," the children t#; L;ing;ged';*, rili;ur and one and a half years, andafter a journev lasting three and a hali -o-"ttii d;;h-;; siao"v on 2nd october, 1888.

There were four hundred emigrants on the^"coromandel," as well as cabin passengers, and anoutbreak of smallpox caused tf,e death of four "eJt";Jll"u"o children. There were alsoreporbed cases of whooping cough and scurv5r. anl p*""g""r iere wesleyan, and in later yearswere known as "coromandg[hi," a^o"J-tn" p""J""J]igg"ge of wiuiam and cordelia was aportrait of the Reverend John wesley, ,id.u."hrirtf"td;1"blEi rrri"r, ** ;;"1"i-- part ofan old ash tree from winchelsea, unie.*rti.rt w",l.y o?"?i"i rris last ";;; i" tie open air.The portrait now hangs in the uniting cil*.tt 
"t B;;Jl ci""t, 

", it has done for fifty-threeyears and the goblet is in possession -of 
Rav Martin;d"*"

William Mortin
Cordelia Martin



Thefamily,semigrationwasspoxso.redbyar-v['rraar9rg||ofSydney,whohada.jobavailable
for william o' urriu".^iio;il; wi[iam,'corJJin "na 

children spent in svdnev is not known'

but it could not h"r;';;; ""ir"r""e 
b".f;;;;;;;gt to tt'e witti"-t Riu"t, because their

eight youngest chitdrfi *.i"-lfi U.1" io-ifrui-i.1"r4. q"a,. ih" vo*g"st of them on 24th

December, 1gb4. Bi;;1'""*iii."t". indicate-thaiJtt" urtnt took ilace-at Singleton' Bandon

Grove, wyleys FI"t, ii;;;;-ariJ" River, williams River and clarencetown'

The family home was for a time at Bandon Grove and then at chichester River' They were at

Chichester niu", *ili^iltiirr"- g*" r'i' lo"'""i f* their daught"t -A"1 * TTtt Alfred

Richardson (see page 39). It is'ot known"if fri[iam actually o*"ul the land on which he lived

and worked on the Wifii"-, ni"er, but i,' ;i;;G of a Manning pioneer' Peter Anthonv

Muscio, the writer 
"!."-f-f, 

*"if.ing !9r- "'dlliJM;in 
at Bando""Gtou"' threshing wheat'

chipping tobacco ""i;iiki;; ""*3. 
rr h. ;J;; "*" irt" hnJ, perhaps it was a clearing lease

he held, which *"t u-torn*"on means of tenure in those days'

on24thFebruary,1853,Mary,the-eldestdaughter,wasmarriedtoThomasAveryat
seaham. The followin*,""*'ti#';iii,I*y ;ou.a tio*rt to settle on the Manning, where Tom

established a flour m-ili. Three y"u." I"L', WiUiu- and Cordelia and other members of the

family made the -;;;; the Manning- The journey was made by bullock dray' Again we do

not know what prompted the ryov-e 
to trre uanning but presumably they were encouraged to do

so by Mary *to *ooii-"""tuiotv fruu" "o""uuv"Jti-" 
g""a 

'"po'tL 
of ihe developing Manning

Valley to them.

Thev made their home at'I(elvin Grore" and although no trace of the house is now evident'

the exact location il";"i.i k ;;;, *t trt. p""p"+t. k now.owned bv Ken Martin' great-

srandson of william ;Jc;;liu. wiuiu--*-a ci.a.u" spent the rest oi theii lives at'Kelvin

brove." wilIiam di"fr ;"iili"n";;b"; ; *i $ S::1"Ii, T.:t5,*H;*t!',:n 
rhev are

H#:: 'T#T-tii! 
6i'iifi"i'll J 

";hry1": 
c"-"r

Cntti"" of Wittiam and Cordelia' I*ft to

iinlt Somuel, - S.tePhe2, Betsv,, *y"t'
Wiilio*, Fred, Ann, George ond" John'
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WLLIAM MARTIN
3.6.1829 - 1.9.1912

ChaPter 2

and
m 23.6'1859

SECOND GENERATION

Son of William and Cordelia Martin'

ANN FRAZIER
16.4.1841 - 23.9.1914

william Martin was the eldest child.of wiuill Td.9:*9Y:*:,t,T: Tflif'" 
t" England

''ilj|'6iitffilJ#;;;;; 
*ith his parents on the "Coromandel" in 1838'

on June 23, 1859, William married Ann Frazier, daughter of Thomas Frazier, at .Kelvin

Grove,,, Burren c*ir.,'"iTil M;d_"gRi;";. ih;t hatl"a large familv of sixteen children -
however, two children,'irro*u, *a .lu-". ai"a-ffi"g chitaho"oa. william and Ann spent the

first thirteen years ";';;;;; 
ur" i" trt""u;;i"g ii""t and Hastings River districts' where

several'of their childre;;; ffi. I" 187;;wiu;;3nd A1n moved .o the Armidale district'

and selected a property west or quu-"r"-i P;d; where Ann's parents, Jhgm3s.and 
sarah

Frazier, had a propurly called "D"epirrf-i"""."1'1Vtt1t"T.*d Ann called their property

,,Hillwood', and this property *". ,ynorryrious with the Martin families for many' many years'

WilliamandAnnspenttherestoftheirlivesat..Hillwood.''Williamdiedinlgl2andAnn
died in 1914. They lil^u"ir, urr*i'i" irt" rruri"" familv cemetery at saumerez Ponds'

William Mortin. Ann Martin.,"
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A look through the
poges of ,history
The accompanying photograph of a dapper young

gentleman of obvious means, attired in a single breasted
three piece suit of quality cloth, was a studio portrait
of the Falk Studios, 496 George Street, Sydney (Phone
I l4l) and was probably taken in the early 1890's when
the subject was about 25 years of age.

Born at Glen Innes in 1866, Francis George Martin
was the eldest son of James and Matila (nee
Hetherington), the remainder of the family being Walter
H. born in 1868, Alex Reginald (1870), Arthur Harold
(1872), Mabel Isabella (1875), Sydney Edgar (1877),
Edith Margaret (1880) and Laura M (1879).

Francis Martin joined the staff of the Bank of New
South Wales and was transferred to Port Macquarie in
1889 as an accountant, serving under the manager, Wil-
liam John MacDonnell at premises in Clarence Street
and later at their new building at 35 Horton Street.

As a young and influential man about town, Frank
was involved in almost every organisation which existed
during his time here - Secretary of the Cricket CIub,
Lawn Tennis Club, Bicycle Club and the Athletic Club,
Treasurer of the School of Arts, St Thomas parochial
Council, Volunteer Rifles. President of the Dramatic
Society, auditor of the Agricultural and Horticultural
Association and a member of the Port Macquarie Band,
Masonic Lodge and Independent Order of Good Tem-
plars.

His younger brother, Sydney Edgar, enlisted with
the lst NSW Mounted lnfantry and was a Corporal
during the Boer War of 1899-1902, being invalided
home to Australia on October 8. 1901. Three of his
letters fiom the front to his brothers were published
by the Pon Macquarie News, an extract from one de-
scribing a mounted charge against the Boers: "We at
length reached the Kopje and got out of rifle fire.
Dismounting, we then commenced the ascent and very
shortly we heard the honible sounds of explosive bullets
cracking against the rocks behind us.

Allan Cameron from Glen Innes was the first to
fall, being shot through the stomach. Lt Harriott turned
around and gave us the order to take Allan away, when
he fell with a honible groan, being shot through the
leg with an explosive bullet. The bone was completely
shattered and the Lt. died the same night. Lt Drage
then gave a yell andjumped up into the air, shot through
the brain - he died in a few moments. Then Pte
Murray of the 2nd Contingent dropped, being shot
through the mouth. We now fixed bayonets and went
for them..."

Frank Martin was promoted manager of the Emmaville
branch of the bank and left Port Macquarie in August
1901, later being transferred to Walgett. In February
1907, he returned to Port Macquarie for a holiday.
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